 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JUNE 23, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Mendham Township Elementary School, 18 West Main Street, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek





Mr. Phelan






Mr. Krieg (arrived at 7:45 p.m.)





Mr. Schrier 
Mayor Cioppettini


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009 and June 15, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009and June 15, 2009.

Mayor Cioppettini expressed his thanks, and that of the Township Committee, to the Board of Education for allowing the Township to hold its meeting in the Elementary School.  

APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Session Minutes of June 8, 2009.   Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded and upon a voice vote the minutes were approved unanimously.  

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of June 8, 2009.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Phelan seconded and upon a voice vote the minutes were approved unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini announced that the Governing Body was tabling Ordinance 16-2009, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, which was on the agenda for introduction, to a future meeting.
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Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 15-2009 by title  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $352,000 THEREFOR, INCLUDING $1,153.80 REAPPROPRIATED PROCEEDS OF OBLIGATIONS NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $309,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

Mr. Mountain explained that this is an appropriation ordinance that provides for the remaining open items in the capital plan and puts them in appropriation form, including re-surfacing of the parking area at Ralston Firehouse, the access road and parking area under consideration for the Mosle Preserve and the trailer for the Police Department to provide locker room and storage space.  It is also a supplemental appropriation for preliminary expenses on the Open Space Fund.  Mr. Phelan moved to open the Public Hearing on this ordinance; Ms. Florek seconded. No one from the public wished to be heard and upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Schrier the Public Hearing was closed. Mr. Schrier moved to adopt Ordinance 15-2009; Mr. Phelan seconded. There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll, all members presented voted in favor.  This ordinance is appended to the official minutes.
NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini acknowledged and congratulated Beth Foley, a Township employee who recently took and passed the New Jersey State Registrar’s exam on her first attempt.  Mrs. Foley has been appointed Deputy Registrar in the Township.

Mayor Cioppettini acknowledged four new Firefighters for the Township:

Brookside Engine Co. #1

Junior Member Brian M. Lynch


Junior Member Stephen P. McDonough


Member S. Nicholas Witczak

Ralston Engine Co. #1


Member Curran F. Lucke

Mayor Cioppettini introduced Kathy Mantell, of Nisivoccia & Company, the Township Auditor, who spoke about the 2008 Mendham Township Audit.  Mrs. Mantell said the Township Committee does a wonderful job maintaining finances in the Township.   2008 Audit.   She continued saying that she was astounded to hear of the Township’s 
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recent AAA rating from Standard & Poors; Mrs. Mantell congratulated the Township saying that this is the first time she has seen a municipality receive such a high rating.
Mrs. Mantell said that the 2008 Audit had very minimal, housekeeping comments.  She said she discussed these comments and a plan to implement changes with Administration.

At this point Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-103 CERTIFICATION OF ANNUAL AUDIT and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Phelan so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Upon a call of the roll, all members present voted in favor and Resolution 2009-103 was adopted.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions 2009-104 through 2009-109 were submitted to the Township Committee for review and may be adopted by one motion.  Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove a resolution from the Consent Agenda. No one wished to remove a resolution, but Mr. Schrier asked that, for the benefit of all present, Mayor Cioppettini read the titles of each of the resolutions in the Consent Agenda.  Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Ms. Florek, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-104
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS


2009-105
APPOINTING SEASONAL EMPLOYEE TO

 


THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

2009-106
ESTABLISHING SALARIES

 


BROOKSIDE BEACH STAFF FOR 2009

           2009-107
APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE MOSLE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT FISCAL YEAR 2010

2009-108
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEE

BLOCK 143 LOT 8, 163 MENDHAM ROAD EAST


2009- 109       AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT

       
THE PRESENCEOF THE PUBLIC

Matters Pertaining to: 

Attorney/Client Privilege – Affordable Housing Plan Options

Personnel – 2009 Salary Resolution

These resolutions are appended to the official minutes.
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Mayor Cioppettini introduced Frank Banisch, of Banisch Associates, Inc., who gave a presentation on the  “Municipal Facilities Siting Analysis” dated April 2008.  This report is appended to the official minutes.  
Mr. Banisch took questions from members of the audience.

Ray Plodkowski, Briarwood Lane

Mr. Plodkowski asked who developed the three options presented and asked if renovation of the existing facilities was considered.  He said this would save capital outlay and maintenance of new buildings.  Mr. Banisch and Mr. Mountain explained that the Municipal Complex has considerable constraints from DEP regulations and height restrictions.  While rehab of the interior is possible, the needs of all three facilities – Library, Administrative Offices and Police – cannot be met on this site.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt said that Mr. Banisch emphasized that the Pitney site is “green space” and questioned the number of parking spaces referenced in Mr. Banisch’s report, asking about how much green space would be absorbed and trees sacrificed for these spaces.  

Mr. Banisch replied that he did not do that kind of study and the number of spaces was from a previous study. Mr. Merritt also questioned the costs associated with the different alternatives presented. Mr. Banisch said his study was not a cost study.
Matt Martini, 2A Shelton Road

Mr. Martini asked about access points to and from the Pitney property and how they were determined.  Mr. Banisch said that no determinations were made.  He said further that while primary access likely will come off Cold Hill Road, his office did not make a finding.  Mayor Cioppettini said the Township Committee would be very concerned about any access other than Cold Hill Road.  Mr. Martini questioned if access would cut through the dedicated open space area. Mayor Cioppettini said that the Township reserved the right to access the property through Cold Hill Road.  Mr. Martini asked if a traffic light was planned.  Mayor Cioppettini said there has been no decision on a traffic light.
David Bailin, Washington Valley Road

Mr. Bailin said that he thought the Pitney acquisition was a brilliant decision and he commended the Township Committee.  He said he is strongly in favor of bringing the towns together.  He would like to have a library closer to his home, but he is willing to walk all the way to Pitney.

Sam Tolley, 15 Woodland Road

Mr. Tolley said that he would like to see another presentation of the meeting that was held in January at a more appropriate time.  Mr. Tolley had numerous questions on the sites that were studied - how they were chosen, if they were the only sites, who made the determination that they were the only sites, if other sites would be studied and if the direct analysis of current facilities was based on past studies.   Mr. Banisch said that he 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 23, 2009
used a past study from the late 1990’s.  His task from the Township Committee was to study the three sites and give an analysis of each.  He does not know if any other sites will be considered.  
Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Would asked about the parking spaces in the report and given the funding and the uncertainty of the Library, whether it will be joint or Township, he wondered if any other options had been given if the facility was smaller than proposed.  Mr. Banisch said he could not speak about funding but from the time of the study in 1996 the perception has been that the Library is inadequate and that needs to be dealt with.  Mr. Would said he feels the process is being driven by the needs of the Library vs. the issues around the Police Department and Municipal offices.  Mr. Banisch said the next evaluation will be made with the realization that the is part of the 20th century.
James Freemyer, 9 Ballantine Road

Mr. Freemyer said he wanted to clarify that this report was prepared to specifically look at three properties to house a Police station, a Library and an Administration building.  He asked if any other parameters were given to Mr. Banisch regarding his assessment other than specific sizes of the building.  Mr. Banisch said that Mr. Phelan told him that he wanted to make sure that no one had told him what the answers were – that he was asked to look at the options and come up with his own opinion.  There were no other parameters.  Mr. Freemyer asked about buildable area in the current complex – Mr. Mountain explained that the permit acquired for the Emergency Services Building restricts the Township to any future building to existing structures.  Mr. Freemyer commented about the land the Library was planning to use for a new Library in 2001.  He had questions about the size of a new Library and where it would be situated since he said he was told that the Borough would only be amenable to a Library in or near the Borough.  He commented on the historical significance of the Pitney property and wondered what would be left if it were to be developed.
Don Berlin, 7 Hamilton Drive

Mr. Berlin said he is a member of the board of the Library of the Mendhams.  He commented that Mendham is one of the wealthiest communities in New Jersey and it would be a shame on the Town if it does not acquire the Pitney property and develop it for the children of Mendham.  He said sites had been researched forever and there are few open sites that would be suitable.  He said the sites studied are the only suitable sites.  He suggested that residents walk through the Municipal Building and Library and determine if a community of this type should have such facilities.  He asked Mayor Cioppettini if any plans would have to go before the Planning Board and the Mayor said yes, they would.

