MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

June 28, 2011

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Brookrace Lake Pavilion, Brookrace Road, Mendham, New Jersey.
ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Krieg

Present





Mr. Merkt

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present 



Mr. Tolley

Present




Mayor Cioppettini
Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk

Mayor Cioppettini led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on February 14, 2011 and June 23, 2011; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on February 14, 2011 and June 23, 2011.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Session minutes of June 13, 2011. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded.  All members voted to approve.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of June 13, 2011. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street
Mr. Monaghan stated that he lives at the base of the school and expressed concerns about the Farmer’s market that is being held on the school grounds. He said he thinks it’s good for the town, but he has concerns about noise and traffic if the event becomes more popular. Mr. Monaghan asked about the approval process for what he called a retail environment. Township Attorney John Mills said that an application was made to Russ Heiney, the construction official, who deemed it a permitted use. He did not know on what that decision was made.
Mayor Cioppettini suggested that Mr. Monaghan attend the market and it may allay his concerns and fears. If not, he said the situation could be discussed further. Mr. Monaghan said that his personal concern is that the market may cause him less enjoyment of his property, but the permitting is a separate issue. He again asked how a retail environment could exist at the school. Mr. Mountain suggested that Mr. Heiney get back to Mr. Monaghan to address his concerns.

Jack Curtis, Michael Road
Mr. Curtis said he was attending his first meeting. He first went to the municipal building only to find the meeting had been moved. He expressed concerns that the change in meeting location was not advertised on the meeting agenda. Mayor Cioppettini thanked him for his comments and said they would be taken under consideration if the meeting is moved again.

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Cioppettini made the following announcements:

· Mayor Cioppettini spoke of the successful kick off of the Farmers Market, saying there will be additional vendors in coming weeks. It is held from 10 am to 3pm.
· The 4th of July Parade is being held on Monday at 9am with the theme “From Many Nations, One Town.” There will be fun, food and bingo.

· Brookside Beach is now open.

· The Township has reached an agreement with the Police union and the contract will be ratified at the next Township Committee meeting.

· On Thursday night the mayors of five towns will be gathering to discuss the high school and in what direction it will be moving. He said they will be looking for a successful way to fund and educate children. While this is not a public meeting, input from residents will be needed. If the movement is to be successful residents need to let their elected officials know what they think is in their best interests. This is only the second meeting and the consensus is that the status quo is not acceptable. 
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini gave a brief update on the Township Committee’s “to do” list:
· Police contract settled.

· Wells Fargo lawsuit - Mr. Mills reported that he had nothing to report on this. The property owner has been unresponsive to his communications; there is no pending foreclosure sale. He will continue to monitor. 

· Disposition of the Township’s two rental properties will be discussed at the July 11 meeting.

· Land disturbance ordinance has been reviewed by the new Township Engineer and when the Committee is ready he will talk about the next steps. Mayor Cioppettini suggested July 28.

· Lessons Learned Committee will be up and running this week.

· Time to move on new committee for Pitney property as discussed at last meeting.
· Labor Counsel and Bond Counsel appointments have been made.

· Department head reviews have been done.

· LOSAP to be reviewed with the Finance Committee. Mr. Tolley will not be part of that review; Mrs. Thomas will handle.
Mr. Tolley asked about a letter from the former Township Attorney concerning a lawsuit and asking for guidance. Mr. Mountain spoke of a suit that the former Attorney was able to have the Town removed from since the Township is really not part of it. Mr. Tolley clarified that he was speaking of another matter where the Attorney is being called as a witness. Mr. Mountain said that is a neighbor vs. neighbor matter and the Attorney felt he should not be part of it. 
Mr. Mountain stated that Brookside Fire Chief Alderton is prepared to come to the next meeting to report the status of the new truck. The main issue has been with equipment, not training. Mr. Mountain said he will distribute a memo prior to the next meeting. The Governing body agreed to discuss this after they have seen the memo.
Mrs. Thomas inquired on the status of the complaint about commercial use in a residential zone and asked if there was indeed a violation. Mr. Mills said that there is an issue with the Board of Health as well as the commercial use and the Board of Health is waiting for the results of a septic dye test. Mayor Cioppettini said that Mr. Heiney is trying for an amicable resolution of the situation, in the best interest of all. 

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTIONS

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-126 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-127 REAPPOINTING SCOTT HOLZHAUER TO THE POSTION OF TAX ASSESSOR by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mayor Cioppettini noted that upon reappointment Mr. Holzhauer will attain tenure, which is the law of the State. Mr. Tolley said the Committee met with Mr. Holzhauer and he was impressed with him. Mr. Merkt said the Committee made an extra effort in this reappointment knowing of the tenure situation. He was satisfied with Mr. Holzhauer’s presentation and attitude concerning tenure. He is comfortable with the reappointment. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-128 ESTABLISHING SALARIES BROOKSIDE BEACH STAFF FOR 2011 by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Tolley questioned why there were two different amounts for salary. Mr. Mountain explained that the two people would be working a different amount of time. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-129 RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE – MENDHAM GOLF AND TENNIS CLUB by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Krieg asked the Police Chief if there were any issues and Chief Crawford said there were not. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-130 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF MEDICAL OVERSIGHT AGREEMENT WITH ATLANTIC HEARTSMART AED by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that the Mendham Jr. Women’s Club, after a presentation last year with Atlantic Health, held a successful fundraising drive to donate AEDs for placement in various locations around Town. This resolution authorizes the Township to enter into an agreement which addresses the responsibilities of Atlantic Heart Smart AED and the Township. He said that Mr. Mills has reviewed the agreement along with the Borough legal counsel, since the Borough is also a part of this program. They found the agreement to be satisfactory given the insurance coverage and have recommended the Mayor sign the agreement.

