 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

APRIL 13, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek





Mr. Phelan






Mr. Krieg






Mr. Schrier
Mayor Cioppettini


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

Mayor Cioppettini acknowledged the skill, dexterity and professionalism of the Navy Seals and Captain Phillips for his leadership, skill and bravery.  He said that this incident shows that the United States has a well-prepared military and sends a message to the world that we will protect our ships at sea, our land and our citizens.

Mayor Cioppettini introduced Jacke Schram, John Notte, and James Johnston, members of the West Morris Mendham Regional School Board Finance Committee, and Business Administrator Douglas Pechanec, who gave a presentation on the regional high school budget.  Also present from the Board of Education were Jamie Button and Jeff Emery.
A copy of the presentation if appended to the official minutes.
After the presentation Mayor Cioppettini asked the Governing Body members for questions. 
Mr. Krieg commented that the Township just received an alert from the League of Municipalities encouraging municipalities to press Trenton to cut back on unfunded mandates due to this year’s difficult tax situation.  He said he would encourage the Board to ask their associations to do the same thing – to suspend frivolous mandates that are expensive.  Coming from both the municipalities and the schools there is a better chance of getting results.
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Mr. Krieg said that after the Board’s last contract was negotiated he asked how the 4.5% increase would be covered.  Mrs. Berlin, the representative at the time, said it would be covered through “breakage”.  Now that three years have gone by, Mr. Krieg asked how much of the salary increase was able to be allocated through “breakage” toward that 4.5% increase.  Mr. Pechanec said that currently when a teacher leaves and is replaced there is about a $50,000 savings.  He said he can go back and check this information.  Mr. Krieg noted that the largest part of the budget is fixed costs and they are fixed through negotiations and a 4.5% increase is high. Mr. Emery noted it is 4.5%, 4.4% and 4.3%.  Mr. Krieg said it is a fairly large number and asked how that number could be kept down, or if there are any goals for a number in the negotiations.
Mr. Pechanec said that the negotiations committee knows that the state has put a 4% cap on revenue and as a result there is a motivation to make sure that they are within that box.  He said that will take a lot of work on the part of the committee and they will need board support.  Mr. Krieg said that he remembers from the last contract that the 4% had just been instituted and there was a concern how the .5, .4 and .3 would be covered and the answer was through “breakage”.  He said he is curious to know if that happened.  

Mr. Phelan asked who serves on the Negotiation Committee.  Ms. Schram said Mr. Button is the Township representative; Mr. Johnston and Susan Guilmette also serve on the committee.  There are usually four members, but the fourth member recently left the Board.  Mr. Phelan asked what the current provision is for health care – how it is worked into the equation with health care costs rising significantly.  Mr. Pechanec said that currently there is a 7.5% contribution for dependent coverage.  There is no employee cost for single coverage.  Mr. Phelan said this is a negotiation provision for the committee to explore.
Ms. Florek said she would like the facts concerning the state ranking – she said she understands that there has been a slight decline and she would like to know what is causing it and what the action plan is.  Mr. Johnston handed out a sheet that shows a comparison between West Morris/Mendham, Mountain Lakes and Chatham. He said that if you look at the components you might wonder why there is such a difference in the rankings. One of the components is the number of students in the International Baccalaureate program and the number of students testing out of AP.    He believes that another contributing factor is the percentage of students going on to four year colleges. There is a rather significant difference from the other two schools.  That is attributed to a number of things such as the Stars Program, where top students are provided with scholarships for two years.  Students who go to Morris County for two years have an easier transition to Rutgers or NJIT or the College of NJ.  These are components that the Board has identified that need to be looked at.  