Rob Strobel, 2 Stoney Hill Drive
Mr. Strobel asked if there can be no agreement on a joint Library is there any reason that the Library should move.  Mr. Banisch said that there is a need for more space in the Library.  Mr. Strobel commented that the Banisch report states that the facilities are well tolerated where they are – if that is so, is it good planning to move them?  Mr. 
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Banisch said that it is a perception that people who live near the facilities are used to them. 
Paul Korman, Cooper Road

Mr. Korman commented on the way information in the report would be processed going forward and asked further if Mr. Banisch is an architect.  Mr. Banisch said he is not an architect.  Mr. Korman said that he works in a field with architecture and it is hard to utilize older facilities.  He asked what the real plan is – he is concerned about any facility at Pitney and what it will look like. He also expressed concerns about how things could be built economically without cutting down a lot of trees. Mr. Banisch said that both sites have to be renovated – that the last time the Municipal Building was renovated it was nowhere close to modern.  

Amalia Duarte, 22 Brockden Drive

Mrs. Duarte is the Chair of the Recreation Commission and expressed excitement about the purchase of the Pitney property.  The Recreation Commission is hoping to utilize some of the space there for the Community.  She suggested forming a subcommittee of citizens to give input for the uses there.

Steve Ritardi, 1 Cooper Road

Mr. Ritardi commented that much time was spent talking about preservation and historical value and asked if that would have relevance to the planning and Mr. Banisch’s ultimate opinion of the site, as opposed to development.  Mr. Banisch said it is an opportunity to protect the site.  He said that the only prospect for the site to retain its historical value is for the Township to do what it is proposing. He said it cannot be  assumed that using the site  will ruin it.

Jon Wagar, 337 Pleasant Valley Road

Mr. Wagar is the Chair of the Open Space Trust Committee.  He said he has had a chance to tour the site and he is impressed by the open space potential – seven acres to remain with very strict deed restrictions.  He spoke of the grant used to purchase the property and asked about the cost of community services if this site is developed for a residential use.  Mr. Banisch said that there has not been a site specific analysis.  He said single family dwellings will produce a significant amount of school aged children.  Mr. Wager asked how in similar processes Mr. Banisch has moved forward.  Mr. Banisch said the decision process can be a lot or a little, but his sense is that the Governing Body is looking to make a decision that is responsive.  No decisions have been made.  In other cases he said he would envision a process that would involve listening but any answers are suggested – look at strengths and weaknesses – there are a lot of fears that are legitimate.  He also said that tonight is not a night for answers.  What goes where will come out of the process that is only starting tonight.  Mr. Wagar said that Open Space is excited to be part of the process.
Jeff Milanaik, Ballantine Road

