MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

SEPTEMBER 12, 2011

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Krieg

Present





Mr. Merkt

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present 



Mr. Tolley

Present




Mayor Cioppettini
Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk

Mayor Cioppettini led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on February 14, 2011; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on February 14, 2011.

Mayor Cioppettini introduced Township residents Jonathan and Owen Patrick, their mother Joane and Tanya Rentsch, Morris County Meals on Wheels Coordinator for the Mendhams. Mrs. Rentsch spoke of the community service work that the boys did during Hurricane Irene and the invaluable help they gave to the Meals on Wheels clients. They were then able to update the Fire and First Aid Departments on these residents. Mayor Cioppettini presented Certificates of Appreciation to Jonathan and Owen and thanked them for their service to the Township.
Mayor Cioppettini read the following resolution thanking those who helped during the storm. He called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. This resolution was adopted on unanimous roll call vote.
EXTENDING THANKS AND PRAISE TO THE DEDICATED

EMPLOYEES AND VOLUNTEERS IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM FOR UNTIRING SERVICE DURING HURRICANE IRENE

WHEREAS, on the week-end of August 27 and 28, 2011, Hurricane Irene arrived in New Jersey bringing unprecedented rains and wind, causing dangerous conditions, evacuations, power outages and damages to communities throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, during this perilous time employees of the Department of Public Works and Police Department, volunteers in the Township Office of Emergency Management (OEM), the Township First Aid Squad and both Brookside Engine Company #1 and Ralston Engine Company #1 worked around the clock to assure the safety of Township residents and property; and

WHEREAS, OEM set up a shelter at the Emergency Services Building to assist evacuees during the storm and to provide water and hygiene areas for those without electrical power for an extended period of time; and

WHEREAS, after the imminent danger subsided, the employees and volunteers continued doing everything possible to help any resident in need.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Mendham commend and thank these dedicated employees and committed volunteers for their untiring service and genuine concern for the residents of the Township of Mendham. 

Evan “Buzzy” Thomas, Emergency Management Coordinator for the Joint Emergency Management Council of the Mendhams, gave an update on Hurricane Irene and how the Township fared through the storm. He reported that the Emergency Services Building was used to house evacuees during the heavy rains and was then available for showers for those residents whose power remained out for extended periods. Before the storm he put out an unprecedented reverse 911 call to residents advising them to call in to the Fire Department number for non-emergency assistance, thereby helping to lessen the volume of calls in to the dispatching lines. Mr. Thomas said he spoke with the schools and was advised that the Middle School suffered over $100,000 worth of damage. Mr. Thomas praised all the agencies in the Township who worked together to assist residents during the storm.
Robin Johnston, First Aid Squad Captain, thanked the Patrick brothers and Tanya Rentsch for their assistance and said that the First Aid Squad used the list compiled by the boys to do subsequent welfare checks. She thanked the volunteer agencies and noted that they worked together to help residents. Mrs. Johnson said that she was impressed with the attitude of people who came to the Emergency Services Building for assistance and with how nice all the people were.
Mr. Krieg asked about the possibility of getting faucets put on public water hydrants for the convenience of residents who need to get water during such an emergency. Mrs. Thomas asked if this water is potable. Mr. Thomas said he would check on the possibility and he believed that the water is potable.

Mr. Mountain reported that the Department of Public Works spent many hours on the weekend and through the next week to clean up damages. The washout on Roxiticus Road was able to be stabilized temporarily so it could be reopened, using funds left after the resurfacing work done this year. These costs will be reimbursed. There was damage to the Mt. Pleasant Road tennis court and the pond, and minor damage at the sewer plant. All costs are eligible for recovery from FEMA. 
Mr. Mountain thanked Mr. Thomas for his many hours of work, before, during and after the storm and said that now he will spend many hours working on FEMA paperwork. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of August 23, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to approve.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of August 23, 2011. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to approve.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Cioppettini announced that the date of Brookside Engine Company #1 Annual Clambake has been changed to September 24 due to the unavailability of clams for the event. 

Mayor Cioppettini said he has been assured by Governor Christie that damages reported to FEMA will be paid for. He urged everyone with damage to file a claim with their homeowners insurance and contact FEMA. The Governor has also said he is going to take JCP&L to task over the problems with restoring power. There will be hearings on the response by the utilities and everyone is urged to attend, or at least let the Board of Public Utilities know about problems.
The Mayor said there is an unfounded rumor that there was damage done to the western portion of the municipality during the storm. 