Mr. Schrier said he is not sure he follows the reasoning in this and asked what the role of County College and the Stars program have to do with declining number of students going on to four year colleges.  Mr. Johnston said that many parents are making the 
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decision to save the high cost of private colleges when their children can go to Morris County for free for two years and then transfer out to other schools.  It is a money 
saving tactic.  Mr. Schrier said he cannot disagree with that except he does not know that the students in the Stars program are the ones who are driving that number down.  Mr. Schrier said that Mountain Lakes and Chatham are also in Morris County and their numbers have not declined to the same extent.  Mr. Johnston said he can’t explain why – the numbers show that students are going to two year schools. Mr. Schrier said that he thinks there is a conclusion being drawn that may not be relevant.  Mr. Johnston agreed, but said that the number of students attending four year schools has significantly decreased in the last eight years.
Mr. Schrier asked if the sources of revenue and the tax needs listed on page 9 of the presentation include debt service.  Mr. Pechanec said yes, it does. Mr. Schrier asked about special education costs and noted that there was a comment made that these costs are akin to COAH.  He said they are both mandates, but they are two different things.  Mr. Schrier asked what the board has done to obviate the need for these mandates, given the cost of special education to the schools and the disparity between the costs for special education and the need for special education. Mr. Johnston said that New Jersey school boards employ full time lobbyists that lobby for legislative consideration.  Mr. Schrier said that the municipality does not rely entirely on lobbyists or the League of Municipalities – that the board should be more active in this area.
Mayor Cioppettini asked why there is such an increase in special education students.  Mr. Johnston said that they have an excellent special education program and people with the need for such programs hear about the program and move into the district for that purpose.  

Mayor Cioppettini asked where the proposed staff reductions were going to be.  Ms. Schram said there is a teacher retiring and there will be a teacher position split between two schools.  Mr. Notte said there will only be one permanent sub – there will not be one in each building. 
Mr. Cioppettini asked what steps the municipality can take to reduce costs of the regional high school and help reduce the taxpayer’s burden.  Mr. Notte more shared services would be a great benefit.  He said that they already share asphalt and driveway repair and fuel.  Mr. Pechanec said that substantial transportation services are provided by Mendham Township and Washington Township.  Mendham Township charges by the route and Washington Township charges by costs, but the costs are comparable.  He said that they have explored going out to Hunterdon and Warren Counties.  They have used Dover and Mt. Olive. They have also looked in to bidding transportation.  Right now things seem to work very well.

Mayor Cioppettini asked what else is purchased from other municipalities.  Mr. Pechanec said that in Mendham Borough they share services with the Student Resource Officer who does traffic control in the morning and then is with the students 
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the rest of the day.  He said they have a consortium for electricity and gas, for telecommunications, grounds work with Chester, cooperative bidding for both school, 
insurance pools, State Health Benefits Plan, Morris County and Somerset County cooperative pricing plans.
Mayor Cioppettini asked if they can track the cost per student at each high school and if they can go back and see how the costs are moving over a period of time.  Mr. Pechanec said he could get that information.

Mayor Cioppettini thanked Mr. Notte and Mr. Johnston for their time on the Board.  He also said he would like to recommend Mr. Button to the Finance Committee since he has a Masters degree from Harvard Business School.  

Mr. Phelan said he would be extremely disappointed if Mr. Button was not considered for the Finance Committee.  Mr. Johnston said that he believes the Negotiations Committee to be the single most important committee since the biggest portion of the budget is non-discretionary.  
Mr. Emery noted that committees on the Board of Education are chosen solely at the discretion of the board president.  

Mr. Schrier asked what sense the Board has that there will be any progress made with the teachers’ union that would be greeted happily by the taxpayers.  Mr. Johnston said that if you look at how negotiations are conducted, when sides cannot agree and go to arbitration then fact finding then mediation – he would ask that if the Township Committee wants to make a difference they should look at the personnel the State uses to arbitrate and mediate – who they are, what their background is – what part of the education process do they come from.  Mr. Schrier said that he does not think that the Board has tried hard enough – that they have the opportunity as a Board to lobby the State of New Jersey and all of the high school boards that deal with the critical issue of teachers’ salaries and negotiations have that opportunity and they have all been deficient in the fight against it.  The taxpayer seems to come at the bottom of the list.

Ms. Schram thanked the Governing Body for its offer of help.  Mayor Cioppettini thanked the School Board members for attending.

APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Session Minutes of March 24, 2009.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Phelan seconded and upon a voice vote the minutes were approved unanimously.  

