MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

OCTOBER 27, 2009

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Phelan
Mr. Krieg 






Mr. Schrier 
Mayor Cioppettini
  Absent:

Ms. Florek


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of both the Regular Session and Executive Session of October 13, 2009, were approved unanimously.  
OLD BUSINESS

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Krieg Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Robert Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman asked for the status of replacing the orange traffic signs in Main Street and adding signs at the school.  Acting Chief Crawford will check on the status.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-158 by title AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Krieg seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a roll call vote all members present voted in favor and 2009-158 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.
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Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-159 by title AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER – IMPROVEMENTS TO MOSLE PRESERVE and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Krieg so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Mr. Mountain noted that this change order reduces the contract amount of the project.  There was no further discussion.  Upon a roll call vote all members present voted in favor and 2009-159 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-160 by title AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC for matters pertaining to Contracts, Emergency Services Building, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a roll call vote all members present voted in favor and 2009-160 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Mountain spoke of the meeting that was held between representatives of Pitney Farm area residents and the Mayor, Mr. Schrier and himself concerning seal coating on the roads in the residential area.  A brief walk around was done and discussed options for further review.  The number one item is the communication process on road maintenance projects; that a better job could be done communicating to a set of residents when a road project is coming up.  Secondly, there is a request to consider a third party coming in to look at how the project was done and give some input as well as whether the approach is right given the neighborhood.  Finally, to give some input to the community on other options for road maintenance.  
Mayor Cioppettini said everyone was shocked to find out that the way residents are notified about road projects is a flyer placed in mailboxes the day before.  Mayor Cioppettini said that over a period of six weeks it did not appear that the seal coating was taking effect, whether because it wasn’t done properly or because this is the first time seal coating has been done in a dense neighborhood.  It may not be the correct thing to do.  Next year Pine Hollow road is scheduled to be done.  There are only 2 houses on the road and that may not be enough sufficient traffic to tamp down the stones.  It is important that streets are remained correctly so that the Town isn’t faced with large capital expenses down the road.  The Mayor recommended that Mr. Mountain find an expert, at a reasonable cost, to find out if this is the right process. The Governing body members agreed with Mayor Cioppettini.

Mr. Phelan introduced Peter Staples representing Brookside Engine Company #1 to respond to some of the concerns that came to light when the parking ordinance was discussed at a previous meeting.  Mr. Staples said that the Fire Department feels that the parking area designated to the left of the building should be for emergency services personnel.  He said there appeared to be 21 spaces and that should be sufficient.  Mr. Mountain said that the Town has come to the same conclusion.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain gave an update on the Emergency Services Building and the lintel remediation which is the linchpin to move forward.  The remediation is under way and ahead of schedule.  This week there will be meetings with the General 
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Contractor and the Fire Company about some of the items for which they are responsible.  Mr. Mountain said his goal is to have, by the end of the week, a master schedule for completion.  It is possible to have a temporary CO for administrative staff to get in by December.

Mr. Mountain announced dates for the Capital Budget workshop meetings – November 4, November 10 and December 3.  The information is posted on the Township website.  

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

There was no Legislative Report
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Krieg Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.
Dennis Deegan, 12 Summit Road
Mr. Deegan noted that in addition to the availability of parking spaces for emergency services personnel, one of the items for discussion about the building site plan was a further study of safe departure for the Fire Department when leaving the new building.  He asked if that has been addressed.  Mr. Mountain said it has been done and the findings will be a part of the ordinance which will be on a future agenda.

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt stated that the 2003 plan for studying coordination of police services between the Borough and the Township  is an interesting proposal that he believes can be used as a template to examine a broader set of services with other municipalities.  He believes the Town should look at that experience as a success, not a roadblock, and use it to broaden the discussion and reach out to citizens and 
leaders of neighboring communities to formulate a broader plan advantageous to both communities.  

Mayor Cioppettini said he met with Mayor Henry asking that we begin discussions again.

Pat Hayden, 8 Carroll Drive
Mrs. Hayden requested that the speed limit sign set out in front of Carroll Drive be moved because it is in a dangerous place for motorists turning on to West Main Street.  She asked if there was a law that it had to be placed in its current location.  Acting Chief will look into that as soon as possible.

Bob Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman thanked Mayor Cioppett8ni for his presence at the debate on Monday evening.
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Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mr. Staples stated that he was speaking on behalf of the officers and administration of the Fire Department.  He said there has been a long tradition that the Fire Department stays out of politics and removes itself from both local national politics and refrains from commenting as a Company on anything other than things that are directly fire or safety related.   He said that unfortunately there was a recent incident where a member of the Fire Company who identified himself as such and commented to a local newspaper on an issue related to the driveway for the new building.  The comment was that there is animosity between residents and Emergency Services personnel.  Mr. Staples said that there was a Department meeting the night before and there was unanimous consent that there was no animosity due to anything to do with that discussion.  He said he also spoke with several residents and while they may have been on different sides of the issue, it was considered a legitimate debate and debate is the lifeblood of a democracy.  We all don’t agree, we debate and work and try to come up with solutions.  He said he is willing to hear from members of the public if there is any animosity and ask that they come to the Fire Department and speak with them.  He said he has heard nothing of that.  He wants to assure the residents that they feel no animosity and he can’t find any out in the community.  He apologized to the Committee for any concerns it may have caused because they are a wing of the Town government.  Mayor Cioppettini commented that there is a healing process now and thanked Mr. Staples.
Robin Johnston, Cold Hill Road

Ms. Johnston agreed with Mr. Staples and said that, because of the nature of what Emergency Services Personnel do, the statement that was made needs to be corrected.  The mission of the Emergency Services Personnel is to provide the best services and there is no room for animosity.  EMT training emphasizes treating 
people fairly and impartially – giving 100% to everyone.  Ms. Johnston noted that Emergency Services Personnel take an oath, from the Township, that they will perform all their duties impartially and justly.  The commitment is not negotiable.  
Mari Beth Thomas, 6 West Main Street

Mrs. Thomas disagreed with Mr. Staples and Ms. Johnston.  She said while there may be no animosity now, several months back a clear message was given to people in the neighborhood that their opinion didn’t matter. People were verbally accosted.  She said she wanted to go on record that the way the situation was handled was very damaging to the relationship with the neighborhood.  Mrs. Thomas then inquired about a gate for the driveway.  Mayor Cioppettini asked Mr. Mountain to look into it.
Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mr. Staples asked to respond to Mrs. Thomas.  He asked that if there is a problem with Fire Department members that the Fire Department be addressed.  He said he does not like dealing with unnamed people; if there is a problem it needs to be addressed.  Mayor Cioppettini said that a meeting between the neighborhood, the volunteers and the Committee; there are too many good things in the community and we should not get bogged down with this situation.  He said we are all too valuable to each other to have this divide the community.  Mr. Staples said the only 
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reason he brought it up is because there was a comment in the paper attributed to the Fire Department and he wanted that corrected.
Norm Preston, 12 West Main Street

Mr. Preston thanked the Mayor for his candor and preparedness at the League of Women Voters candidate’s night.  He commented on a paving situation on West Main Street where he, too, was given very short notice about paving of the road.  A neighbor on street was unable to have a gas line installed because he had such short notice.  Mr. Preston suggested that the residents be given at least 30 days notice.  

With no one else to be heard and motion being duly made and seconded, the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting was closed.

At 8:06 p.m. Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn to closed session; Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and all members voted in favor.
The Governing Body returned to open session at 8:13 p.m.  Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Krieg the meeting was adjourned.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk

