                                              MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOVEMBER 14, 2011

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Krieg

Present





Mr. Merkt

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present



Mr. Tolley

Present




Mayor Cioppettini
Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Mayor Cioppettini asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence to remember longtime resident Raymond Woodhull, a sixty-six year veteran of Brookside Engine Company #1, and Mendham Township icon, who passed away over the week-end. 
Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on February 14, 2011; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on February 14, 2011.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Mayor Cioppettini spoke of the town-wide devastation during the nor’easter in October and thanked the emergency services volunteers for their work. He introduced and thanked Brookside Chief Jay Alderton, First Aid Squad Captain Robin Johnston and OEM Manager Buzzy Thomas, who was not able to attend. Mr. Tolley also commended the Department of Public Works, the Police Department and the Library, which was a great resource for internet use by displaced residents. 
PRESENTATION – WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
John Mallon, Chair of the Wildlife Management Committee, Police Chief Crawford and Police Sergeant Bittman gave a brief update on how the Wildlife Management Committee manages the hunting program in the Township. Mr. Mallon noted that this Committee has a limited budget. It was formed twelve years ago to address deer overpopulation and is made up of five residents, two police officers and a Township Committee liaison. There had been an issue with illegal hunting and since formation of the committee and institution of rules of conduct this has been addressed successfully. Each hunter must meet State and Township regulations. The Committee organizes the number of hunters and location of hunting. Each hunter must participate in an education course prior to receiving a license. 

Chief Crawford noted that there has been a dramatic decrease in the amount of motor vehicle accidents involving deer and in the number of complaints received from residents. 

Mayor Cioppettini was appreciative of the Committee seeking permission from landowners during hunting season so they are informed and cooperative. 
Mr. Tolley asked when the Governing Body would receive a report on the yield. Mr. Mallon replied February. 

Mrs. Thomas noted that she had concerns about hunters from out of state and hunters who had problems with complying with the regulations. After discussions with Wildlife Management it appears that those issues are under control.

Chief Crawford asked that any resident with concerns about hunting reach out to him.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of October 25, 2011. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll, Mrs. Thomas abstained and all remaining members present voted to approve.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of October 25, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll Mrs. Thomas abstained and all remaining members present voted to approve.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Cecelia Donato, Ironia Road
Mrs. Donato commented on the JCP&L response to the October storm. She said the company is ignoring maintenance and properly trimmed trees would not have come down. She also said that the workers in the field were not the ones making the decisions. She asked the committee to make sure that the right people at JCP&L know how the residents feel.  Mayor Cioppettini said this issue will be considered during the Discussion portion of the meeting.

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Cioppettini made the following announcements.

· He offered congratulations to Mr. Merkt and Mr. Strobel on their successful campaigns to fill the Township Committee seats for 2012.

· The public forum postponed for November 2 has not yet been rescheduled. The new date will be publicized when it has been finalized.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no Old Business.

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTIONS

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-182 AUTHORZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-183 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-184 2011 BUDGET APPROPRIATE TRANSFER by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that such transfers can only be done after November 1, and they are done to be able to move funds from department to department. The recent storms have caused shortages in some departments and there were some under-projections. Mr. Tolley asked about the reimbursements from past storms. Mr. Mountain explained that those funds are returned to the line items that they were spent against. Otherwise it goes into surplus. Mr. Merkt noted that a significant part is not controllable and the other items can provide information for the new budget. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-185 CANCELLING $7,000 FROM RESERVE FOR FUTURE SEWER IMPROVEMENTS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that there was some damage at the sewer plant due to the storm and in order to use this money for repairs it must be canceled from the reserve. This has been submitted to FEMA. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-186 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC, Matters Pertaining to Personnel – Recreation, Planner, and Police by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION

Siren Ad Hoc Committee

Mayor Cioppettini asked the Governing body to consider formation of a committee to study the siren. Mr. Tolley recused himself from the discussion as he is a member of Brookside Engine Company #1. Mr. Mills felt there was no conflict with him advising on this issue even though he is a member of the Fire Company

Mr. Krieg said he felt such a committee with representatives from the emergency services is appropriate. He also suggested that Mr. Mountain look for an expert in this area.

Mayor Cioppettini said that information will be put on the website and asked the public to contact Mr. Mountain or apply through the volunteer section of the website, as soon as possible. It will be on the November 29 agenda.

Drainage Issue – Betty Kiser

Mayor Cioppettini said that his meeting with Mrs. Kiser on her drainage issue had to be postponed due to the storm and he will contact her as soon as things are back to normal.

Township Clerk Position

Mayor Cioppettini announced that the Township Committee will be interviewing potential candidates for the Township Clerk position. It was decided that he and Mr. Tolley will meet with the candidates initially. The full Committee will interview the final candidates.

JCP&L Storm Response

Mayor Cioppettini said he would like to consider forming a committee to look into infrastructure issues and what options are available to the Town. He would like to discuss these things with JCP&L and get assurances that they are putting money back into the Town.
Mr. Merkt said that although this was an extraordinary storm the utility is supposed to be prepared for these contingencies. He supported Mayor Cioppettini’s suggestion and further thought that a resolution should be adopted to record and memorialize the dissatisfaction with the utility. 