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of March 24, 2009.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Phelan seconded and upon a voice vote the minutes were approved unanimously.
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OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 9-2009 by title AMENDING ORDINANCE 9-2001 ESTABLISHING BEACH AND RECREATION ACTIVITY FEES.  Upon motion of Ms. 
Florek and second of Mr. Schrier the public hearing on this ordinance was opened.  No one from the public wished to be heard and upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Ms. Florek the public hearing was closed.  Mr. Krieg made a motion to adopt Ordinance 9-2009.  Ms. Florek seconded.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor and Ordinance 9-2009 was adopted.  This ordinance is appended to the official minutes.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Ms. Florek, Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  
Fred Backer, Jr., 32 Ironia Road

Mr. Backer was present to comment on proposed Ordinance 2-2009.  He said he has concerns about the impact that would have on agriculture in Mendham Township and specifically on preserved farms.  He said his grandparents purchased the farm in 1927 and his father continues to live there today.  They are proud of their 82 years.  He said that his father, he and his brothers and sisters continue to run the farm today.  In 2004 they decided to preserve their farm.  Morris County CADB executed a deed of easement for the preservation of the property.  This is approved by the State of New Jersey and Mendham Township and it incorporates the laws of the State Right to Farm Act, the State Agricultural Board’s rules and regulations, the Morris County CADB’s rules and regulations and the Mendham Township Right to Farm Act. He said these laws were adopted by the State of new Jersey and were written by experts in the field of agriculture equine science and land use.  The equine laws were specifically written by the Rutgers Equine Center consisting of many PhD’s in the science of equine.  He said his concern with the Township’s proposed farm ordinance is in direct conflict with these previously mentioned laws.  He said his farm is currently allowed to have 38 horses – one per acre – and this ordinance would significantly reduce that number, which would put his farm in jeopardy.  The impervious coverage limitations would also impact his farm adversely.  He said the stated purpose of farm preservation is to insure that the agricultural lands in the municipality will be economically viable well into the future.  This proposed ordinance would put them out of business today.  He recommended that the Township Committee meet with the Morris County CADB.
Catherine Newcomer, 10 Addison Drive, Pottersville

Ms. Newcomer said she is a non-practicing attorney who has had a horse at Backer Farm since 1974. She said it is a wonderfully run facility and she believes they are being “nipped at” by a neighbor.  She said she is concerned that this ordinance runs counter to County and State legislation.  Mr. Mountain said that the Township Committee is going to meet with the County Agricultural Board.
Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt said he encourages the Township Committee to explore every opportunity to avoid long term investments for unnecessary facilities.  He believes that the Township 
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just needs a political solution in joining with the Borough for police and other services.  He said he is a volunteer fireman and he has had to direct traffic because there was only one officer from the Borough and one from the Township available.  He said we 
have a tiny pair of police forces and the idea of creating a new long term facility to house a redundant police force is woefully poor use of scarce resources.  He said the Township should take every opportunity to reach out to neighbors to find a solution to preserve resources.
Mr. Phelan asked Mr. Merritt what his position was on consolidating the fire companies.  Mr. Merritt said he believes the Township should look to have one fire company for the two communities with three companies.  He also said the Township should be looking to combine as many services as possible with the Borough.  Mr. Phelan asked if he would be willing to be a spokesperson for the Township on this issue.  Mr. Merritt said the discussion he is aware of is highly supportive of coordinating to minimize costs and improve services.  
Joanna Wilmerding, 55 Roxiticus Road

Mrs. Wilmerding said that she has a farm and that by this ordinance it would be restricted.  She has to earn a certain amount of income to keep it as a farm.  She said she will be put out of business with this ordinance and she is interested to know how the Township determines what is in the public interest.  Mayor Cioppettini said part of the process is to allow residents to come before the Governing Body – they want to hear from the public. She said she read that a neighbor of the Backers complained about them and when the neighbor moved it was to the other side of the Backers.  She said she believes there has to be some grandfathering.