Mayor Cioppettini spoke of a letter sent to the Observer Tribune from the four mayors participating in the Mayors’ Summit on school funding. He offered the following response.

September 12, 2011

To the Editor:

I would like to offer my response to the recent letter to the Editor that appeared in the Observer Tribune on September 8, 2011 and signed by the Mayors of Chester Borough, Chester Township, Mendham Borough and Washington Township.

With all due respect to my fellow Mayors, I firmly believe in government of the people, by the people, for the people and not government of the people by some of the Mayors, for some of the Mayors.  

If you are going to engage in good decision making, the process must be one of inclusion and not exclusion.  More minds are better than fewer minds.  The process must be open and subject to scrutiny.  Opposing viewpoints are not unproductive. They may, and indeed many times they do, point out deficiencies in the thought process and therefore must be viewed as an essential and necessary component of the process.

In their letter The Mayors state “We have also asked Mayor Cioppettini several times to put forward a plan of action on how to educate our constituents of all the facts as well as outline for us proposed educational goals and solutions he is seeking if he in fact could not agree to our go [sic] steps to go forward on how to accomplish this.”  

I do not recall the Mayors ever asking me to do such work; however, notwithstanding that fact, I will, with the support of my fellow Township Committee members, not only propose but we will implement, a plan of action on how to educate our constituents of the facts, advantages and disadvantages to the two realistically attainable options for our communities.  With regard to goals and solutions I am seeking I do not agree as that is not my function or role as an elected Official.  I will not propose such as my personal viewpoints are not material.  The goals and solutions should be the collective work of the majority of the voters in each municipality.  As an elected Official it is my responsibility to put forward and support the views of the majority which I am committed to do.

Anyone, regardless of the Town they reside in, who would like to be part of this process, is welcome and encouraged to join us.  You may contact me or any other member of the Mendham Township Committee if you would like to be included.  

In order to implement, accomplish and put forth what the Mayors have asked of me we will need their cooperation and that of the West Morris Regional High School District in making sure that we are forwarded the documents that were requested in my letter to Doug Pechanec of September 6, 2011 in an unfettered and timely manner.  In addition, we will require the use of the auditorium [or some similar space] at Mendham High School on a date to be mutually agreed upon and no later than November 15, 2011.  

We are seeking a process that is a positive, results oriented path which provides our constituents with not only the hope, but the reality that they, the stakeholders in this matter, will have an opportunity to participate in an open, thorough and complete analysis/discussion and ultimately arrive at informed decisions based on the will of the majority.

Our proposed timetable for an announcement of our plan will be the end of this month.  I look forward to this opportunity, thank you.

Sincerely,

Frank V. Cioppettini, Jr.

Mayor

Mendham Township

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Tony Giuriceo, Chair of the Pitney Farm Transition Committee, reported that the Committee hopes to hold two open houses by the end of the month, or early October, similar to those done previously. In addition they hope to have the first Town Meeting before Thanksgiving. Erik Sletteland has obtained the services of a facilitator to emcee the meeting and to help organize and focus resident comments.  He went on to say that an organizational meeting of the Committee will be held once new members are appointed by the Township Committee.
Dan Williams, Boundary Oak Road

Mr. Williams spoke of the letter to the Observer Tribune from the Mayors participating in the school funding summit.  He expressed great concern at the alienation and the effect on shared services and sees an irreparable breakdown in communications. Mr. Williams said it is important for the Mayor to respond to each of the points in the letter. He said the only way to go forward with shared services is to make peace and reopen the dialog. Mayor Cioppettini said he will not go point for point in the letter because he feels that would do more harm than good. . The Township Committee is committed to shared services; progress is being made but it will not happen overnight.

