MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

DECEMBER 13, 2010
Mayor Krieg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini





Ms. Florek
Mr. Phelan
Mr. Schrier

  Absent:

Mayor Krieg


  Also Present:

Christopher H. Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Deputy Mayor Florek led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 6, 2010; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 6, 2010.
PRESENTATION TO MENDHAM TOWNSHIP LIBRARY TEEN VOLUNTEERS


Deputy Mayor Florek introduced Mendham Township Library Board President Harriet Hochberg, Director Stephanie Cotton and Director of Youth Services Liz Stokes. Ms. Stokes and Ms. Florek presented Certificates of Recognition to the Library Teen Volunteers.  Ms. Stokes introduced each volunteer and thanked each teen for his/her enthusiastic service over the past year. 
Mr. Schrier read the following resolutions thanking Deputy Mayor Florek and Mr. Phelan for their years of service with the Township.

RESOLUTION 2010-171

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE TO 

PHYLLIS FLOREK

FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF 

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

WHEREAS, Phyllis Florek has served with distinction as a member of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham since January 1, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Florek served on the Board of Adjustment and the Planning Board and during her tenure on the Township Committee served as Mayor in 2007 and 2008; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Florek has given generously of her time and efforts in a dignified, faithful and professional manner and through her service has contributed to the welfare, safety and quality of life in the Township of Mendham; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Florek has earned the respect of her colleagues in both the Township of Mendham and throughout the County of Morris.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham, thanks Phyllis Florek for her years of service and expresses its appreciation and gratitude for her exemplary service and many contributions to the Township of Mendham and its residents. 

Mr. Cioppettini moved to adopt this resolution. Mr. Phelan seconded. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted yes and this resolution was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Ms. Florek thanked everyone present for their support. She said being able to represent the interests of Mendham, a glorious town in the County and State, has been extraordinary. 

RESOLUTION 2010-172

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE TO

BRIAN J. PHELAN

FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

WHEREAS, Brian J. Phelan has served with distinction as a member of the Mendham Township Committee for over twenty years, since April  23, 1990; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Phelan, during his tenure on the Township Committee served as Mayor in 1994 and 2001; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Phelan has also served as Chair of the Finance Committee, served on the Police Committee and has been active with and served as Chief of  Brookside Engine Company #1 and many other civic organizations; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Phelan has led the Township Committee through many and varied endeavors, always with the utmost professionalism and attention to detail, showing genuine care and concern for the Township of Mendham and earning the respect of the Community and his colleagues on the Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham, thanks Brian J. Phelan for his years of service and expresses its sincere appreciation for his exemplary service and all he has done for this municipality.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Phelan and his wife Lynne are wished the best of times as they enjoy a well earned retirement. 

Mr. Cioppettini moved to adopt this resolution. Mr. Schrier seconded. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted yes and this resolution was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Police Chief Crawford came forward with officers from his Department to present plaques to Ms. Florek and Mr. Phelan on behalf of the entire Police Department. He expressed his thanks and admiration for all that they have done for the community and wished them the best of luck.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Mr. Phelan the Regular Meeting minutes of November 30, 2010 were approved by all members present.

On motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Mr. Phelan the Executive Session minutes of November 30, 2010 were approved by all members present.

Mr. Schrier moved to adopt the minutes of the Special Meeting of December 6, 2010; Ms. Florek seconded. Mr. Cioppettini questioned whether Mrs. Carlson could sign these minutes since she was not present at the meeting. Mr. Falcon noted that Mrs. Carlson filed the minutes. When asked who took the minutes, Mr. Mountain said he did. Mr. Cioppettini asked that the minutes reflect that Mr. Mountain took the minutes and Mrs. Carlson recorded them. Mr. Phelan asked the definition of minutes. He said these are only an indication of who was present, who was present from the public and an indication of what was discussed. The minutes are rudimentary and asked if everyone was satisfied with the content of the minutes. Upon a call of the roll the vote was as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini

yes


Ms. Florek

abstain


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes


Mr. Krieg

absent

Mr. Phelan moved to approve a correction to the November 8, 2010 minutes where Mrs. Hayden was mistakenly referred to as Mrs. Carroll. Mr. Schrier seconded the motion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to approve.
Mr. Schrier asked to make a comment on an issue relative to the Committee and an issue he deems of great importance. He read the following statement into the record.

It was with disappointment, and sadness, that I learned that one Township Committee member told our attorney he would not be reappointed for 2011.

Disappointed, because our attorney has served Mendham Township for many years with great distinction, both as Planning Board Attorney and as our Municipal Attorney.   Based on his personal qualifications, his outstanding record, and the support, respect and admiration he enjoys, not only throughout Morris County but throughout the state of New Jersey, his reappointment at our Reorganization Meeting on January 3rd should have been made with no question.  

To disregard all that, for a purely political purpose, is indeed very disappointing.  

I have had the privilege of living here for well over 30 years. I know that has not been the way governing bodies in Mendham Township have acted in the past.  Purely political, retributive appointments of attorneys do not comport with the high ethical standards for which our town’s governing bodies have been known.  It is not a good thing for this town to undertake, now – or ever. 

I am saddened, as well, because I mistakenly believed that each of us, having served as Mayor, clearly understood the limitations of members of a township committee under the law in the state of New Jersey. We are all equal; we each have one vote, one as powerful as every other; we decide who among us will be chairman of this committee, and we call that chairman, Mayor. 

Within the law, our Mayor has very limited authority -- to issue proclamations, to set the meeting agenda, and chair the meetings. Period. To take unauthorized actions beyond those is to flunk “Township Committee 101.”

As you all know, there has, as yet, been no vote on an appointment of town attorney. In fact, there has been no discussion at all about that position among township committee members. So, for one member to say to an attorney, who must be approved by majority vote of committee members, taken in public session … to tell him he will not be appointed, is absolutely breathtaking. 

It is a brazen, unethical, attempt to exercise power without the right to do so.  

And where in this issue is that self-anointed township government watchdog, TAG? Is this “Transparency”? Is it “Accountability”?

If such an action is carried out, without due process and without authorization, it will be destructive to the proper legal authority of this duly elected body.  It may very well be challenged in the courts.  None of that will serve to brighten the image of 261-year old Mendham Township.  And that, is truly sad.

Mr. Cioppettini made the following statement:

At the end of our last meeting this Body took a step to appoint a new Superintendent of the Department of Public Works.  I said I would not support that because we did not follow what I considered best practices or our past procedures where we opened up positions to others from outside and within our community. And I was very troubled by this action and I walked away from that meeting knowing we had made a mistake in not following past procedures. And I searched to figure out why I felt that way and I asked one of my colleagues in our community for some assistance. And they told me, Frank, it’s very simple. Just go to the resolutions you adopted. And I went back and I looked at our resolutions. In the beginning of January this Body passed Resolution 2010-10 ADOPTING POLICY OF NON-DISCRIMINATION PURSUANT TO AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICY and I’ll read that:

WHEREAS, the Township of Mendham is fully cognizant of the need for true equal employment opportunity; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Mendham wishes to take an affirmative and leading role in the promotion of all federal and state laws forbidding discrimination in employment and hiring practices.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham, as follows:

1. That all employment opportunities hereafter available, especially at the managerial-administrative level, will be widely publicized, including notices to news media deemed most likely to reach members of minority groups; which media include:  The Daily Record, The Observer Tribune and all appropriate county and state agencies.

It goes on to state four other objectives. This Body ignored the resolution they passed unanimously in January 2010 on April 4, skirted the law, violated the law, in my opinion, did not advertise, did not seek any other candidates and I believe we have left ourselves open for a lawsuit. Personally I deem the resolution that was passed at the last meeting null and void and I’ll ask our attorney to comment. 

Mr. Phelan asked to address this. Mr. Phelan noted that Mr. Cioppettini had not responded to the comments of Mr. Schrier. He said that Mr. Cioppettini took action independently of the existing Township Committee and the Township Committee that will start in January and failed to ask the opinion of those bodies. He said that is wrong. Mr. Phelan then spoke of how the Township Committee, including Mr. Cioppettini, interviewed outside candidates, and Dave Read, Jr., for the position of foreman. He was chosen for that position and then encouraged to continue his schooling and obtain his public works certification. It was, in a way, a commitment; we would have the ability to hire from within for such an appointment. He is highly qualified and demonstrated his managerial role. Mr. Phelan said for Mr. Read to be brought up in this forum in response to Mr. Schrier’s statement, which had nothing to do with the appointment of an individual, is disappointing for lack of transparency and accountability. 
Mr. Phelan said in this evening’s agenda there is an item that says “reorganization meeting”, a meeting which requires an attorney. Appointment of an attorney was never discussed and the Committee does not know who the attorney will be. Mr. Phelan said that the Committee should have that discussion in closed session. There is no idea of compensation or qualifications of the attorney and the best interest of the community cannot be addressed without that information. He said the appointment should be based on compensation and qualifications, not a political promise. He said he believes the appointment will be based on a political promise; this is a serious issue and Mr. Cioppettini should be admonished for his actions without the authority of the membership of the Committee or the knowledge of the Township Administrator.
Mr. Cioppettini said he had nothing to say about the individual appointed, it was the process. He again asked Mr. Falcon to comment.

Mr. Falcon said that he is reluctant to determine that the resolution adopted was null and void for failure to follow the policy that Mr. Cioppettini read. He said it is true that the policy was adopted last year at the Organization meeting. It is one of a number of policies prepared by labor counsel and included in the employee manual. He said it is  a serious matter to understand whether or not this results in a legal impediment and he recommended referring the matter to labor counsel. He said he guesses that this policy has something to do with compliance with affirmative action requirements and submittals that must be made to the State of NJ that show compliance. He said it is impossible this evening to issue a definitive opinion on a subject as this and he recommended that it be referred to labor counsel.  Mr. Cioppettini expressed concerns about affirmative action steps and expressed concerns about a lawsuit. He said he does not believe the Township can affirm to the State that it followed the affirmative action policy. 

Mr. Mountain said he will follow through on this suggestion. He agreed with Mr. Falcon that there are other polices to review and he will ask labor counsel to review if it is the desire of the Township Committee. Deputy Mayor Florek said that in the interest of the people coming in next year that this should be passed on to labor counsel. Next year’s Mayor and Governing Body will make the decision on how to move forward.

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Deputy Mayor Florek opened this portion of the meeting.
Marian Koste, Ironia Road

Mrs. Koste said there is a lot of hope for Mendham Township and she is inspired by all the young adults that she saw receive recognition at the meeting. She commented on a December 2 meeting that she attended which included many residents, Maribeth Thomas, Sam Tolley and Mr. Cioppettini, but was concerned that the other Township Committee members were not in attendance. She said many concerns were expressed about the Town, including financial concerns of running the Township. She said she is reminded that Mendham has many residents who care about the Township and wish to see it flourish. The forum allowed the residents to discuss issues in a less formal manner than at a Committee meeting. Mrs. Koste commented that in the past residents appeared to be pleased with the running of the Township and elected officials. She commented on the anger and rudeness she saw over the past year from both the audience and Committee and it appears that people are choosing sides. She wondered if that is because of the economy or because the elected officials did have the best interests of the Township at heart. She does not believe that to be the case. There is the same desire to keep Mendham a town where people want to raise their children and keep the quality of life. These are trying times and people do not agree on everything, but everyone is in it together; keep the Town fiscally fit and run it to the best of our abilities, a town to be proud of. She said she hopes that everyone part of the current movement to fix problems will remain visible and vocal when the financial good times return. Mrs. Koste thanked Ms. Florek and Mr. Phelan and praised them for their dedicated concern for the community. Mrs. Koste welcomed Maribeth Thomas and Sam Tolley to the Committee and congratulated them both. She thanked all the members of the Committee for their dedication and the citizens of Mendham for taking part in what’s happening in the Town and keeping it a good place to live. She asked that everyone come together in a more civilized manner. 
Robert Zimmerman, West Main Street
Mr. Zimmerman said he was saddened by the article in the paper and that Mendham Township is splashed over the paper. He asked how this got into the newspapers. Ms. Florek said she called the newspaper and finds it surprising that this would surprise him since in the previous year Mr. Cioppettini was calling the newspaper on a regular basis. Mr. Zimmerman said he assumed that was for a good thing and it’s not a good thing to air these issues in the public. He said his understanding was that this issue came about differently than they way the paper heard it. He said that the Committee knows that none of them can make a unilateral decision. No one fired Mr. Falcon because it is not legal to do it. If he were not to be re-instated it would be the decision of the new Committee. The impression that the newspaper gave is that Mr. Cioppettini unilaterally fired someone. Mr. Phelan expressed a difference of opinion with Mr. Zimmerman on this matter. Ms. Florek said that when an article is written, the editor calls and speaks to people involved. What he printed is what was gleaned from the people who were asked questions. 
Diana Brown, Ironia Road

