 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

APRIL 28, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek





Mr. Phelan






Mr. Krieg






Mr. Schrier
Mayor Cioppettini


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Session Minutes of April 13, 2009.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded and upon a voice vote the minutes were approved unanimously.  

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of April 13, 2009.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and upon a voice vote the minutes were approved unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 10-2009 by title ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 1-2009 TO CHANGE THE ADDRESS STATED THEREIN FROM 127 MOUNTAINSIDE ROAD TO 227 MOUNTAINSIDE ROAD ON BLOCK 116, PART OF LOT 44 and called for a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Mr. Schrier so moved and Ms. Florek seconded. No one from the public wished to be heard and upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Schrier the public hearing was closed.  Mr. Schrier made a motion to adopt Ordinance 10-2009.  Ms. Florek seconded.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor and Ordinance 10-2009 was adopted.  This ordinance is appended to the official minutes.
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HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Ms. Florek, Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  
George Koenig, 13 North Gate Road

Mr. Koenig said he aggress with the position that the Township Committee is taking with respect to filming meetings.  He believes that it should be vetted and be able to be done a repeatable, ongoing basis.  He also said that there must be some way to verify the identity of anyone sending an e-mail for the meeting.  He said he concerned from a security standpoint.

Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Mrs. Berlin asked where the Township Committee was in terms of budget deliberations.  Mayor Cioppettini replied that the budget has been introduced and the public hearing will be held at the next Committee meeting.  Ms. Berlin asked when, since the budget was completed, there would be another meeting on Pitney; that she is just trying to get answers.  Mayor Cioppettini said the matter would be addressed in the next few weeks and another meeting will be scheduled some time in the future.  Ms. Berlin asked why there is only one opportunity scheduled for public comment.  Mayor Cioppettini replied that in the interest of time the Committee has decided to hold only one portion of the meeting for public comment.
Robert Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman said that he is in favor of televising Township meetings because it does a lot for transparency. 

Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman said she is disappointed to see that the second opportunity for public comment has been canceled and she thinks that if there is to be only one opportunity it should be at the end of the meeting.

With no one else wishing to be heard, upon motion duly made and seconded, the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting was closed.

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 13-2009 by title  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $257,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $232,750 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.
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Mr. Mountain noted that this ordinance will provide for purchase of fire department equipment, public works equipment, road resurfacing and two Recreation Commission items in the Capital Plan.

Mr. Phelan moved to adopt Ordinance 13-2009, Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Schrier noted that the ordinance incorrectly says Meadow Park and should be corrected to Meadowood Park. There was no other discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor and Ordinance 13-2009 was approved on first reading and is appended to the official minutes

Prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  Mr. Schrier asked that Resolution 2009-77 be removed and considered separately.
Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Ms. Florek, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-74
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

2009-75
AWARD OF CONTRACT - L3 MVR SYSTEM

IN CAR VIDEO RECORDING SYSTEM

2009-76
AWARD OF CONTRACT -   2009 FORD EXPLORER


2009-78
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH 

THE COUNTY OF MORRIS FOR ROAD OPENING PURPOSES

2009-79
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE




OF THE PUBLIC

Matters Pertaining to:  Contracts – Emergency Services Building





             Pitney Acquisition





Animal Control Shared Services


2009-80
SUPPORTING CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION




MAY 18 – MAY 31, 2009

Resolutions 2009-74 through 2009-76 and 2009-78 through 2009-80 are appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-77 APPOINTING NANCI KAPPEL STATION MANAGER MENDHAM TV FOR THE YEAR 2009 by title.  Mr. Schrier asked Mr. Mountain to give an evaluation of Ms. Kappel’s performance before he considers this resolution.  Mr. Mountain said he could give a generic description of what Ms. Kappel has done, but anything more detailed he would provide in closed session.  Mr. 
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Mountain said that Ms. Kappel is responsible for the design and look of the station bulletin board.  She has provided good service to the board, and follows through on its directives.  In addition she works on sponsorship and is beginning the 2009 campaign.  Mr. Schrier moved to adopt Resolution 2009-77, Ms. Florek seconded.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor and Resolution 2009-77 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.
DISSCUSSION

