MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

December 14, 2009

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek

Mr. Phelan (arrived at 4:39 p.m.)
Mr. Krieg 






Mr. Schrier (arrived at 4:53 p.m.)  
Mayor Cioppettini


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney






(arrived at 4:48 p.m.)






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009 and December 7, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009 and December 7, 2009.

Mayor Cioppettini read RESOLUTION 2009-174 by title AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC: Matters Pertaining to Personnel – Mendham Township Police Department and called for a motion to adopt. Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Krieg seconded. The Governing Body entered into closed session at 4:32 p.m.

At 5:00 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to open session.
Mayor Cioppettini announced that there would not be a second reading of the bond ordinance appropriating funds for a new fire truck because there were technical problems with the ordinance.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-175 APPOINTING STEVEN S. CRAWFORD CHIEF OF MENDHAM TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Costanza ceased day to day supervision of the Mendham Township Police Department as of July 30, 2009 and Steven S. Crawford was appointed Acting Chief of Police by Resolution 2009-120 adopted on July 28, 2009; and
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WHEREAS, Thomas J. Costanza has retired as Chief of Police of the Mendham Township Police Department effective December 1, 2009, leaving a vacancy in that office; and
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Township Committee to promote Steven S. Crawford to fill the position of Chief of Police of the Mendham Township Police Department, effective upon adoption of this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham that Steven S. Crawford is hereby promoted to the position of Chief of Police of the Township of Mendham, effective upon adoption of this resolution;

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-175; Mr. Schrier so moved and Mr. Phelan seconded the motion.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-175 was approved unanimously.

Mrs. Carlson administered the Oath of Office to Chief Crawford with his family at his side and Mrs. Crawford holding the Bible.  On behalf of the Township Committee Mayor Cioppettini congratulated Chief Crawford and welcomed him as Chief of Mendham Township.  
Mayor Cioppettini announced that inasmuch as the public meeting was advertised for 5:00 p.m. there would be another Roll Call, Statement of Adequate Notice and Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini called the volunteers who served to save the cats in Chester Township to come forward while he read the following proclamation:

WHEREAS, in July of 2009 over 200 cats and kittens were seized from unhealthy conditions in a home in Chester Township and faced an uncertain fate; and

WHEREAS, while an effort began to find homes for the cats Mendham Township allowed them to be housed temporarily in the shelter at the former Seeing Eye property; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Assante, Claudine Cheung, Norma Jacobs, Coley Campbell and numerous volunteers gave generously of their time and energy to care for these rescued animals and find them homes; and 

WHEREAS, these volunteers went to the shelter every day to make sure the felines were fed, cared for, received their inoculations and, just as important, given lots of love; thanks to their efforts most of the cats were adopted; and

WHEREAS, when time was of the essence, the diligence of these wonderful volunteers assured that the remaining cats were placed with an animal protection 
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agency or with foster families while awaiting adoption and it is likely that permanent homes will be found for all of them.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Mendham, hereby express sincere gratitude and appreciation to these wonderful volunteers who gave so much to their Community as well as the cats in need.

Mayor Cioppettini and the Township Committee extended congratulations to the volunteers.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt the minutes of the Regular meeting of November 24, 2009. Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Krieg seconded.  All members voted to approve. 

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-170 by title AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND VERIZON WIRELESS BLOCK 139 LOT 80 CONIFER DRIVE CELLULAR TOWER.  
This resolution was tabled from the meeting of November 24, 2009.  The Mayor called for an update from Mr. Mountain.  Mr. Mountain noted that he and Township Engineer Thomas Lemanowicz reviewed the site and followed up with the individuals who commented on the resolution.  Based on Mr. Lemanowicz’s follow up he provided a memorandum on December 11, 2009, recommending proceeding with the authorization of the release.  
Ms. Florek moved to adopt this resolution.  Mr. Krieg seconded the motion.  Mr. Phelan asked if there was more than one carrier on the cell tower in question.  Mr. Mountain said that there are now multiple carriers.  Mr. Phelan asked if that had any relationship to this resolution.  Mr. Mountain said that this is a construction bond posted during the construction phase.  Release of the bond follows a checklist that the engineer would utilize and has no relation to the number of carriers.

Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-170 was approved unanimously. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-173 by title REQUIRING FINANCIAL INFORMATION FROM ORGANIZATIONS REQUESTING MUNICIPAL FUNDING.  This resolution was tabled from the meeting of November 24, 2009. Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt.  There was no motion to adopt.
Mr. Krieg said that at the last meeting he moved to table this resolution to give the organizations involved time to comment.  He did not clarify who would ask for the comments.  He suggested that the liaisons from each organization contact them to 
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see what impact this would have on the three organizations specified in the resolution – the Library, Fire Department and First Aid Squad – before the Governing Body proceeds with this resolution.  He suggested a thirty day period for comment.  

Mayor Cioppettini commented that this is a policy enacted by the Governing Body.  Mr. Krieg said he would like to know the ramifications prior to considering this.  Ms. Florek noted that this was agreed to.  Mayor Cioppettini said this will be tabled to the January 26, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Krieg will communicate with the Library; Mr. Schrier with the Fire Department and First Aid Squad.

Mr. Phelan said he would like Mr. Schrier to be aware that the Fire Services have a CPA, Joseph Gomeringer, who reports to the State and he should be aware of this in order to share what financial filings are currently being done. 

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 23-2009 by title ORDINANCE VACATING PUBLIC RIGHTS IN A CERTAIN PORTION OF EXMOOR DRIVE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS and called for an explanation of the ordinance.  Mr. Mountain said this is a follow-up of Planning Board approval of Irene Spring Tree Farm subdivision.  This vacation was discussed and directed as part of the subdivision approval process.  
With no one from the public wishing to be heard on this ordinance, the Public Hearing was opened and closed without comment.  There was no discussion by the Governing Body. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor.  Ordinance 23-2009 is appended to the official minutes.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Ms. Florek Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Bob Wouk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wouk commented on the Citizens Service Act signed into law by Governor Corzine and asked what implications it would have.  Mr. Falcon said he is preparing a memo advising what must be done.  Mr. Schrier suggested that any response be deferred until the Governing Body has an opportunity to read Mr. Falcon’s memo and the full bill.  
Ms. Florek noted how committee structures work.  She said they are all listed on the website with roles and responsibilities.  That will help a resident interested in a particular committee make a decision.  A resume must be submitted to the Township Clerk and it is reviewed by the Governing Body and the Committee chairs.  

Mayor Cioppettini noted that some appointments are done by the full Township Committee and some Mayoral appointments.  He said he welcomes as many residents as possible to serve on committees.
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Roger Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Mr. Berlin commented that he would like to see meetings scheduled at a time that is convenient for working people. Mayor Cioppettini said when scheduling meetings for next year he would like careful attention to be paid to the times.   Mr. Phelan concurred but clarified that meetings are decided upon in the beginning of each 
year.  This schedule has been effect since last January of 2009 and there were 11 months when the Township Committee could have changed the time.  
Pat Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman said she was not present when the resolution releasing the Verizon Bond was approved.  She noted that the site is unsightly and she would like the Town to consider plantings there.  Mr. Mountain said he would follow up on it.

With no one else to be heard the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting was closed. 

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-176 by title AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-176 was approved unanimously. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-177 by title AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM AND EDMUNDS & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR APPLICATION SOFTWARE SUPPORT AND HARDWARE AND SYSTEM SOFTWARE SUPPORT and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Krieg seconded.  
Mr. Phelan asked if this is a reasonable price for the services.  Mr. Mountain said that alternatives had been investigated and in past years the Finance Committee met directly with Edmunds and was satisfied that this is the best alternative among the competition for a computer package supporting the finance operation.  All the hardware is maintained and Edmunds provides for service of the system.  Mr. Krieg suggested that Edmunds find a way to solve some of the difficulties involved in preparing notices for animal license renewals.  

Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-177 was approved unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-178 by title AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-178 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-179 by title AUTHORIZING INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR UTILIZATION OF THE COUNTY’S MOBILE DATA 
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TERMINAL SYSTEM and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Mountain noted that this service is only $1.00 per year – a token cost to members who are part of the dispatch services.  There was no further discussion.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-179 was approved unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-180 by title AUTHORIZING INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY OF MORRIS FOR RADIO DISPATCVH SERVICES and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Phelan asked the cost.  Mr. Mountain said the overall cost is $127,477.17 for 2010 There is a combination of factors leading to this fee; one is a 4% increase on basic service and also an adjustment for the Township’s full transition to the trunk radio system.  The police went into the system immediately but fire and first aid transition in to the system during the past year and there is a higher per radio fee for that.  With the additional radios going onto the system there was an increase of $6400, showing an overall change of approximately $12,000.  This is a 3 year agreement with a 4% increase in 2011 and 2012.  The overall cost is still substantially lower than Washington Township charged the Township for these services.  The Governing Body expressed concerns on the increases put forth for 2011 and 2012.  Mr. Phelan noted that the Township made a significant contribution by allocating frequencies to the County that the Township received from the FCC. He believes that should give the Township some leverage to lower these costs. 

Mayor Cioppettini suggested forming a committee to discuss this with the County.  

Mr. Schrier said that the Township used the frequencies referred to by Mr. Phelan to get onto the system in the first place.  That was the leverage to accelerate acceptance by the County.  There was no agreement that we would not be charged pro rata increases over the ensuing years.  He said it would be useful to compare rates that other municipalities are paying for the same service – using the size of the town and the number of calls responded to.  
Mayor Cioppettini asked Mr. Phelan to work with Mr. Mountain and another member on this issue.  Mr. Krieg agreed to join them.

Mr. Krieg questioned the impact on services since this is to take effect January 1, 2010.  Mr. Mountain said he believes this could be worked out before the first bill is due.  

Mr. Krieg moved to table this resolution to the next meeting.  Mr. Phelan seconded.  All present voted in favor.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-181 by title AUTHORIZING REVISION TO AWARD TO TILCON – COREY LANE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Krieg seconded.  

Mayor Cioppettini asked about the litigation with Tilcon.  Mr. Mountain noted that this is a state aid project and in order to submit for reimbursement the Township must 
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have final costs memorialized in a resolution before payment.  Due to these minor changes as a result of the actual amounts of paving done, this must be done to memorialize what we actually did.  The work is done and it this is not adopted it could hold up reimbursement.  There was no further discussion.  

Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-181 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-182 by title AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND THE TOWNSH OF MENDHAM IN CONNECTION WITH THE PURCHASE OF OPEN SPACE and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  

Mr. Mountain said this resolution reflects what actually happened in final negotiations with the Park Commission, a partner in the preservation of this open space property.  We told the County we would be the sole names on the deed; with the partnership of the Park Commission, and in order for the grant agreement to reflect that, we offer this resolution to match up the grant agreement with the transaction as it has been completed.  There was no further discussion.
Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-182 was approved unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.  

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-183 by title AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC, Matters Pertaining to: 

Potential Litigation – Tax Appeals; COAH (if needed).  

Contracts – Consulting Engineers 

and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Krieg seconded.  There was no discussion.  
Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-183 was adopted unanimously and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-184 by title AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,400.00 and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Mountain noted that this is transferring funds to provide for police and public works overtime during snow removal.  There was no further discussion.  
Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2009-184 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.

DISCUSSION
Mr. Mountain reported on the meeting with representatives with Bruno Associates, a group that provides grant assistance to communities.  The Finance Committee asked about the types of assistance they provide and how successful they have 
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been in achieving results with other municipalities.  We asked for a cost proposal.  They verbally advised of what they typically charge.  It is the feeling that this service, while attractive, may not be affordable for the Township at this point.  Until the cost information is received it is hard to give a recommendation.  
Mr. Phelan asked if they indicated if there are any stimulus funds available for funding of, for example, fire apparatus.  He said he understood that this company would look for what is available, with no guarantees, for a fee of as much as $50,000.  Mr. Mountain noted that the company indicated up front that there are no 
guarantees; they feel there are monies out there; but the would not want to put the timetable associated with getting that money in between public safety and getting a grant.  They encouraged the Township to look at the option if there were other needs.  The lead time for any monies coming of the stimulus package would probably be 6 to 8 month minimum range.  Their cost is subject to negotiation but they said they operate at a $50,000 flat fee per year.  

Ms. Florek noted that she reached out to Mr. Bonanni, Administrator at the County, as well as Congressman Frelinghuysen and asked them to look into the stimulus money. In both cases, based on the metrics used to evaluate whether towns could get stimulus funding for fire trucks, they do not believe that will happen.  If the Township were to use a group such as Bruno Associates it would be for grants.
Mayor Cioppettini stated that all five Governing Body members attended the League of Municipalities and asked each what he/she found insightful.