Linda Fairchild, 7 Cherry Lane

Mrs. Fairchild said that perception is reality and there is a perception that if this has happened with the school board, what will happen with shared services. The public is very concerned about this perception and the Township Committee must communicate that strides are being made. Publishing of the letter caused concerns over this.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt said that much of the discussion had been focused on the mayors but he wants to address all of the Township Committee because each is equally responsible for governing. He expressed concern about the tone of discourse between this Governing Body and its partners in the school district. The funding formula is unfair but there is a responsibility to make sure all students receive the greatest possible value in education. The towns must work together. This affects all shared service opportunities; no town will be willing to give up control over services unless they can trust each other to work together to insure the shared services are maximized. He encouraged the Township Committee to rebuild the trust
He expressed further concerns about a separate, open meeting and he is unclear whether the meeting the Mayor called for is a meeting of the Township Committee to address school funding or a meeting of Citizens for Better Schools. He encouraged each of the Township Committee members to take responsibility for getting the Town back on track to work with its neighbors.
Mayor Cioppettini said he thinks they have done that. Mr. Tolley said he had been speaking with the Mendham Borough mayor and despite the letter we are moving forward with the Borough on a number of issues and will be meeting again. He said he cannot to go into details but he believes that is a positive sign.
Mr. Krieg said he has heard from mayors in the other towns and they believe the shared services issue has come down to personalities rather than ideas. To solve the problem he suggested that the Township Committee consider trying again with the Deputy Mayor. Have him reach out to the mayors and get dialog going again. Shared services are set back and it is too important. He said he thinks this would work to make things easier. It has become personal and we need to find a way to solve the problem.
Brian Phelan, Woodland Road

Mr. Phelan spoke of Mendham Borough’s willingness to provide police services to the Township. Mayor Henry advised him that no one on the Township Committee has expressed an interest to listen to the Borough’s thoughts on this. He suggested to Mr. Tolley that if Mr. Tolley is aware of open discussions with the Borough this is one item that should be pursued. 

Bob Holland, 20 Knollwood Trail

Mr. Holland spoke of a drainage problem at the end of Knollwood Trail. He said there was a remediation made on an easement on his property to alleviate the water problems. The hurricane was extraordinary but there have been backups continuing after the easement, sometimes getting to four or five feet. It subsides quickly but he expressed concerns on the continuing problem. He asked that the Township look at this area again. Mr. Holland noted that the Road Department has been very good at cleaning up after any of the incidents.  The Mayor asked Mr. Mountain to have the Township Engineer review this.
Cecelia Donato, Ironia Road

Mrs. Donato questioned whether the money left over from paving projects could be used to pave Ironia Road. Mr. Mountain explained that there was very little money left over and it was used for the emergency repair of Roxiticus Road. Mrs. Donato commented on the mayors’ situation and said it is not just the Mayor, it is all the mayors. She agreed with Mrs. Fairchild that perception is reality and she suggested all of the mayors behave in a more adult manner.

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to nominate the following six people to be added to the Pitney Farm Committee: June Cioppettini, Diane Tolley, Omie Ryan, Tasos Konidaris, Bob Wowk and John Meister.  Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. 
Mr. Krieg expressed concerns with perception, saying two relatives of Township Committee members have nominated. Mrs. Cioppettini is a member of the Library Board and it could be perceived that she had an agenda since one of the proposed uses at Pitney is the Library. Being a member of the Library Board and being on this committee could be construed as a conflict of interest. Mr. Krieg said that Mrs. Tolley is a member of Open Space and Recreation and he has concerns with the time she has available. 

Mr. Krieg asked if this could be tabled saying that he only learned of it today when the agenda was changed. Mayor Cioppettini was not in favor of tabling the discussion. Mrs. Tolley said she is only an alternate on Open Space. Mrs. Cioppettini came forward and said her tenure on the Library will probably be up the end of this year. 
Mr. Krieg withdrew his objection since Mrs. Cioppettini is leaving the Library Board. Mr. Tolley said that he and Mayor Cioppettini spoke about reaching out to a few more people to make sure they are interested. He said there will then probably be additional people added. Mayor Cioppettini said they are not finished adding members and in time members may cycle off. These six people have shown an interest. He noted that Mrs. Cioppettini raised the money and volunteers to redo the gazebo. She has also volunteered at the open houses. Mr. Krieg said his point was the Library, no other issue. With no further discussion a vote was taken and the appointments were approved unanimously.
Mrs. Thomas requested that the rental property agreements be put on the next meeting agenda for discussion. 
Mrs. Thomas announced that the new fire truck is now in service. 

Mrs. Thomas asked about the damage to the house at Pitney and how the insurance will be handled.  Mr. Mountain said a tree hit the main house and there is some roof damage. It is covered under the Town’s insurance and a claim is in the process.  FEMA will be involved. 