Mayor Tolley expressed some concerns that residents would be over-encouraged by such a committee; it is a frustrating exercise and may accomplish nothing. He said he would like to look in to the Town’s emergency response and see if we can plan better. 

Mayor Cioppettini suggested that the Technology Committee look into having a place where residents could have internet access during these emergencies as this is an internet society. 

Mr. Tolley also suggested that the Township Committee look into compensation for the OEM Manager.  Very few OEM managers in NJ are unpaid. Mayor Cioppettini said this should also be discussed with the Borough as he serves both towns.

Mr. Krieg asked Mayor Cioppettini if he had any knowledge of the meeting that the mayors of neighboring towns had in Trenton with the school superintendent. Mayor Cioppettini said he was not invited to the meeting but was told they met with the Department of Education and were advised they would be getting no money. Mr. Krieg said he heard differently and asked the Mayor to find out what occurred.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt noted that there are still substantial safety issues remaining after the storm, with large branches above wires which will come down if not removed. There is a lot of large debris and an abandoned transformer on Mountainside Road. He recommended an assessment of the Township to see what needs to be done. Mr. Mountain said he can coordinate this with the Department of Public Works. The debris removal is the responsibility of the utility company.
Mr. Merritt asked where the reimbursements from FEMA were credited. Mr. Mountain explained that they go back to the particular line item that the cost came from. Mr. Merritt asked about reimbursement for volunteer hours and if that would go to the emergency services. Mr. Mountain said the Township has applied for those funds, but to date has not received volunteer reimbursement. Mr. Mountain said he hopes this is an opportunity for the emergency services to receive funding at a time when their budgets have been cut so drastically.

Noreen Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mrs. Staples wanted to make residents aware that some insurance companies do reimburse the cost of food lost during emergency situations. She suggested that residents who lost food in their refrigerators or freezers contact their insurance companies in the event that they will get reimbursement.

Mrs. Staples asked if the Township has an arborist and said that if the Township is proactive perhaps it can find a better way to deal with trees during storms in the future. 

Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wowk asked about the planner position being discussed in executive session. Mr. Mountain said it is a professional service and as the current planner is retiring, there is a need to move forward with a replacement. The planner is not a Township employee.

Mr. Wowk also agreed with Mr. Tolley that JCP&L’s response problems will not be helped by a committee. Mayor Cioppettini said he was hoping to find from the committee what steps the Town can take to put pressure on JCP&L.  Mr. Wowk said this is happening all around us and a joint approach might be to hire an expert to lead the towns through it rather than forming a committee. 

Robert Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman asked the Mayor what methodology will be used to form the siren committee. Mayor Cioppettini said he believes the Township will get between four and a dozen people who would like to serve on the committee. If there are more than a dozen volunteers, that will be dealt with at the time.

Denis Degan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan would like clarification on whose responsibility it is to take care of dangling limbs that are not touching power lines. He had a situation at his home and the power company moved the limb off the wires, but left it on the tree and it now hangs over his driveway. He also noted that the only ways to prevent so much tree damage is to bury cables or cut down the trees close to a wire and you must be careful not to have JCP&L remove all those trees. Mr. Mills said the utility company has some responsibility because they contributed to Mr. Deegan’s condition. If they are not involved with the wires initially it is the homeowner’s problem.  

Diana Orban Brown, Ironia Road

Mrs. Brown noted that after Hurricane Irene her utility bill was 50% higher than previous two months and she was out of power for 5-6 days. The bill following that was a fraction of the normal bill. She said she concludes that they are manipulating revenues. If there is an ad hoc committee, this needs to be looked at. After reading newspaper accounts that they will recoup their costs through ratepayer increases they are requesting from the BPU, she said this has to be watched closely.  Mayor Cioppettini noted that a Township group has been in front of the BPU about their water rates and they have recently been notified that their rates will increase. Mrs. Brown thanked the Mayor, Mr. Mountain and Committee members for all the time they spent helping during the storms.

Mike Brown, Ironia Road

Mr. Brown praised the Department of Public Works for all the hard work clearing snow and limbs.  He noted that had JCP&L done as good a job, residents would not have been without power for so long.
Marion Koste, Ironia Road

Mrs. Koste expressed thanks to the Emergency Services for all that was done for the community during the storm.  She was able to take advantage of the services offered at the Emergency Services Building. She expressed concern about a committee being formed and trying to address issues with the BPU. The issues have been going on for a long time. Five years ago she asked JCP&L to look into outage problems that she had and they did fix things; now things are back the way they were. She went to the BPU as an individual but nothing was done. She thinks that this is an issue that politicians should get involved with – perhaps with other communities as well. 
Norm Preston, West Main Street

Mr. Preston said he understands that the BPU may be sympathetic to a rate hike after the storm, but after the bills are paid off the rates should go back. He also suggested that the Township appoint the OEM director as a part time public works employee in order to be paid for what he does. 

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.
The Governing Body adjourned to closed session at 8:51 p.m. The Mayor announced it would last between an hour and an hour and a half.
The Governing Body adjourned back into open session at 10:21 p.m.

Upon motion of Mrs. Thomas and second of Mr. Merkt the meeting was adjourned at 10:21 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann L. Carlson, RMC, Township Clerk 
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