MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

OCTOBER 12, 2010
Mayor Krieg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini





Ms. Florek






Mr. Phelan
Mr. Schrier (8:54 p.m.)
Mayor Krieg


  Also Present:

Christopher H. Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Krieg led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 6, 2010; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 6, 2010.
Mayor Krieg announced that Junior Fire Fighter Robert Kalweit has advanced to Regular Member of Brookside Engine Company #1. Mayor Krieg thanked Mr. Kalweit and asked the Community to offer its thanks to him as well.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Ms. Florek the minutes of the Executive Session of September 13, 2010, were approved by the following vote:


Mr. Cioppettini

yes


Ms. Florek

abstain

Mr. Phelan

abstain

Mr. Schrier

absent


Mayor Krieg

yes

On motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mr. Phelan the minutes of the September 28, 2010 Regular Session were approved by the following vote:

Mr. Cioppettini

yes


Ms. Florek

yes

Mr. Phelan

yes

Mr. Schrier

absent


Mayor Krieg

yes

On motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Cioppettini the minutes of the Executive Session of September 28, 2010, were approved by the following vote:


Mr. Cioppettini

yes


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

absent


Mayor Krieg

yes

OLD BUSINESS
There was no Old Business.

Mayor Krieg introduced Morris County Engineer Steve Hammond who was present to report on the Woodland Road bridge project. 

Mr. Hammond thanked the Governing Body members and expressed regret that the bridge project was being held up. He explained that power equipment involved in the bridge work cannot be operated within so many feet of high tension lines and therefore Jersey Central Power & Light (JCP&L) has to relocate utility poles in order for the project to move forward. JCP&L received plans two years prior to start of the project and participated in the preconstruction meetings and had no problems. Subsequently JCP&L changed its design and the change has caused the delays that are happening now. Verizon moved its equipment a year ago. JCP&L has indicated that the poles will be set imminently and all of the work involved should be finished in two weeks or less. The original completion date was set for November 30, and it has now been moved to approximately December 24.

Roger Graham, 31 Woodland Road, had questions about the proposed retaining wall that will be installed, what it will look like and who will maintain it. The County Engineer replied that the road is being widened and the curve entering onto the bridge is being straightened out. The dirt on the embankment, on a public right of way, at Mr. Graham’s home will therefore be steeper and will require a retaining wall to hold it back and prevent erosion. There are varying options of stone facing that will be discussed with Mr. Graham. Mr. Phelan asked if there had been discussions with the Historic Preservation Committee. Mr. Hammond said they had spoken with Mr. Nadaskay of Historic Preservation and the options would be discussed with him.  Mayor Krieg recommended that Mr. Graham also meet with Mr. Nadaskay. Mr. Hammond said the County is always available to meet with the neighbors in the area and would come out to the site to speak with them.
Mr. Phelan noted that the bridge through the center of Brookside is scheduled for work in 2012 and asked that the County have the utility work completed prior to closing the bridge since it is a major artery in the area.

Mayor Krieg and the Governing Body members thanked Mr. Hammond for coming to the meeting and giving the bridge update.

Mayor Krieg introduced Township CFO, Timothy Day, who was present to give an update on 3rd quarter financial information.

Mr. Day said that he has been in Mendham since July and since that time has been working to familiarize himself with the finances of the Town. He also spent time interviewing and hiring a new part time finance clerk to replace the full time clerk who has retired. He said that in the transition to part time there were changes in job tasks that he expects will result in productivity improvements.
Mr. Day gave an overview of the financial reports in the packet given to the Governing Body. There was a discussion on the reports and some expenses. Ms. Florek complimented the Police Department on reducing overtime.  Mr. Cioppettini noted that some of the miscellaneous areas are very steep and said a better job needs to be done expensing those to the true accounts. He thanked Mr. Day for the meaningful documents that were provided. 
Ms. Florek noted that Assemblyman Carroll has asked for input from municipalities on matters of concern to them. She said she has had a budgeting concern on the inability of municipalities to control revaluations of homes. She said that Assemblyman Carroll is introducing legislation that will apportion back out the percentages to the taxing body. Right now when a house is re-assessed the Township has to refund the full amount rather than portioning it from the schools and County. If passed, that will be of great help to Towns in the budget process.
Mayor Krieg thanked Mr. Day for his presentation.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Krieg opened this portion of the meeting.
Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street

Mr. Monaghan had questions on the proposed Land Disturbance ordinance and revisions to the current Land Use Ordinance. He said he believes the revisions will adversely affect his property since it is a smaller parcel. He also had concerns about a pond on his property which he needs to excavate periodically. Mayor Krieg said that these revisions were meant to make the restriction less onerous and he will ask the Engineer to review and follow up on these questions.