Mr. Tolley said that he and Mr. Mountain were to meet with County engineers about the bridge in the center of town but that has been delayed. He said the discussions are preliminary in nature so there is a foundation for a logical discussion. No decision will be made without ample opportunity for the public to be involved in the process of determining the appearance. Structural issues are out of the Town’s control. 

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-150 AUTHORZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. Mr. Krieg asked about the payment to the Woodland Lake Association. Mr. Mountain explained that it is the Town’s statutory obligation under the Kelly Condominium Act to provide reimbursement for street lighting, snow removal and leaf removal to any cooperative whose members provide tax payments to the Township but don’t receive direct services. Mrs. Thomas also noted that she had questions on several payments and those checks will be held for payment. There was discussion on the payments to Nisivoccia for the 2009 audit. Mr. Mountain explained that one of the original bills pertaining to the sewer utility had to be resolved and he will check on the other. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-151 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes. 

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-152 CANCELLING $3,500 FROM RESERVE  

FOR FUTURE SEWER IMPROVEMENTS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that in order to utilize sewer reserve for storm related costs money must be canceled from the reserve. This will be part of FEMA reimbursement. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-153 AUTHORIZING AWARD OF CONTRACT AS A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE BETWEEN CONSERVATION RESOURCES INC. AND THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM – INDIA BROOK PARK DIVERSION by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. Mr. Tolley asked about the timeline on this project. Mr. Mountain said he expects the application will be prepared this Fall and a public hearing should be scheduled close to the new year. This resolution authorizes award of a contract to Conservation Resources to facilitate the application through Green Acres. It is to break out the areas with buildings at India Brook Park from the open space to allow the buildings to be used for public use. The Township is looking into potential shared services with Randolph using the kennel building at the site. Once the application is processed it is a DEP review process. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-154 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF NJDOT GRANT APPLCIATION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT AGREEMENT PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mayor Cioppettini noted that this a joint application between Mendham Township and Mendham Borough for resurfacing of Pleasant Valley Road. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-155 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC, Matters Pertaining to Personnel: School Crossing Guard, Construction Department Electric Subcode Official/Building Inspector by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION
Mrs. Thomas noted that prior to the hurricane she and DPW Superintendent Dave Read were planning to attend a Federal Transportation funding grant application webinar. She asked Mr. Mountain about the status. Mr. Mountain said he is still getting details but it may not be a fit for the Township as it appears to be designed for main street projects that would encourage economic development in rural communities that have a town center set up. He said he is looking to see if there is anything on straightforward public improvements funding that the Township can use. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Brian Phelan, Woodland Road

Mr. Phelan stated that he still has concerns that the Township Committee has potentially jeopardized the success of shared services through the actions of one person. He noted that Mr. Krieg’s recommendation had been totally ignored by the other Committee members. He questioned how the Township communicates with other communities, how leadership is provided and how the leadership process works when there are disagreements. He said that when he has asked for a comment from one of the Committee members other than the Mayor he has been advised by the Township Attorney that it is inappropriate. Mr. Phelan said an opportunity for a joint library was lost. He said that he knows it is not true that Mr. Tolley has had a conversation with Mayor Henry. Mr. Phelan said he has spoken with the mayors and they are concerned and have asked for someone else to represent this Township Committee. Mr. Phelan said it is disappointing for elected officials that this issue is being ignored.
June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini reported that the Library had no water damage after the hurricane. She said she is not sure if the sandbags near the back doors or cleaning the storm drains made a difference, but there was no flood in the Library.

Rick Blood, 32 Tingley Road

Mr. Blood questioned how the letter from the mayors came to be, saying the point of the meeting seemed to be a closed door discussion between the mayors. Mr. Blood asked if the Mayor was directed by the Township to bring a non-elected official to the meeting; was there discussion or direction that instructed the Mayor to take this approach. Mr. Blood said he expected that with the letter coming out there would have been discussion under New Business that may have discussed the proposal the Mayor made at the beginning of the meeting, before any public discussion. He said he must assume that the Mayor is making this decision on his own or there are discussions going on behind the scenes, by a majority of the Committee, advising the Mayor that breaking off negotiations and telling the four other towns how to do this is a good idea. Mr. Blood said he would like to see collective leadership in this Committee form of government; if the Mayor is doing a great job he would like to hear the direction from each of the members that this is what they want to do. He said it sounds like something is going on quietly giving the Mayor the authority to represent all of the residents and Committee, as to the strategy he has decided is best for the Township Committee. 
Mr. Krieg stated for the record that he has no discussion with any member of the Township Committee on any of these subjects, nor has his approval or opinion been requested by the Mayor on any of this. He is on his own.

