                                              MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOVEMBER 29, 2011

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Krieg

Absent





Mr. Merkt

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present



Mr. Tolley

Absent



Mayor Cioppettini
Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on February 14, 2011; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on February 14, 2011.

Mayor Cioppettini read RESOLUTION 2011-187 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC Matters Pertaining to Personnel – Police, by title, and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

At 7:02 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session.

The Governing Body reconvened in open session at 7:29 p.m.

PRESENTATION – MORRIS COUNTY BRIDGE DEPARTMENT
Brian Caruso of the Morris County Bridge Department and representatives from Hatch Mott MacDonald, who are working with Morris County, gave a short presentation on the bridge to be constructed at Union Schoolhouse Road. The new bridge will have two 12’ travel lanes with 3’ shoulders for pedestrian safety. It replaces a one lane bridge. The new bridge will look similar to the Mosle Road Bridge over the North Branch about a mile downstream. Mrs. Thomas asked if could be made smaller and still safe. Mayor Cioppettini asked the carrying capacity of the bridge. It is at the NJ legal load of 80,000 pounds. Mrs. Thomas asked who monitors this bridge construction. The engineer said the State Historic Preservation Office must review it.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of November 14, 2011. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to approve.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of November 14, 2011. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to approve.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road
Mr. Merritt questioned whether the bridge had been assessed to assure that it would hold emergency vehicles and have the ability to withstand the stresses of hurricanes. Mayor Cioppettini noted that the engineer has stated that it is being built to DOT stands, which will exceed any emergency vehicle in Town.

Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman commented on the proposed animal control ordinance and suggested adding a quarantine requirement if dogs bite other dogs and also adding giving the police the authority to send a notice to dog owners in these situations.
John Donato, 48 Ironia Road

Mr. Donato commented on Resolution 2011-190. He questioned the necessity for participating in the statewide program. He believed it was not preventative and urged the Governing Body to investigate the expense.

Tim Timpson, 22 East Main Street

Mr. Timpson asked about the aesthetics of the Union Schoolhouse Road Bridge. He suggested that the County find a picture taken from the Mill Pond that showed the original bridge.

Marian Koste, Ironia Road

Mrs. Koste also expressed some concerns on the proposed animal control ordinance. She asked if the public scoping hearing on the proposed diversion of green acres property would address the joint venture at the old Seeing Eye Kennels. Mr. Mountain said it would.
Betty Kiser, 58 Ironia Road
Mrs. Kiser asked if there was any further information on her request for help with the drainage on her property. Mayor Cioppettini said he is meeting with Mr. Hanson to go over plans and see if anything can be done to help.

Norm Preston, West Main Street

Mr. Preston asked if there was going to be a meeting on December 27. Mayor Cioppettini said it is his intention to hold that meeting.

With no one else to be heard Hearing Persons Present was closed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Cioppettini made the following announcement:
· The Public Forum has been rescheduled to January 12, 2012 at the elementary school.

OLD BUSINESS

Mrs. Thomas inquired about the leases for municipally owned properties. Mr. Mountain said the marketing process has begun and the current tenants are being advised of the new lease terms. 
NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCES

Mayor Cioppettini read ORDINANCE 4-2011 AMENDING CHAPTER FIVE OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM - ANIMAL CONTROL by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Mills noted that the second reading and public hearing on this ordinance is scheduled for December 12. There was a brief discussion on Mrs. Zimmerman’s suggestions. Mr. Mills noted that non-substantial changes could be made to the ordinance at the next meeting. Mr. Merkt said that the purpose of the public hearing is to have the opportunity to hear from the public and the Governing Body will have to hear those comments before it decides on changes. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt on first reading. This ordinance is appended to the official minutes.
RESOLUTIONS

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-188 AUTHORZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-189 APPOINTING VINCENT PAGANO AND BRIAN 
HERCHICK TO THE POSITION OF SERGEANT IN THE MENDHAM TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-190 SUPPORTING THE DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER 2011 YEAR END STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mrs. Thomas asked if there is a cost involved in this. Chief Crawford said that adopting this resolution allows the Township to receive a $5,000 grant to implement the program. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-191 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL 

TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP THEREIN FOR THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2016 by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mr. Mountain said there is a cost of approximately $1000 per year, but noted that this is the Township’s most often used purchasing cooperative and the savings far outweigh the cost. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-192 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-193 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC, Matters Pertaining to Personnel – Police, Recreation, Board of Health/Board of Adjustment; Contracts – Public Works, by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION

Mayor Cioppettini asked the Township Committee members to review the resolution prepared in response to Jersey Central Power & Light’s poor performance during the storm. Mr. Merkt said that although he may have been inclined to file a formal complaint, this resolution makes a good statement. Mayor Cioppettini asked that all neighboring municipalities and the appropriate officials receive a copy of the resolution. Mr. Merkt moved to adopt Resolution 2011-194 CALLING FOR IMPROVED STORM RESPONSE FROM JCP&L AND COMMITMENT TO DEVELOP A BETTER STORM ACTION PLAN. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini announced that seven residents had volunteered for the Ad Hoc Committee on the siren. He moved that the following residents be appointed to the committee: Richard Stewart, Stan Hays, Missy Partridge, Craig Schader, Robert Zimmerman, Frank Vigilante and Adrianne Dion. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members present agreed to this motion. Mayor Cioppettini asked Mrs. Carlson to contact the Emergency Service organizations with a request for representation on this committee.
Mr. Mountain asked that discussion on the Comcast franchise agreement be deferred to the next meeting.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting. With no one to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.
The Governing Body adjourned to closed session at 8:17 p.m. The Mayor announced it would last approximately one hour.
The Governing Body adjourned back into open session at 8:48 p.m.

Mayor Cioppettini spoke to the Governing Body about a resident who was charged interest on a late tax payment and would like to have the interest waived. Mr. Mills said that statutorily the Governing Body lacks the authority to waive the interest.

Mayor Cioppettini announced that the annual Reorganization meeting would be held on January 3, 2012. 

Upon motion of Mr. Merkt and second of Mrs. Thomas the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann L. Carlson, RMC, Township Clerk 
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