Mr. Milanaik asked if the historical nature of the structures would qualify them as historic preservation projects.  Mr. Banisch said he is not an expert, but what he saw is 
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definitely material that would be qualified.  Mayor Cioppettini said that a previous study that the Township had done showed that none of the structures at Pitney are on any register nor is Pitney in an historic area.    Mr. Milanaik had many questions about road access, impact on property values and buffering of the areas that are not near open space.  Mr. Banisch said that he is not a real estate expert and does not know how neighboring properties would be impacted.  Mr. Mountain addressed the access issues by saying that until the Township knows what will be there, it is hard to get into a discussion of the planning process, but that in site planning the Township would want to utilize the least intrusive and most desirable place. Mr. Milanaik said his main concern is what could happen to the neighborhood.
There were no further questions for Mr. Banisch and he left the meeting at this point.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain planned to give an update on the Emergency Services Building but instead asked that Resolution 2009-109 be amended to add a discussion of the building contract in closed session.  Mr. Phelan moved to amend Resolution 2009-109, Ms. Florek seconded and by voice vote all members voted to amend the resolution.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Cioppettini said he had received a letter concerning the Municipal Court.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier had no report, but he addressed the residents present on the issue of COAH.  He said that the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) imposes its rules on towns and the State often has little to say.  Rules are imposed by COAH, not by choice.  He said the Township has already provided affordable housing units under COAH’s first two rounds, and now the Township has a deadline to produce a plan for more units under COAH’s 3rd round rules.  The Township has asked for an extension by passing a resolution that the Township intends to opt in to the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  If the Township does not produce a plan it faces the risk of a “builder’s remedy” lawsuit, where one or more developers say the can provide the Township’s portion of fair share housing where the Township has failed to do so.  If the developer prevails, the Township loses control of its zoning and higher density housing can be built, utilizing mid to high rise buildings in order to meet the density allocation.  There are many lawsuits against COAH and the 3rd round and it is very likely the Township will have a fair share number.  If the Township opts in to the Highlands it is like the number will be reduced.  Mr. Schrier wanted the residents to know that the Township is considering all these options.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to Hear Persons Present.  Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and all present voted in favor.  
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Gaily Mooney Kelly, 10 Summit Road

Mrs. Kelly asked if the Township Committee had adopted the findings in the Banisch report and asked what the basis is for purchasing the Pitney property.  Mayor Cioppettini said the Banish report is only a report; there is nothing to be adopted.  The basis for purchasing the property is that the Township entered into a contract with the intention of closing on the property.  Mrs. Kelly asked where the Township goes from here.  Mayor Cioppettini said that the Township Committee will meet and discuss the questions it has been asked. No decisions have been made and the Township has no money at this time to implement any decisions.  Until there is a plan and a way to pay for it, the Committee will be trying to figure out the best opportunities and options.
Peter Dumovic, 3 Shelton Road

Mr. Dumovic said he has been a resident for 13 years and has been happy here.  He asked the Township Committee not to make a decision that negatively impacts the residents of Pitney Farm.  He asked that the neighbors be included in the process as the Township moves forward.  Mayor Cioppettini emphasized that the Township Committee and the Community would like to do something that will positively impact the neighborhood and the town.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt asked what portion of the contract price for Pitney was from Open Space funds.  Mayor Cioppettini stated that the cost was 4 million dollars with 2 million from Open Space and 2 million from the Open Space grant.  Mr. Merritt asked about the 140 parking spaces that were mentioned in the Banisch report.  He said he feels that is a very large number.  Mayor Cioppettini said there has been no decision on what’s going there or how many spaces would be needed.  Mr. Mountain noted that the information in the report summarized information from a variety of studies that were done over the past 10 years.  Planning for any site will be done with a lot of input from professionals and neighbors and great consideration will be given to how the facility will impact the neighborhood.  Mr. Merritt asked if a study had been done about merging the Public Works Department with the Borough. Mayor Cioppettini responded that there has been no such study.  Mr. Phelan said that there have been discussions on a regular basis for shared services with the Borough and those discussions continue. Mayor Cioppettini said that he has met with the Mayors of Chester borough, Randolph Township and Mendham Borough and they are looking for areas of common ground.  Mr. Merritt said he encourages the Township Committee to be more forthcoming with a full range of options.
Jonathan Haines, Stoney Hill Road

Mr. Haines asked for an accounting of how the 10 million dollars in bonds is being spent.  Mayor Cioppettini said that this is a consolidation of the Township’s existing debt into bonds.  Mr. Schrier said that these bonds were issued because the rates are so favorable and it is fiscally prudent to do that.  He said further that fiscal prudence is a hallmark of the Township Committee.  Mr. Mountain said that the bonds include 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 23, 2009
conversion of prior short term notes, including funding for Pitney, the Emergency Services Building, and the last 5 or 6 years of capital improvements – 3.2 percent is a very good rate.