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTIONS
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-143 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Cioppettini so moved; Ms. Florek seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-143A APPOINTING MEMBERS TO PITNEY FARM TRANSITION COMMITTEE and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Phelan moved to table this resolution to a later point in the meeting when Mr. Schrier would be present. Ms. Florek seconded. The resolution was tabled to a later time during the meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS

Mayor Krieg read the following statement:  Resolutions 2010-144 through 2010-149 were submitted to the Township Committee for review and may be adopted by one motion.  These resolutions are listed on the agenda for review and a complete copy made available in the Township Clerk’s office. He read the following resolutions by title:

2010-144 
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL AFFAIR PERMIT

MENDHAM JUNIOR WOMEN’S CLUB


2010-145
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF 

TOWNSHIP VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

2010-146 
AMENDING 2010 BUDGET -INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE - DRUNK DRIVING ENFORCEMENT FUND

2010-147
AMENDING 2010 BUDGET - INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE - OVER THE LIMIT UNDER ARREST – STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN

2010-148
AMENDING 2010 BUDGET - INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE - SUSTAINABLE JERSEY SMALL GRANT AWARD

2010-149
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT PRESENCE OF PUBLIC





Matters Pertaining to:




      
Contracts: Police Negotiations Update





         
    Review of Lease Agreements

      
Personnel: Township Clerk

Upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Phelan the Consent Agenda resolutions were adopted by unanimous roll call vote of the members present. These resolutions are appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION

There was no discussion.
Mr. Phelan left the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain reported on the Trails Grant Award in the amount of $22,250 that was received. The project is titled Hike Mendham Trail Expansion Maintenance Project.  He thanked Mrs. Cioppettini for calling it to his attention. He also thanked Ralph Rhodes of Environmental and Jon Wagar of Open Space for their assistance in preparing the grant on short notice. The grant requires a local match of $3500 which will come from the trail maintenance fund.  The purpose is to provide development of parking areas and trail heads at three Township parks - Cold Hill Reserve, Leddell Preserve and Dismal Harmony Natural Area, the installation of a new trail at Cold Hill and general maintenance at several Township trails including Patriots Path, Buttermilk Falls, India Brook Park, Mosle Preserve, Burnett Brook Natural Area and Meadowood Park.  
Mr. Phelan returned to the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
There was no Legislative Report
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Mayor Krieg opened this portion of the meeting.

June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane
Mrs. Cioppettini thanked Mr. Mountain for his work on the grant and said there are many grants available. She said the Library has been stymied because it is not audited. She asked that an audit be fit into budgeting for the Library. 

Ms. Florek asked for a volunteer from the Community to do the audit for the Library. Anyone interested in helping could contact Mrs. Hochberg, Mrs. Cotton or Mr. Mountain.

Russ McCabe, 16 Carriage Hill Road

Mr. McCabe praised Mr. Day for the work on the budget update and suggested that such a report be set up quarterly and sent to all department heads.
With no one else to be heard, Mayor Krieg closed this portion of the meeting.

At 8:29 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session on motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Cioppettini.
On motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Phelan the Governing Body returned to open session at 8:51 pm. 
At this time Mayor Krieg called for a motion to adopt tabled Resolution 2010-143A APPOINTING MEMBERS TO PITNEY FARM TRANSITION COMMITTEE. Mr. Cioppettini so moved; Ms. Florek seconded. Mr. Phelan requested revisions be made to reflect that this committee is Phase I. Mr. Cioppettini suggested that the Pitney Transition plan prepared by Mr. Mountain be made a part of the resolution. The members present agreed to both of the revisions. 

Mr. Schrier arrived at 8:54 p.m.

There was discussion on whether to table the resolution again and then adjourn to closed session to consider personnel involved. Mr. Falcon advised that since there was a motion and a second on the table, the only person who could move to table consideration would be the person who initially moved to adopt. When Ms. Florek asked if she could withdraw her second of the resolution, Mr. Falcon advised that it was his belief that a second could not be withdrawn. Mr. Schrier felt that if a motion could be made and withdrawn, then a second could also be withdrawn. Mr. Falcon said that he was not positive that a second could not be withdrawn but it was his recommendation that the proper procedure would be that the person who made the motion to adopt now move to table. Then a resolution to go back into closed session would be adopted and discussion could continue in closed.  Mr. Cioppettini made the initial motion to adopt and felt that there was no need to table the resolution. He noted that make-up of the committee was decided upon during the closed session meeting of September 28, 2010; at that time it was also decided that letters would be sent to those selected and those not selected to participate in the committee. There was no further discussion and
Mayor Krieg called for a roll call vote:


Mr. Cioppettini

yes


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

no


Mayor Krieg

yes

Resolution 2010-143A was adopted and is appended to the official minutes. Mayor Krieg read aloud the names of those appointed to the committee:

Frank V. Cioppettini, Jr. - Township Committee Liaison


Brian Boden


Peter Dumovic



Anthony Giuriceo


Jane MacNeil


Katie Porter


Erik P. Sletteland

On motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Ms. Florek the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 






Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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