Denis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan expressed surprise that while attending meetings he hears something different than what everyone else hears secondhand. He heard that the proposal is to have transparency and a process dealing with the schools and what should take place in the future. It’s different than what has taken place in the past. He finds it comical that a former Township Committee member claims that now is the reason at fault for not doing anything on shared services. He said individuals previously on the Committee throw out the word leadership when the very fact of what the individuals are discussing shows no understanding of what leadership is. This Committee is attempting to effect change with the high school and that is not something every other mayor in every other town, or every individual involved with education, wants to see. It is upsetting power bases and for people not to see that there will be a challenge and fighting, is amazing to him.
Mayor Cioppettini noted it is a necessary process in our democracy. He said he believes this Township Committee is trying to understand the will of its constituents and that is the goal.  Mr. Krieg said he was faulted last year for not responding to the public. He said he has heard the same theme of questions coming forward this evening and they have not been answered. He wants to listen to the public and they have spoken very clearly. He would like to see the Mayor respond to the public on questions asked by Mr. Blood and Mr. Phelan. They are entitled to a response. Mayor Cioppettini said he would take it under consideration.

Brian Phelan, Woodland Road

Mr. Phelan asked why the public cannot hear whether the rest of the Township Committee supports what is being done. It is the perception that Mayor Cioppettini is running things without any knowledge of the rest of the Committee and it is time for them to speak up and say whether or not they concur with the actions the Mayor has taken. He asked Mr. Mills if they are allowed to respond.
Mr. Mills said that his remark was that the public is here to make public commentary, not to question members about their positions on certain things. However, should a Committee member wish to make a comment they are not precluded from doing so.

Mr. Phelan asked if any member was willing to share their thoughts on how the Township is proceeding on the issues that face the community. 

Mr. Tolley said that his conversation with Mr. Henry was called into question by a valued member of the community. He assured the Mayor that his conversation with Mr. Hendy did occur and the Committee is moving in a positive direction. 
Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street

Mr. Monaghan said that he is not aware of a single resolution from this Committee directing the Mayor on what actions to take when he went to the mayors’ meeting. He does not recall seeing a discussion in the minutes on how the Committee wants to move forward, what strategy, what position they want to take, or a vote. He asked if a vote took place. Mayor Cioppettini said it is not official business that was being conducted. Mr. Monaghan said the Mayor represented Mendham Township at a meeting of other mayors and that is official. Mayor Cioppettini said that in his presentation he said noted that he had no authority to act on behalf of the Township.
Mr. Monaghan then asked what action the Committee is taking to address the school funding formula issue. Mayor Cioppettini said he outlined tonight that he proposes a plan to inform the public on the two alternatives that the Township is most like to follow. He will present that plan in the ensuing weeks. Mr. Monaghan asked if that wouldn’t be a plan that the Committee needs to publicly discuss and vote; not just the Mayor’s plan, but everyone’s plan. Mayor Cioppettini said the plan is to hear from people in the community.  Mr. Monaghan asked why that can’t be done at a Committee meeting. Mayor Cioppettini asked if he is an expert on any of those subjects. Mr. Monaghan said he is an expert taxpayer. He said he believes this is a discussion for the five members to have from the dais, with the community, and tell them what the plan is and how they want to move forward; this is this Committee form of government.
Pat Hayden, 8 Carroll Drive
Mrs. Hayden said her major concern is where Citizens for Better Schools fits with the Township Committee. She asked why the Mayor would take a non-elected official to a meeting of elected officials. Why would it be this particular person? She said she is not sure what CBS is advocating. It started as funding change but now it seems to have moved into de-regionalization of the high school district and then re-regionalization of the school district. She said funding and de-regionalization are two different things. Mrs. Hayden asked if the Township is going along with what CBS says. She says no one has voted on backing this group and that is the most disconcerting thing to her. She said that has to be addressed because of the perception, or misconception.
Tim Timpson, East Main Street

Mr. Timpson said taking Robert Marino to the meeting does not seem to be the problem. In the August 25 article in the Observer Tribune, Mr. Marino quoted Bill Cogger as saying that he had no problem with Mr. Marino being present; he had a problem with the Mayor. It was a personal thing.