Mrs. Brown offered best wishes to Ms. Florek and Mr. Phelan and thanked them for their service. She then commented on the substantial raise in salary given to the Mendham Township K-8 superintendent by rescinding his old contract and issuing a new one. She said she is disappointed that the school board did this knowing a possible cap was coming. She said the citizens have been put in a bad position because when the superintendent negotiates the next teacher contract and asks them to take a wage freeze, he is standing on no moral ground. She believes that the salary is a lot to pay for someone who oversees a small unit such as the Township. She said she is troubled that her fellow citizens did this. She said she hopes there is a way to begin a dialog. Mrs. Brown expressed her opinion that there should be more transparency at the schools and those meetings should also be taped. She said the schools are a good investment but it has to be kept under control. 
Mr. Schrier said there has been a call for videotaping school board meetings for some time but the board has resisted. There has been trouble getting volunteers to do it. Mr. Schrier said there are high school students who would be willing to assist. He endorsed Mrs. Brown’s ideas. Ms. Florek encouraged people to vote during school board elections.

Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mr. Staples said he disagrees with Mr. Zimmerman. He said the essence of democracy is open, clear and transparent government and what insures that is the media. He is glad the newspaper is involved and asking questions. He said bad news should not be hidden and the public should address it. Mrs. Hayden has been a tremendous speaker for the need for transparency and open government. That is what is being discussed. He said he may not agree with various media outlets but dirty laundry should not be hidden. He also said the discourse should be kept civil. There are heckling and comments from the audience; people should be given respect. 

Mike Brown, Ironia Road

Mr. Brown said he hopes that in next year’s budget funds will be found to properly fix Ironia Road. It is different from the other locations where this has been done and it needs to be repaved.

With no one else to be heard Deputy Mayor Florek closed this portion of the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

The Township Committee recognized Skylar Fraenkel, who has moved from a Junior member to a Regular member of Brookside Engine Company #1. Deputy Mayor Florek offered congratulations to Mr. Fraenkel.

RESOLUTIONS

Deputy Mayor Florek read RESOLUTION 2010-173 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Cioppettini seconded. There was no discussion. On a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Deputy Mayor Florek read RESOLUTION 2010-174 REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #10-00004 by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Phelan so moved; Mr. Cioppettini seconded. There was no discussion. On a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Deputy Mayor Florek read RESOLUTION 2010-175 BUDGET TRANSFER RESOLUTION  by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked if the police salary budget was exceeded and said he thought money was going to be saved. Mr. Mountain said the decision made on compensation for the Lieutenant and pro rata
share of the new police officer were not part of the original budget. A tremendous amount of money is being saved on overtime.  On a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Deputy Mayor Florek read RESOLUTION 2010-176 OPPOSING ASSEMBLY BILL A-2095 AND SENATE BILL S-818 WHICH REVISE REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDICAL ERVICE DELIVERY by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Mr. Mountain explained that there are several issues with these bills and while it started with good intentions a number of additions have been made that are believed to have a detrimental effect on volunteerism and on departments being able to afford what they have to do. Mr. Schrier read aloud 3 of the statements in the resolution that set out why the Township is opposed to the legislation. On a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Deputy Mayor Florek read RESOLUTION 2010-177AUTHORIZING PERFORMANCE BOND REDUCTION BLOCK 123 LOTS 24, 25, 33, 34 GREENVIEW ESTATES by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Cioppettini seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that a majority of the work on the subdivision improvements has been completed. The amount of bond held by the Town will reflect what still remains on the site. On a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Deputy Mayor Florek read RESOLUTION 2010-178 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC Matters Pertaining to Contracts – Police, Personnel – Police Department, Litigation – Mazoh v. Wells Fargo, Tilcon, Assessor Update  by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded. Mr. Phelan asked whether discussion of the appointment of a new attorney should be added to this resolution as a new attorney must be present for the reorganization meeting. Mr. Cioppettini stated that an attorney was not needed at that meeting. Ms. Florek asked Mr. Falcon for a clarification. Mr. Falcon said the decision on a 2011 attorney does not fall to the current Committee. Having an attorney provides a level of comfort should questions arise which require interpretation of procedure or ordinance. As a practical matter that may not be able to be accomplished prior to the meeting. Ms. Florek asked Mr. Cioppettini and Mr. Schrier if it would make sense for Mr. Falcon to prepare something on what needs to be in place for the meeting. Mr. Cioppettini said that is not necessary. Mr. Schrier said that having an attorney present is beneficial and he would be comfortable knowing there is a competent municipal attorney at the meeting. There was discussion on whether all Committee members have knowledge of a candidate for municipal attorney. There was no further discussion. 
Mr. Phelan moved to amend this resolution to add discussion of township attorney in the closed session items. Mr. Schrier seconded. The vote on this amendment was as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini

no


Ms. Florek

no


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes

The motion failed.

A roll call vote on the original resolution was as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini

yes


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

no


Mr. Schrier

no

Resolution 2010-178 was not adopted.

Deputy Mayor Florek proposed a new resolution 2010-179 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC Matters pertaining to: Contracts – Police, Personnel – Police Dept., Litigation – Assessor Update
Mr. Schrier moved to adopt; Mr. Phelan seconded. A roll call vote was as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini

no


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes

This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

DISCUSSION – 2011 Organizational Meeting
Mr. Phelan said the most important item was how the position of attorney would be addressed. Ms. Florek asked the date and time. Mr. Schrier said January 3 at 7:00 pm. 

Deputy Mayor Florek thanked Mr. Falcon for his service and announced that he would like to say a few words.

Mr. Falcon read the letter that he sent to the Township Committee.

Dear Members of the Township Committee:

I am advised that the incoming Township Committee will designate new counsel to serve as Township Attorney in 2011.  Accordingly, and in light of the fact that my annual appointment will conclude on December 31, 2010, I wish to take the opportunity to thank you for the privilege of providing legal representation to the Township these last several years.   While I obviously would have preferred that this change was not to be made, I certainly recognize that the Township Committee is entitled to have legal counsel of its choosing. As a one-time Mayor myself, I understand that it is the prerogative of the client that is preeminent.

I have enjoyed enormously working with the Township Committee, the Boards and Committees of the Township and all of the many employed and volunteer individuals who help you provide local government services to the community.  I believe that we advanced your agenda on many fronts, solved some thorny legal problems and brought about the favorable conclusion of all litigation in which the Township has been engaged over these years. Your municipal staff is first rate and unfailingly helpful and responsive in all of my dealings with them. It goes without saying that in Steve Mountain you have an exceedingly knowledgeable and conscientious Administrator. I have also greatly enjoyed interaction with residents who have called me from time to time with concerns in connection with various problems they encountered.

During my tenure I have studiously avoided, as is proper, any comment on policy matters not having legal implications and most especially partisan issues. I will not depart from that practice now other than to observe that even in the sometimes contentious public meetings of the last couple of years there seems to have been substantial unanimity over the objectives sought to be achieved for the betterment of the Township but much friction over the process of getting there.
Process is a lot easier to harmonize than policy and so it would be my hope going forward that the “us versus them” atmospherics which have frequently characterized your proceedings can, over time, become more of a “we” attitude. You really are all in the same boat.  You have an exceptional and beautiful community populated by many gifted and accomplished people with an enviable municipal government which is historically well managed and quite frugal.

Hopefully, the grim realty of diminishing resources with which to govern over the next several years will lead you to new opportunities for collaboration and new approaches to old problems.

Please be aware that if the occasion should ever arise when you or your counsel need background information from a legal standpoint which is useful in some situation which you are in the process of addressing, my door is always open and I would be pleased to help.
Again, I thank you for the opportunity to have represented you and wish you all success in your endeavors in 2011 and beyond.

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain said the Township has been confirmed to have secured Energy Grant monies available through the State and thanked Mr. and Mrs. Cioppettini for their work on it. That will help with the assessment of buildings for improved energy technology which will green the buildings and lead to substantial savings.
Mr. Mountain extended well wishes to Ms. Florek who has served as Mayor for two terms. He said he greatly enjoyed working with Ms. Florek during her terms as Mayor and he wishes her all the best as he is sure she will continue to be involved.