Donna Vicarisi, 36 Calais Road
Ms. Vicarisi said she was present to support the Backers as a horse owner and a taxpayer.  She said one of the reasons she moved to Mendham Township was for the horses.  She said Mr. Backer has just been inducted into the Mendham Hall of Fame.

She said she would like to see the farms preserved and the people who come to the farm support local businesses.  
Mike Prisco, 56 Tempe Wick Road

Mr. Prisco said he has horses and he knows the Backers.  He said he does not know what the ordinance is about but he knows about a problem that a friend on Knollwood is having with neighbors over their horses.  Mr.  said that the neighbor complained so much about the horses that the friend is moving out.  He said his family enjoys the animals in town.  Mayor Cioppettini assured Mr. that the issue on Knollwood has nothing to do with the ordinance. Mr. Mountain stated adamantly that there has been nothing unprofessional about how that situation was handled and it has nothing to do with the ordinance under discussion.

June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini said that Dee Wehrlin had been present to comment on the agricultural ordinance, but she was told it was not on the agenda for discussion so she left.  Ms. 
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Wehrlin wanted to speak in support of the Backers.  Mayor Cioppettini asked Mr. Mountain to contact all of the individuals who are interested in the ordinance and notify them when it is on the agenda.

Tom Kelly, 10 Summit Road

Mr. Kelly said he is following up with his offer to televise township meetings pro-bono.  He said he did informal surveys and has a handful of responses from citizens.  He said he also did a poll of the JAG – Joint Access Group – membership of local TV stations.  Mayor Cioppettini asked if Mr. Kelly could drop off copies of these comments to the Township Committee.  Mr. Phelan noted that he was also hoping to see a report from Mr. Fairchild.  Mr. Kelly said he sent these polls out and got favorable responses.  He said a lot of the townships that reported said that overwhelmingly board of education and council meetings are the most watched.
Mr. Phelan asked if, as we explore this opportunity, are you aware if we also have to present this opportunity to the Borough because of the relationship that we have with them relative to the management of Mendham TV.  He said he believes that the Borough would also have to participate and he would like to determine if that is true.  Mr. Kelly said he thinks that would be their decision.  

Diana Brown, Ironia Road

Ms. Brown said that there are three documents – the Agricultural Management Practices for Commercial Equine Operations written by Rutgers with the USDA’s Department of Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Equine Advisory Board, the NJ Department of Agriculture;  the Right to Farm Act in the NJ code; and Humane Standards for Domestic Livestock Operations.  Ms. Brown said she will send the links to those documents and send them to Mr. Mountain.  She said these documents are relevant to the ordinance being proposed and clearly the ordinance is superseded by the State regulations and the County Board of Agriculture.

Catherine Ungar, Woods End Road

Ms. Unger said she knows many people in her age group with young children who find it difficult to get to these meetings.  She said she heard the television station offer pro-bono taping of the meeting and she does not know why there is any opposition.  Mayor Cioppettini said that the Township Committee is not in opposition to anything, they are considering it at this time and doing due diligence in gathering all of the facts.  Ms. Unger said it seems there are roadblocks set up every time it is brought up and the Township is looking for a reason not to do it. Mr. Phelan said he has been an internal champion to explore the viability of doing this.  He said he has responded to every person who has written him an e-mail.  He said due diligence is important.  He said he will be discussing this with Mr. Fairchild, who agreed at the last meeting to do a report to confirm the statements made relative to costs, relative to the availability of personnel to televise the event and some of the logistics associated with the production.  It is important that we have all the facts before any decision is made.
Ms. Ungar said many people are interested in seeing this done.
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Tom Kelly, 10 Summit Road

Mr. Kelly said he would like to clarify that he, not the tv station, is coming forward, as an individual to do this at no cost.  He said there are volunteers that he is willing to train to 
cover when he or his wife could not cover the meeting.  It is not the tv station as an entity, but himself as a representative of the community.  Mayor Cioppettini asked if he is correct that Mendham TV has never said that they could do this at no cost to the taxpayers.  Mr. Krieg said this has never been discussed at any meeting or mentioned to the board.  He said he has no concept how the board feels and how board members from the Borough feel about it.  He said this is strictly Mr. Kelly’s idea and Mendham TV has not agreed to it at this point.  Mr. Kelly said there is no cost to Mendham TV or the taxpayers.