Mayor Cioppettini said these have been placed successfully in other communities and he feels this is a “no lose” situation for the Town. Mr. Tolley noted that the agreement indicates that a group of people will be trained to use the AEDs and asked who would bear the cost of the training. Mr. Mountain said the First Aid Squad has stepped up and agreed to work in conjunction with Atlantic Health to provide training. Mr. Tolley asked if once people were trained this would then be done on an ongoing basis. He asked if this was covered in the contract; he said the resolution does not address that. Mr. Mountain said the contract can be amended to add that. 
Mr. Tolley believed that would be a good idea and he said the First Aid Squad is to be coming back to the Township with standards and where else AEDs should be placed besides playing fields. Mr. Krieg made note of the presentation that was made by the Junior Women’s Club and a representative from Atlantic Health who said these should be used by trained personnel only. The object is to get as many coaches as possible trained to operate them. If a problem arises and a unit is available the Police can also respond. 

With no further discussion, a call of the roll was taken. All members voted in favor and this resolution is appended to the official minutes.

DISCUSSION
Mrs. Thomas said she and Mr. Krieg met with Acting Superintendent of Public Works Dave Read to review Township roads. Mr. Krieg said that Brookrace Drive is scheduled for repaving this year. Some streets are scheduled for oil and stone and others for paving - there aren’t enough funds to do all streets. Mr. Mountain said that before the next meeting the Town will get a report from the engineer on Ironia Road and how to approach it.  He said he would like to set up a demonstration at the Public Works garage on oil and stone options. Only one road is scheduled for oil and stone. Mayor Cioppettini suggested inviting residents to come out and see the options.  Mr. Krieg noted that one neighborhood had problems last year with oil and stone while other streets where homes are more scattered and children do not play on the roads, had no problem. Paving is very limited this year and an explanation by the engineer would be helpful.

Mr. Tolley said he believes there was lack of proper oversight last year on the Pitney roads and Ironia Road and that caused the jobs to be done in a substandard manner. If done properly oil and stone would have been no problem. He thought the demonstration would be a good idea allowing consideration of different sized aggregates to be used in the process. Mayor Cioppettini asked Mr. Mountain to reach out to the families affected.
Mayor Cioppettini asked about Pleasant Valley Road. Mr. Mountain said there will be a minor amount of paving and drainage work. There will be a joint application with the Borough for State grant funding from the Department of Transportation. If the funding is not received, it will be a priority in the 2012 budget. 

Mayor Cioppettini announced that he was present with the Governor for the signing of the landmark healthcare and pension reform legislation. He is hoping this will provide relief for the taxpayers. He noted that Mendham Township has made all its pension contributions.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 

Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street

Mr. Monaghan said he is a certified instruction on AEDs and he is concerned about them being placed in parks. He said everyone should know CPR but he believes it is illegal in New Jersey for someone who is not certified to use a defibrillator. It should be in the contract that only certified people will use the AED’s. Mr. Mills said he will check. The agreement contemplates that the devices will be used only by trained responders and the Town needs to make sure people are trained. Mr. Tolley said ongoing training is important. Mayor Cioppettini added that many are trained on CPR and he would like training in AEDs to become more prevalent.  This will help people not only in Mendham Township, but anywhere else it may be needed. Mr. Tolley suggested the Township should consider training all employees in CPR and AEDs, including the Township Committee. Mr. Merkt said that the AED agreement is meant to get as many people trained as possible and the Township has to make sure it is as broadly dispersed as possible. 
Mr. Monaghan asked about LOSAP. Mayor Cioppettini said the committee did not understand how LOSAP started and the Town’s obligations. The committee would like to study the ordinance to understand it better. 

Patricia Zimmerman, West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman asked about the agreement with Randolph concerning using India Brook Park and whether a public hearing would be required. What would be the effects on Mendham Township concerning what is being proposed? Mr. Mountain said the discussion with Randolph is the possible use of one of the kennel buildings for an animal control facility that Randolph would manage. A public hearing will be required but the Township is not yet at that point. The first step is determination if a Green Acres diversion would move forward. A public hearing would have to be part of that process. 
Chris Bowman, 2 Windy Court
Mr. Bowman, President of Brookrace Homeowners Association, thanked the Mayor and Township Committee for coming to Brookrace for the meeting. He thanked them for their openness and giving them the ability to interact with all. He said they are welcome back any time. He offered to do anything as a community to help. 
With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.

Upon motion of Mr. Thomas and second of Mr. Merkt the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann L. Carlson, RMC, Township Clerk 
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