There was no discussion.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain said that the Emergency Services Building is entering the final stage of work.  The elevator work has been closed and an inspection is set for May 7.  The flooring and carpeting distributors did a walk through.  The epoxy floor is set for the second week in May.  Preparation for final paving will begin next week.  Painting is in the final stages. The goal is for a temporary certificate of occupancy by mid May and final site paving in the second or third week of June.
Mr. Mountain reported that he, Ms. Florek and Mr. Falcon met with the Morris County Agricultural Development Board to discuss the Board’s concerns.  He said that Ms. Florek suggested a compromise that Mr. Falcon is researching and he will report back when that information is available.
CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Florek spoke of a situation that was brought to her attention concerning new FAA regulations and flyovers in Morris County, which would pose a potential danger to Mendham Township residents.   Ms. Florek said that Mr. Frelinghuysen’s office said this information is incorrect and they will follow up with the Township.  Ms. Florek said she would like to stay on guard over this situation since she would not like to see this happen over Mendham Township.

Ms. Florek also reported that Trenton is proposing to raid the EMS Training Fund and she strongly suggests that the Township oppose any such move.

Ms. Florek noted that the Township is saddened by the death of Richard Morales.  Mayor Cioppettini thanked the Township Police Department for taking over for the Borough Department during the last week.  He sends condolences to the Morales family.

Mr. Krieg noted that the Township Committee received two pieces of correspondence from local Girl Scout troops requesting support and assistance for projects that they are working on.  Both projects have to do with recycling and he would like to encourage them.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier had no report.  
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Mayor Cioppettini said that since the meeting was a short one he would like to open the floor again to Hearing Persons Present, but noted it was a one time change.  Mr. Schrier moved to open, Mr. Krieg seconded.  All present voted in favor.

Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman suggested that if there is to be only one opportunity for public comment that it be at the end of the meeting.
Mrs. Zimmerman asked about the agenda item under Executive Session that was listed as a discussion under Contracts, Pitney acquisition.  She asked if the acquisition had already taken place.  Mayor Cioppettini replied that it has not.  Ms. Zimmerman asked why it is in closed session.  Mr. Mountain said that it is in closed since details of the actual contract are to be discussed.

At 7:50 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Ms. Florek Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting to closed session.
At 8:19 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session.

Mayor Cioppettini asked that since both school budgets had passed if the Governing Body members were now comfortable with having Mr. Banish come to a meeting in the second week of June for a public meeting.  He would be present to talk about his report and answer questions and it could be at a regular meeting in June that would have a light agenda.  The Governing Body agreed to Mayor Cioppettini suggestion.
Mr. Phelan asked Mr. Krieg to report on the last meeting of the Mendham TV Board.  Mr. Krieg said that he told the board members that Mendham TV should not become political and the perception is that its members are political.  He said that the members said they are allowed to film any meeting as a private citizen and would broadcast unedited.  Mr. Krieg told them that there is no money for a new sound system.  The members said they could work around the sound.  The Board thought it was a good idea – that all meetings should be filmed, including the Board of Education.  
Mr. Phelan said there many logistical things to be worked out and there needs to be a formal proposal.  Mr. Krieg said he told that to the Board but they said they can come in without Township permission.  Mr. Falcon said they can come in but cannot be disruptive.  Ms. Florek asked if there were ordinances passed in other towns that set up parameters and guidelines.  Mr. Falcon said that this is done in Millburn and he will provide a copy of their guidelines.  Mr. Schrier asked if there are any restrictions on how the videotapes can be used.  There was general concern that the tapes could be edited and posted to the web, slanting them in many different ways.  Mr. Mountain noted that any tapes submitted for broadcast are to be reviewed by the Board and the by-laws address what is done if it is determined that the tape has been edited.
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Mr. Mountain noted that in Millburn there was concern at the outset, but it is working well.  Mr. Schrier said he is not concerned about intrusiveness; he is concerned about editing before it goes on air.
Mr. Phelan suggested that the Governing Body allow filming of special meetings to gauge the interest.  He said that if this starts he would not like to see an abrupt end to it because the volunteers lost interest.  

Mayor Cioppettini asked how Mendham TV is financially. Mr. Mountain said that as long as there is sustenance from cable companies the station is ok, but if it has to rely on its own funding, it will not succeed.  Mr. Phelan noted that the Township keeps hearing that there is no cost for filming and broadcasting the meetings.  Mr. Krieg said that Mendham TV said they will not put money in to it. Mr. Phelan also noted that filming is done in Long Hill Township and the initial cost was approximately $100,000.

Ms. Florek asked Mr. Mountain for the status on the website.  Mr. Mountain reported that he has met with Amalia Duarte and plans are proceeding.
At 8:38 pm Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Florek so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and the meeting adjourned on unanimous approval.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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