Sam Fairchild, 7 Cherry Lane

Mr. Fairchild said “The first report is there is no cost.  The second report is that you have a professional who is telling you that he has the staffing covered.  The third report is that we have the worst public address system in the world.  He suggested shaving some money off the $153,000 that was approved at the last meeting to get it fixed so people who came here to listen would be able to hear what is said.  
With no one else present to be heard Mayor Cioppettini asked for a motion to close the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  Mr. Krieg so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  This portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Phelan noted that before anyone leaves, on the agenda, the audience might be interested in the introduction of the Municipal Budget.  He said he would be disappointed if anyone were to leave prior to that introduction.  He said one of the responsibilities that they have as elected officials is to financially manage what can be done for the taxpayer.  Mr. Phelan asked that it be noted that Mr. Fairchild left the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Sam Tolley, President of Brookside Engine Company #1 introduced new Junior Member Steven R. Roselli.  Mr. Tolley said Mr. Roselli is a high school student who has a lot to offer and he’s ready to take responsibility and Brookside is pleased to have him as a member.  Mayor Cioppettini thanked Mr. Roselli on behalf of the Township Committee.
Mayor Cioppettini turned the floor over to Mr. Krieg, the Finance Committee Chair, who introduced the 2009 Mendham Township Budget.  Mr. Krieg thanked Mr. Phelan for his prior work in setting up a procedure for a true zero based budget, thanked Mr. Mountain and Mr. Theriault for their work in putting the budget together.  Mr. Krieg said this has been a challenging year – receipts are down, the State cut aid by 4%.  There were four public budget meetings where Township Committee met with every operating group, every committee, both Fire Departments, and significant cuts were made to a number of the groups.  The Township Committee has come up with a budget that is 
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balanced and will have zero impact on the Township’s taxes from the municipality.  Taxes will go up because of the schools, but there will be no increase to your taxes from Mendham Township.  He turned the presentation over to Mr. Mountain.

Mr. Mountain said that the response to the direction to come in with austere and responsible requests was heeded, which made the process easier to manage.  The Township has lost over $100,000 in State Aid over the last two years, which is the equivalent of ½ a tax point.  Those losses are compounded – working with that much less every budget year.  The Township is dealing with non-discretionary increases, such as pension payments, but that was made easier because several years ago the Governing Body decided not to accept the State deferral and put monies into a reserve account for this purpose.  A similar program is being offered but this budget includes a 100% payment of Mendham Township’s obligation and Mendham Township still managed to maintain a zero increase.  The public hearing is May 11 where residents will have the opportunity for comment.  Anyone who would like additional information can come in to the municipal offices to see documentation on the budget.  
 Mayor Cioppettini asked for a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-66 INTRODUCTION OF THE 2009 MUNICIPAL BUDGET.  Mr. Krieg so moved, Mr. Phelan seconded. 
Mayor Cioppettini said he was very happy to see that the Township will be able to maintain necessary services while reducing spending.  No necessary area will be cut back and the staff will not be reduced.  The budget is a testament to all the good work done by the departments to keep the budget down.  He thanked Mr. Mountain, Mr. Theriault and Mr. Krieg.  Mr. Phelan said that the tax bill consists of the municipal tax rate, the county, the regional school district and the local school district.  The municipality will not raise the tax rate.  Mr. Schrier shared that the county has lowered the tax levy for 2009 for two million dollars.  Mr. Phelan noted that 50% of the components that make up the tax bill have reduced the rate.   Upon a call of the roll, all members voted in favor and Resolution 2009-66 was adopted.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 10-2009 by title ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 1-2009 TO CHANGE THE ADDRESS STATED THEREIN FROM 127 MOUNTAINSIDE ROAD TO 227 MOUNTAINSIDE ROAD ON BLOCK 116, PART OF LOT 44