Mr. Mountain said that Mr. Phelan and Mr. Schrier are the only remaining members of the Township Committee who were sitting when he was hired. He said he was very impressed with their search and with them. He said he has worked closely with Mr. Phelan in his years as Finance Chair and Mayor. He said he will miss his spirited challenges and devils advocacy and all of the things he did to spur the Administration and the Committee. 
Mr. Mountain wished Mr. Falcon the best saying he enjoyed working with him personally and his firm. He has been an excellent advisor to the Administration and the Governing Body.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Mr. Schrier reported that the NJ Assembly approved an overhaul of the affordable housing provisions in the State law. Mr. Schrier said he does not know the implications. 
Mr. Schrier reported that there will be vote on interest arbitration on the next day. This could have a broad impact on contracts throughout the State.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt noted that he is speaking as an individual. Mr. Merritt encouraged the Township Committee to make it a priority to work within the Community and act to make videotaping of school board meetings a reality.  He said the Committee has access to resources to make it a priority and get it done. He also spoke of the newspaper article on the township attorney. He said many people have spoken about the actions of others. Ms. Florek acknowledged that she called the paper and he hoped Mr. Cioppettini would take advantage of the opportunity, rather than having the community learn second hand through the newspaper, to speak about what is transpiring and how the Town is being led. 

Mr. Schrier said conversations took place after the newspaper article was planned and before it appeared with the newspaper’s editor. He said the newspaper was not off the mark. What was read was first hand information, not hearsay. He said he hopes there is no misunderstanding that “we were blowing smoke.” There were facts.  Mr. Schrier also commented that if Mr. Merritt was suggesting that the Township add TAG as a municipal entity or find funding in the 2011 budget to help TAG videotape, the Township does not have funding for that. 

Mr. Merritt clarified that to meet the social need that the Township Committee thinks is so important of televising other bodies meetings, he is not asking that TAG be recognized or supported in that role or become an official body.  He is saying that leaders of the community should demonstrate more leadership by making it happen; they have access to more resources than the individual volunteer donors and members of TAG who have taken it upon themselves to meet the social good of videotaping and bearing the costs of preparing the materials so the meetings can be telecast. It is a significant amount of work but a challenge which they have demonstrated can be met. The Committee has repeatedly called on TAG to increase efforts and tape other meetings and he is inviting the committee to join and try to solve that problem. He said that he is asking that people represent their own actions and, not having been present or an opportunity to hear directly from parties whose actions were taken, he has invited Mr. Cioppettini to represent his view of his actions. 

Mr. Cioppettini chose not to respond other than to say there is a township attorney until December 31. The new committee has the right to choose a township attorney and that decision will be made by those five at the appropriate time.
June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini, as a member of the Board of Trustees for the Library, thanked the Township Committee for acknowledging the Teen Council. She said that in the past a Library was not the place to be.  There are 70 members who volunteer under the leadership of Liz Stokes.  More of this leadership in the Town is needed from people of all ages to do things that we are unable to pay for.

Mrs. Cioppettini spoke of the energy grant received. A total of $42,000 this year brought in by work from Steve Mountain and John Wagar. Mrs. Cioppettini encouraged the public to be on the lookout for any grants that may be available for the Township. 
Deputy Mayor Florek noted that this information was made available at the League of Municipalities Convention and Mrs. Cioppettini said $20,000 was earmarked for Mendham Township.  Mrs. Cioppettini said if Mendham hadn’t taken advantage of the opportunity, its portion would have been re-pooled. Mrs. Cioppettini noted that there is $50,000 more available to be applied for to help make the buildings more efficient. Mr. Schrier noted that Morris County is undertaking a new round of energy grants that will be available to municipalities and schools.
Ann Van Vorhis, 2 Roxiticus Road

Ms. Van Vorhis noted she has lived in the township for 63 years and is attending a Committee meeting for the first time because of the article in the newspaper. She said she is upset with the lack of respect and divisiveness and it has to stop. She said she went to the meeting on December 2 and understood there was a shortfall. She thought the Township could get through it if the 5 people sitting on the Committee would work together.

With no one else to be heard, Deputy Mayor Florek closed this portion of the meeting.

At 9:56 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session
The Governing Body returned to open session at 10:52 pm. 
Deputy Mayor Florek called for a motion to confirm the filing of an appeal with the State of New Jersey to challenge the Equalization Table promulgated by the Division of Taxation pertaining to Mendham Township and to authorize special tax counsel to litigate the appeal. Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to confirm filing of the appeal.
On motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Schrier the meeting was adjourned at 10:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 






Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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