Mr. Krieg said that the League presents taped PBS programs and then asks for questions.  This year they had both the Democratic and Republic leaders.  He said one of the questions was why the COAH option to buy out their obligations through aid to another municipality was taken out.  Mr. Roberts said that’s the way it is.  He doesn’t think its right, but that’s it.  Mr. Krieg said they don’t understand the problems of the municipalities and they love to legislate and not fund.  He said he has heard that the incoming Governor will look into these unfunded mandates.  He also said he spent time on t he floor looking at emergency service equipment.  He said his goal was to she where the piece of equipment that the Fire Department has requested falls price wise.  He said it is right in the middle.

Ms. Florek said that there are 2 ongoing occurrences at the League – vendors which represent every kind of service all in 1 place and an outstanding series of seminars for every level of education for those employed in municipal government.  She said she looked into speed bumps and spent time with the engineer from Montclair.  Ms. Florek said she spent time with architects and construction managers concerning public/private partnerships, especially relative to COAH and Pitney.  She too spent time with the proposed provider for the new fire vehicle.  She said she thinks it is one of the finest conferences that have been put on.
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 14, 2009

Mr. Schrier said he concurs with the Deputy Mayor’s analysis.  He was interested in speaking with vendors and the savings potentials available.  He visited the firetruck vendor and he would like Mr. Phelan to comment.

Mr. Phelan said he spoke with Foley Machinery, a vendor for earthmoving equipment and engine generators.  He said they are willing to make an assessment, at no cost, of the equipment DPW is requesting and the life of what DPW is proposing to replace.  He also met with a company being considered for purchase of the firetruck.  He said the vehicle will replace 2 current pieces of equipment – a 37 year old support vehicle and a 27 year old pumper.  He said he has confirmed that there are grants available for funding for shared services studies and this is on the Township’s agenda. 

Mayor Cioppettini said he attended a number of seminars – on shared services and grant writing in particular and he did a lot of networking.  He said he is amazed to see how many communities similar to Mendham Township fund all of their emergency service operations through donations and no funds from the taxpayers.  They are self-sustaining. A number of towns with small libraries are able to meet needs through fundraising.  He said he looked at a lot of equipment and while it is nice to see he does not think we need any of it.  He also spoke to consultants who will come in and take a look at our current equipment and evaluate it.  

Mayor Cioppettini said he did have another conversation with Mayor Henry and he said that before the Township moves to purchase a firetruck he would like to sit down with neighboring mayors and make sure each town isn’t spending a lot of money on new equipment that may be duplicated or not needed because a nearby town has it.
Mr. Phelan commented that while the comments from the Mayor and Mayor Henry are appropriate we should not discount that the emergences of the Mendhams and the Chesters do meet and have had extensive conversations relative to the equipment that provides services for all of these municipalities.  The Borough provides aerial support.  The Township provides moving water from point A to point B.  It is appropriate to hear from the Emergency Services in how they plan and utilize equipment within each community.

 Mayor Cioppettini said that at the last meeting he asked that a committee be formed to investigate the Emergency Services Building so that a chair could be selected and begin to understand the task and ready for it.

Mr. Phelan supported the Mayor’s desire to do this, but said it is important to understand how the project was managed from the beginning.  A lot of those people need to be interviewed and there may be a need to generate all stakeholders at the time the project was conceived, through the time the specifications were written – former members of the Township Committee that participated in that process, current members, including the Mayor and Mr. Krieg, who were intricately involved 
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and who represented the Township.  He said he is not sure we need 8 people.  The Mayor said he recommended 6.
Mr. Krieg said that he asked counsel to look into this for any legal problems.

Mr. Falcon said that he and Mr. Mountain discussed this with the special counsel for the Emergency Services Building and he will be delivering a letter outlining his reservations, not with the desirability of the project, but the timing.  He is concerned about complications that could arise should the analysis by the committee proceed before the project is complete and before any claims and releases that would be completed.  
Mayor Cioppettini said that since there is no problem with the formation of the committee he would like to do that as soon as possible.

Mr. Falcon said there are no qualms with the committee to examine the project, but there may be some period of time between the time you put the committee together and the time that you can put them to work.

Ms. Florek said she objects to the work “investigate” – it does not portray what we are trying to do.  Lessons learned is the idea, in good faith – what we did good and what we can improve on.  You need to know the objective and scope before it is formed.