and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Phelan seconded.   
There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll Ordinance 10-2009 was approved on first reading and is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 11-2009 by title AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XV, ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, SECTION 15-12, EXPIRATION OF VARIANCE, OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM.  Mr. Mountain noted that this ordinance allows for flexibility on the expiration of variance dates for the Board of Adjustment.  Mr. Schrier moved to adopt, Mr. Phelan seconded.  There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor and Ordinance 11-2009 was approved on first reading and is appended to the official minutes
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Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 12-2009 by title AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XXI, ZONINGREGULATIONS, SECTION 21/4, RESIDENCE DISTRICTS, SUBSECTION 21/4.5, SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM.  Mr. Mountain said that this ordinance allows for establishment of two dwellings on a single lot during the course of construction on a circumstance by circumstance basis.  Mr. Krieg moved to adopt, Mr. Florek seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor and Ordinance 12-2009 was approved on first reading and is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-67 HONORING OUR TROOPS AND “SUPPORT OUR TROOPS DAY”.  Mr. Schrier moved to adopt, Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Schrier noted that Support Our Troops Day is Sunday, April 19, and asked that flags be flown for the brave men and women of our Armed Forces.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor and Resolution 2009-67 was adopted and is appended to the official minutes.
Prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  No one so wished.
Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Ms. Florek, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-68
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

2009-69
APPOINTING PERMANENT EMPLOYEE TO 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

2009-70
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF RECYCLING 

TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

2009-71
AUTHORIZING REDUCTION OF SEWER SERVICE CHARGES

BLOCK 145.04 LOT 24, 17 KNAPTON HILL DRIVE
2009-72
APPROVING RAFFLE LICENSES

BROOKSIDE ENGINE COMPANY #1


2009-73
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE




OF THE PUBLIC

Matters Pertaining to:  Contracts – Emergency Services Building



           Personnel - Appointments
Resolutions 2009-68 through 2009-73 are appended to the official minutes.
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DISSCUSSION

The discussion concerning an adjustment of payment of taxes for the Parisi Family was postponed.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain said that final inspections of the sprinkler and fires suppression system at the Emergency Services Building have been scheduled.  A floor report and security system report are due this week.  There a lot of punch list items, but the main concentration is on getting a temporary certificate of occupancy.  

Mr. Mountain reported that assistance was offered to Chester Township concerning a zoning issue that Chester had over cats.  Mendham will be making a kennel building at India Brook Park available to Chester to house the cats.  Chester will be paying any costs associated with their utilization of the facility. The Governing Body of Chester Township is extraordinarily pleased with the gesture from Mendham Township.  Mr. Schrier noted that this is a wonderful, humane gesture.  He said the Township may want to speak with Randolph since they have a facility that does not euthanize and it might be helpful to place the cats. Mr. Krieg echoed Mr. Schrier’s sentiments. Mayor Cioppettini said that the second part of this was to help find homes for the cats.  Mr. Mountain said the Randolph Animal Control Officer is already involved.
CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier had no report.  
Mr. Krieg repeated that the League of Municipalities is pushing municipalities to ask the State to hold off on unfunded, frivolous mandates. He encouraged everyone to contact his legislator about this issue.  

At 9:26 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Ms. Florek Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting to closed session.
At 9:48 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session.

Mayor Cioppettini said that on April 21 two school board budgets are up for approval and there is the possibility that one or both might not be approved.  He asked Mr. Mountain to explain the responsibility of the Governing Body.  Mr. Mountain said that the schools have a 30 day consulting period and within that 30 days the school has 7 days to provide all the documentation.  For the regional high school the Township will receive a letter from Mr. Pechanec.  Each municipality will appoint two representatives to meet and review the budget.  Mr. Phelan asked if the Township was planning to retain the services of a knowledgeable individual for the review.  Mr. Schrier agreed since Mendham can be outvoted at the high school.  Mr. Krieg noted that if the 
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municipalities do not approve it, it goes to Trenton, Mr. Schrier said that if the voters reject the budget the Township has a responsibility to sustain that vote.
Upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Phelan, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting at 9:53 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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