Mr. Timpson continued by saying that a year ago he was leaving a meeting in Mendham Borough when he struck up a conversation with a member of the Borough Governing Body. He observed that shared services would go nowhere as long as the Township had the same Township Committee as three years prior. He said outside forces are trying to affect how the Township runs its business. The Township should send the people to the meeting that it wants there.

Rick Blood, 32 Tingley Road

Mr. Blood asked a procedural question of Mr. Mills. He asked if there should have been discussion before the Mayor’s statement that he has decided he will not participate in the mayors’ group and he plans on holding another meeting. He said he assumes he is not making the statement as the mayor since he did not get a majority approval to go ahead with the new direction and abandon the group. He also asked if the initial participation was approved silently.  Now there is a direction change. Are there discussions taking place outside of the public and is this a public issue? 

Mr. Mills said there has been no discussion on the issue taking place other than in public; the issues are not properly the subject of a closed session. Perhaps the Mayor’s position on behalf of the municipality was taken more by acclamation than by direction action of the Committee. That will be remedied when the two proposals that the Mayor spoke of will be presented to the public and the Committee members. He said the provenance of the mayors’ meeting seems to have been informally constituted and it was not an official function of the regional school district or the constituent municipalities. Mayor Cioppettini noted that he never said he was abandoning anything. Mr. Blood said his impression was that the Mayor was not intending to meet with them and he was going to provide information on the two avenues available concerning this issue.  

The Mayor said he is doing with the other mayors asked him to do. They asked him to put forward a plan. He never said he was abandoning anything. Mr. Blood said it did not appear to him that the Mayor was looking forward to the next meeting with the four mayors. Mayor Cioppettini said he does not know when that is, he is not abandoning any meetings and he plans to participate.
Mr. Blood asked if the Township plans to participate; there has been no New Business discussion on this article and the Mayor’s rebuttal.  The other Committee members had nothing to say and Mr. Blood said he would think it would have been a New Business discussion to get some input. Mayor Cioppettini asked if the other mayors have their towns’ approvals to do what they did. Mr. Blood said he assumes in the Committee form of government, direction is given from the fellow members, in public. 
Mr. Mills said that is the Mayor’s goal for the next meeting. Concepts will be developed and the public can weigh in on the direction it wishes to take. Mr. Mills said the point is well taken; there has not been a lot of direct activity by the Committee members. The next meeting will be a different story in that regard.  Mr. Blood said it seems that something is going on behind the scenes for decisions to be made, direction, tacks to be taken; it does not seem like the Mayor is getting clear direction from three of the four others. 
Mr. Mills assured him that nothing was discussed in closed on this issue and the public portion will be taken care of at the next meeting. Mr. Mills said he hopes the five constituent mayors will be moved to a more formal process. He said his sense of this mayoral meeting was that it came about without any structure and that is often what leads to trouble. Mr. Blood said there was a moderator so there was structure; the Mayor didn’t agree with the structure. Mr. Mills noted that he was speaking of the meeting with the County Superintendent of Schools.

Robert Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman asked the Mayor if he planned to submit the response delivered tonight to the newspaper. Mayor Cioppettini said yes.

Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street

Mr. Monaghan asked if the response being sent to the newspaper was a response from Mayor Cioppettini as an individual or as Mayor of the Committee.  The Mayor said it is his response.

Mr. Monaghan spoke of the mayors’ request that Mendham Township name another representative to meet with them. He said he has not heard a response to this request. He asked if anyone wanted to say they are behind the Mayor and this is how they want to go forward. He asked how they wanted to respond as a group. Mr. Krieg again suggested that Mr. Tolley become the representative.
With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.
The Governing Body adjourned to closed session at 9:14 p.m. The Mayor announced it would last no more than fifteen minutes.
The Governing Body adjourned back into open session at 9:35 p.m.

Upon returning to open session Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-157 APPOINTING ROBERT SMITH ELECTRIC SUBCODE OFFICIAL AND BUILDING INSPECTOR by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Mrs. Thomas the meeting was adjourned at 9:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann L. Carlson, RMC, Township Clerk 
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