Rob Strobel, 2 Stoney Hill Road

Mr. Strobel asked Mr. Mountain what the notes were issued for.  Mr. Mountain repeated his previous answer.  Mr. Strobel asked if any reserves had been taken for any pieces or are the projects as a whole being funded.  Mr. Mountain said there was a reserve of $850 thousand when the capital plan was started - $250 thousand was applied to the Emergency Services Building and the remaining amount is in reserve for future plans which are not yet earmarked.  Mr. Strobel asked at what point after meeting with the structural engineer the Township will provide a scope of what is happening.  Mayor Cioppettini said the Township has just received the report and the members have not discussed it.  Mr. Mountain replied that 3 engineers have provided quotes and those will be evaluated first.  Mr. Strobel asked when the public would be a part of the discussion.  Mr. Mountain said the process must be a Community process on how to proceed before the engineer gets specific instructions.  Mr. Strobel then asked the status of the Library of the Mendhams and who would bear the cost, and whether a condition of going forward is that there has to be a written commitment from the Borough.  Mayor Cioppettini said funding would have to be decided if there is no Library of the Mendhams, and there is no condition of a written commitment from the Borough.
June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini commented on the statement that the Pitney site is not on any historical register and asked what a developer would have been allowed to do at the Pitney site.  Mayor Cioppettini said that all of the buildings could have been knocked down and a builder could get as many residences as the density would allow.  Mrs. Cioppettini asked how many units are required right now under the COAH 3rd round.  Mayor Cioppettini replied 88 units.  Mrs. Cioppettini asked if those 88 affordable units could go on the Pitney tract.  Mayor Cioppettini said that once a judge makes a determination there is no way to stop it.
Pat Hayden, 8 Carroll Drive

Mrs. Hayden thanked the Governing Body for having the meeting.  She commented that after seeing pictures of the Pitney house she does not know how the Township would not want the buildings saved.  She asked how Mr. Banisch was chosen.  Mr. Mountain said he put out an RFP and Mr. Banisch was chosen after an interview process.    Mrs. Hayden then asked why the Township is considering a videotaping ordinance with the Township Attorney said there is no need to do an ordinance.  Mayor Cioppettini replied that the public is allowed to record the meeting but the Governing Body has decided to have an ordinance for procedural matters.
Jim Medenbach, 27 Ballantine Road

Mr. Medenbach is the President of the Property Association of the Pitney Farm area residents.  He said the neighbors are anxious about what will is going to occur and the 
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timing.  Mayor Cioppettini said he understands that but no decision can be made until the Governing Body has all the necessary information.  Then it will be shared with the Community.  Mr. Medenbach asked what contingencies are outstanding in the property purchase.  Mayor Cioppettini said there is some environmental clean up that must be completed before closing on the property.  Mr. Medenbach questioned the need for expanding the Library.  Mr. Schrier said that there was concern when the County Library was being expanded.  He said it is much more than a Library and the expansion has been an enormous boon to the Community.  Mr. Krieg said that usage in the Mendham Library is at its highest level ever, and one can just imagine what could be done if they had more space.
Tasos Konidaris, 6 Ballantine Road

Mr. Konidaris noted that all 3 options in the report had the Police staying close to Emergency Services.  Alcott Manor was rejected.  He said it seems that the RFP has a potential option that has caused a change in direction.  Mayor Cioppettini said the Township Committee is going only in the direction of figuring out what is best where.

Karen Romweber, 14 Ballantine Road

Ms. Romweber said she loves her neighborhood and her property would not be protected by the Open Space.  She asked that the Township Committee not make a decision that would negatively impact her property.

Nancy Balin, Washington Valley Road

Ms. Bailin said she is a member of the Library Board of Trustees and the Board of the Library of the Mendhams.  She said the Library would be used as a Community place and the Township does not have many Community places.  Brookside has valued having the Library there but more space is needed.  There is no room for programs.

Rob Strobel, 2 Stoney Hill Road

Mr. Strobel asked for the Library circulation numbers and asked if it was ever determined if the numbers are related to where the Library is located.  