Mr. Krieg said he is very much for this committee but we need to examine the skill sets that we need for members of the committee so that we have 6 people that can bring their own expertise to the committee so that the report is thorough and efficient.
Mr. Schrier said that he is would like to discuss possible candidates in closed session as this is a privacy issue.  Mr. Falcon said that when a large group is considered those kinds of conversations are conducted in closed.  Mr. Schrier then suggested that the Committee go forward with the Mayor’s recommendation to put forth names and then have a closed session to discuss candidates.

Mayor Cioppettini said he asked each member to find 1 person to serve and Mr. Mountain find a 6th person outside of the community who would have information and be a neutral party. 

Ms. Florek said she likes Mr. Krieg’s suggestion to have representative skills on the committee and that at the next meeting define the skill sets and a mission statement.  Based on that we can come up with candidates.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain reported that the Emergency Services Building has a target date at the end of the week to move into the upstairs of the building.  There is a temporary CO 
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in place with restrictions to the kitchen area only.  Mayor Cioppettini that the surety is now providing a lot of cooperation.
CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Cioppettini reported that the Brookside Garden Club Program Committee expressed a desire to repair the gazebo on the Pitney property.  It is a beautification project on their part. They have located a contractor to repair roof and have received go ahead from Mrs. Pitney.  They are requesting that they be allowed to move forward in the spring.  Mayor Cioppettini thanked them for finding a worthy project in town to work on.  Mr. Phelan said this is a good idea and would like to see the gardens included.  He asked if we were ok with liabilities.  Mr. Mountain said he will verify with the insurance consultant but volunteers normally are protected.  Ms. Florek suggested that when the garden club is ready to move on this that it be advertised on the website so we can get it out there for people who can give time to the project.  All members agreed to give permission to the garden club to go ahead with this project.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier said that despite that the meeting was called for 5 pm he was delighted to see that there are 27 people attending. 

Mr. Schrier reported that with the Legislature in lame duck session there any bills are coming out – some frivolous, some with merit.  

At the meeting of the MUA on December 8, $500,000 was authorized to enter into a partnership with the Township for the Bartenstein property.  

The State has deferred property tax relief funding and a permanent cut is being considered.  In the meantime, the Department of Local Government Services has announced that the CMPTRA – Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief Act – payment will not be made as scheduled this year. It is being withheld at this time as a plan is developed to maintain the constitutionally required balance in the State budget.  There is a $20 million gap to be made up and it’s being made up on the backs of the taxpayers.  It’s an $800 million budget gap.  It is unconscionable of the State to do this after municipalities have crafted their budgets to include the relief.  

Assembly Budget Committee Chairman Louis Greenwald said that instead of airing the same complaints over potential cuts in State aid Mayors and Municipal leaders across the State need to start looking in their own backyards at wasteful practices that keep New Jersey’s property taxes the highest in the nation.  He seeks to bar towns from using aid cuts to raise taxes at the same time that they are slashing the money that is coming to us – the same money sent there by our property taxpayers.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Phelan this portion of the meeting was opened.
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Ken Cameron, 29A West Main Street

Mr. Cameron supported the discussion on a committee to investigate the Emergency Services Building and recommended 2 candidates per Governing Body member to choose from, a high level mission which the committee can then narrow the scope.  He also applauded Mr. Phelan for not accepting the 4% increase for dispatching services.  He asked if there was a report on the reassessment.

Mayor Cioppettini said it was due in January of 2010.

Mr. Schrier left the meeting at 6:41 p.m.

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road
Mr. Merritt expressed concerns about the project at the Pitney property noting that there are some potential hazards. He also said there are many projects that can be undertaken by volunteers such as the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.

June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane 
Mrs. Cioppettini thanked the Governing Body on behalf of the Garden Club and noted that the Basking Ridge chapter of the DAR has expressed interest in doing a project on Pitney.  

In addition she noted that Joletta Clark Diggs has a program she would like to bring to the Township for parents and children in sports and fitness.

Rick Blood, 32 Tingley Road

Mr. Blood expressed thanks to TAG for filming the meetings. He commented on having long forms of resolutions available to the public. He commended the Township on the small amount of the budget transfer needed at the end of the year and on maintaining a level tax rate.  He recommended better communication between the members of the Governing Body. He commented on grant opportunities. He volunteered to serve on the committee to study the Emergency Services Building.
Tim Timpson, East Main Street

Mr. Timpson thanked the Governing body for its work this year and urged re-appointment of Mayor Cioppettini.
Bob Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman thanked the Township Committee for the new yellow signs, thanked Mr. Mountain and the new Police Chief.  He also congratulated Mr. Schrier and Mr. Cioppettini.  He said he would like to see Mr. Cioppettini re-appointed as Mayor.  He asked the Governing body if they would support him.  Mr. Phelan said he would not support Mr. Cioppettini.  Mr. Cioppettini said he would serve again. Ms. Florek said she did not believe this was an appropriate question and would not answer.  Mr. Krieg said no decision has been made.
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Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Ms. Berlin said that TAG was planning a Townhall meeting in 2010 with a consultant to discuss shared police services.  She asked the Governing Body to make a $500 donation to TAG to pay the consultant. Mr. Cioppettini asked if the meeting included Mendham Borough.  Ms. Berlin said absolutely and perhaps even Randolph.  Mayor Cioppettini asked Ms. Berlin if she wanted the Township to share the fee with the other communities. She said she would ask Mendham Borough which would then make the contribution less.

Mr. Phelan said it is a good idea.  He said that in anticipation of a large crowd with residents of both the Township and the Borough, the marketing of the event is extremely important to get them to attend, as well as members of the Borough Council.  He asked where this would be held.  Ms. Berlin said there has been discussion but no decision.  Mr. Phelan asked if this was something that could be supported by donations and asked if that approach should be considered as opposed to asking the Towns to fund it.  Ms. Berlin said no.  She believes that there is probably enough money in the budget and it would signal to the public that the Committee is interested and committed to finding shared services; it sends a positive message. Mr. Phelan said that based upon what Ms. Berlin said concerning 
commitment that he would like her to approach the Borough about a donation and come back at the next meeting to decide if you want $500 or $250.  Mayor Cioppettini said he would be speaking to Mr. Henry and with the Township Committee’s permission he would like to ask him to come up with $250 if the Township can come up with $250.00.  Ms. Florek said that she does not think the money should be going to TAG, but that the Borough and the Township should pay the consultant directly as a fee.  Mr. Krieg said he would like to give it some thought.  Ms. Florek said it should be advertised in the Borough.

Tom Kelly, Summit Road

Mr. Kelly said the meeting was educational.  He said he believed Mayor Cioppettini has done a great job and opened up communication with the residents.

Mrs. Frank Wood Hinkley, 174 Route 24

Mr. Hinkley thanked Mrs. Zimmerman for her comments about the Verizon cell tower site.  She invited anyone to com on her property to check the buffering.  Mr. Phelan asked Mr. Mountain about what was considered by the Board of Adjustment.  Mr. Mountain said that what was done was verified to be consistent with what was required. 
Gail Mooney, 10 Summit Road

Ms. Mooney said she is not sure why residents do not vote for mayor in Mendham Township but if she did have a vote she would vote for Mayor Cioppettini.  Mayor Cioppettini explained that in the Mendham Township has a Township Committee form of government in which the residents elect the Committee members who in turn elect the mayor and deputy mayor.  There are a number of forms of government in the State of New Jersey.

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 14, 2009

Upon motion of Mr. Florek and second of Mr. Krieg this portion of the meeting was closed. 
PRESENTATION

Susan Kimball and Sam Tolley of the Master Plan Subcommittee gave a presentation on COAH and the Highlands and it is appended to the official minutes.  Mr. Tolley noted for the record that the Master Plan Subcommittee is making no recommendations.
There was discussion on whether to continue with the process toward petitioning the Highlands Council for plan conformance.  Mr. Tolley noted for the record that the Master Plan Subcommittee is making no recommendations.  He did suggest that the Township Committee allow Mrs. Kimball to make this presentation to the Planning Board.  That would allow the Township Committee time to see what may change in Trenton and get input from the Planning Board before any decision is made.  Mrs. Kimball said that if she continues the process and submits the next module to the Highlands Council the reimbursement will come through quicker.  The Township Committee agreed to this approach.  
At 7:53 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session on motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Krieg.

The Governing Body returned to open session on motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Krieg.  On motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Phelan the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.







Respectfully submitted, 







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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