Susan Browse, 13 Cooper Road

Ms. Browse expressed her concern that she was seeing the Banisch report for the first time while it is dated April 2008.  She was also concerned that the studies used in the report go back to the 1990’s.

Peter Staples, Woodland Road

Mr. Staples said he is a representative of Brookside Engine Company #1.  He said he is happy the meetings are televised and he was able to see the last meeting on TV.  He said he was worried about some of the comments made at that meeting concerning the Emergency Services Building, especially a comment questioning the ability and qualifications of the Brookside Chief.  He noted that the Chief has spent years working and volunteering in the community and he was one of the firefighters responsible for preventing the room (elementary school multi-purpose room) from being crushed into cinders.  He said he was appalled that his qualifications were questioned.  He said 
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there is unanimous support from Brookside Engine Company to have the driveway put in – it was a safety issue addressed in the original plans.  The purpose of the driveway is so trucks can pull in and make a 90 degree turn. On Court day the parking lot is a mess. He said the building should have been a drive through building, but that was not done.  He continued his comments saying that the normal course is to have 2 points of exit in case of emergency.  The Harmony Brook floods – if the front area is blocked emergency vehicles will be unable to get out.  He said the driveway has been on the plans since the conception of the building and it is very late for a change.  It was originally a two way driveway, but a compromise was made to have emergency vehicles only returning to the building via that driveway.  Mr. Staples asked that consideration of a change be taken off the table.  Mayor Cioppettini said that the Governing Body agreed to investigate the requested changes and it will honor that decision.  Mr. Staples said that safety is a major consideration and asked that the Firefighters be engaged in that conversation.
Mr. Phelan said he appreciates the comments representing the officers.  One of the principles being investigated is the 180 degree turn – that has to function safely.  He said that this has to be designed for future trucks as well.

Mr. Krieg made a comment on Mr. Merritt’s question concerning 140 parking spaces.  Mr. Krieg said that in looking through the Banisch report, the spaces that were referred to are actually from a preliminary plan for the DeNeufville property, not the Pitney property.
Jim Freemyer, 9 Ballantine road

Mr. Freemyer asked if the Township knows the number of spaces required based on the size of a facility.  Mayor Cioppettini said there is a standard that is used.  Mr. Freemyer said he would like to see statistics on the usage of the Library.  

Dennis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan said that there are people who do not live across from the driveway who also believe the aesthetics in the area should be maintained.  He thinks something should be done for the immediate residents to maintain the appearance and he commends the Governing Body for the decision to halt the process and investigate.

Diane Tolley, 15 Woodland Road

Mrs. Tolley asked how she could get copies of the reports that were discussed.  Mr. Mountain said they are available in the Township Clerk’s office.  Mr. Phelan said they are posted on the TAG website.  Mrs. Tolley asked if there was a study done to determine the 3 sites considered in the report.  Mr. Phelan said that there was a citizens committee that was tasked with finding site locations.  He said that committee recommended Chartwell Manor, the Ko site, however, that did not work out.  He said it has been a challenge to find suitable sites.  Mrs. Tolley said the study is flawed without resident input.  
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 23, 2009
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt said the studies are on the TAG website and he endorsed Chief Ross Johnson.

Jennifer Brauner, Carroll Drive

Ms. Brauner asked if anything could be built on the site where the old firehouse will be demolished.  She asked further if COAH units could be put there.  Mr. Mountain said environmental restrictions prevent any new development.  Ms. Brauner said she does not understand why people think that having these services in their neighborhood is a negative thing.  She is happy to have them in her neighborhood and will be sad if they move to Pitney.

With no one else to be heard and upon motion duly made and seconded, Mayor Cioppettini closed the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.

At 11:15 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Mr. Schrier, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting to closed session.  Mr. Schrier left the meeting after it was adjourned to closed session.
At 11:53 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-110 ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2009 and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded.  There was no discussion on the resolution.  Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor and Resolution 2009-110 was adopted.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and the meeting adjourned at 11:54 p.m. on unanimous approval.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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