MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

MARCH 29, 2011

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.
ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Krieg

Present





Mr. Merkt

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present 



Mr. Tolley

Present




Mayor Cioppettini
Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk

Mayor Cioppettini led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on February 14, 2011; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on February 14, 2011.

ENERGY CONSERVATION PRESENTATION – Matthew Peters
Matthew Peters, a student at the Mendham Township Middle School gave a presentation of his Green Challenge Project on energy conservation and environmental sustainability. Matthew said that the Green Challenge is sponsored by the Educational Information and Resource Center. He is eligible to be the first in the State to receive a Green Satori award. 

FARMERS’ MARKET PRESENTATION – Diane Tolley and Colin Harris

Mr. Harris gave a short explanation of the Sustainable Jersey Committee and the certification program for municipalities in New Jersey. One of the things the Committee has discussed is a farmers’ market. He went on to speak about the potential of having a farmers’ market here in Mendham. Mrs. Tolley explained her research on the markets and how this could benefit both the Township and the Sustainable Jersey Committee. She said most are sponsored by business associations, and her goal is to ask the Township if they will endorse this. The next step is to meet with the Board of Education to discuss a possible location.  She said that at farmers’ markets she has attended she found that the generations can come together and other activities can take place while the market is going on. There was discussion about when and where the market could be held and how this could encourage a sense of community.  Mrs. Tolley said she found the markets do not generate a lot of traffic and she has met with other groups that are willing to help the Township work through issues. The Township Committee agreed that this is a good concept and Mayor Cioppettini noted that they should discuss this with the Township land use boards.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of March 8, 2011. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 14, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. All members voted to approve.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of March 14, 2011. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Cioppettini moved to make the executive session minutes of March 8, 2011 and March 14, 2011, open to the public. All members voted in favor.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Phyllis Florek, 7 Prudence Lane

Ms. Florek asked when the Pitney Property Report would be available. Mayor Cioppettini said he hoped for the next meeting.  Ms. Florek asked if there would be a spring tour of the property as had been done in the past. Diane Orban Brown, Chair of the Open Space Committee said that the gazebo had been redone; she is not sure of the condition of the gardens and she does not know what would be available for an open house. Ms. Florek noted that last year’s event was successful without improvements.

Ms. Florek asked about an invitation from the high school to Mayors to discuss a K-12 consolidation. Mayor Cioppettini was not aware of this invitation. Mr. Tolley had such an invitation dated March 24. 

Ms. Florek asked the Mayor for GEM paperwork available as indicated at the last meeting.

Noreen Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mrs. Staples asked when the Township would go forward with the DPW Superintendent position. Mayor Cioppettini said that was in the process and he would not discuss personnel.
Joan Baker, Woods End Road

Mrs. Baker spoke of problems with her water since NJ American did the pipe cleaning project. The water is undrinkable and smells bad. The water company has tried flushing the lines but it is not a solution and is a tremendous waste of water.  She said the real solution is to loop the line and connect to another section. All of the residents on Woods End Road have the same problem. 

She asked the Township Committee to speak to NJ American about putting the loop in. Mayor Cioppettini asked Mr. Mountain to contact the water company on this issue. Mrs. Thomas asked Mr. Mountain to check other cul-de-sacs that might have the same problem.
Katherine Ungar, Woods End Road

Mrs. Ungar reiterated Mrs. Baker’s comments and said she will not allow her children to drink the water. There are only four houses on the street and the residents should be able to drink the water.

Marian Koste, Ironia road

Mrs. Koste expressed concern about the police force reduction and coverage of the town. She noted that the Police Department was at a higher staffing level 20 years ago. She asked what was being done to make sure residents are safe. She asked where the Department was headed and whether the town was really saving money vs. potential overtime. Mayor Cioppettini responded that she is safe.
Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mr. Staples said he was surprised that there was no question and answer session scheduled on the police issue since many members of the public are concerned about safety and what the plan is for the Police Department.  He said the through the OPRA laws he found that there were 16 members on the force in 1988 when the town was much smaller and less things were going on. In 1990 the force dropped to 15 and today there are 13 members. He said this does not make sense. He said the Committee can discuss those issues behind closed doors but the Township Committee has to have a plan on how it plans to address public safety. He has concerns on how safety is insured by reducing the Police Department. He said he spoke with the Chief, who does have a plan. To make up for the loss of personnel both the Chief and Lieutenant will reduce the amount of work they do in those capacities and be out on the road doing patrol activities. Mr. Staples said they should be doing their administrative work to make sure things are going on in the right direction. Mr. Staples said that he was surprised at the number of controlled dangerous substance arrests and underage alcohol arrests. These lead to dangerous situations.  If there is not sufficient police to combat this it will fester. It will come in from outside. The DARE program will be suspended. He said he has children in the school system and that is a good program.
At this point Mrs. Staples asked Mayor Cioppettini to call for order in the audience as she cannot hear what the speaker is saying. Mayor Cioppettini noted that he can hear Mr. Staples and hears no noise in the background. He asked everyone to calm down and let Mr. Staples finish his statement.

Mr. Staples said it is important that not only the Mayor hear him, but that the public hear him. He said the important part is the public that the Committee represents. 

Mayor Cioppettini said the DARE program is not gone. If the Mendham Township Police Department cannot do it the Township has been assured that the Mendham Borough Police Department will do the DARE program so that should not be a worry. Mayor Cioppettini said the Township is hopeful that its own Department will do it, but if not, there is an assurance that the Borough Department will do it.

Mr. Staples said the Chief has told him he does not have the manpower to cover the roads and do the program. He applauded the Mayor for the shared services with the Borough and looked forward the program going on in the schools.

Mr. Staples said by cutting so much there is no slack if an officer is unable to go on his shift due to illness or injury. Single patrols would be the situation he is afraid of. There is not a lot of room in the budget for unexpected overtime expenses. The Township Committee should talk with the public and explain the plan and how the public will be protected. He said he is not satisfied with only assurances that this is not a problem.
Denis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan said he feels very safe in this community. He said that during the Police Chief’s presentation he said DARE would go forward. He said Mendham pays $950 to $1000 per household for police services and he thinks it is twice what the Township would have to pay in the future. He thought it helpful to hear other perspectives on the issue.

Cecelia Donato, Ironia Road

Mrs. Donato said she attended budget meetings for the Township and the High School. She expressed her displeasure that elected representatives to the Board of Education moved to pass resolutions that they intend to lobby for a law exempting them placing budget approval on the ballot if the board stays within the cap, thereby keeping her from voting on the budget. That issue is the last bastion for voting on what uses the most tax dollars and it is inappropriate to take this away from the people  She urged the public to express the same displeasure. 
With no one else to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.
NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini turned the meeting over to Deputy Mayor and Finance Chairman Sam Tolley for the budget introduction. Mr. Tolley remarked that taxes are too high. He thanked the finance committee members, professionals, department heads, TAG for filming the budget meetings and the members of the public who attended.

Mr. Tolley said the committee was charged with trying to keep taxes level and trying to do something about too much debt. Both were achieved. He said issues were raised tonight but when a budget is slimmed down there are always things that will be gone. He said he did not agree with every decision made but it was his desire to come to an agreement by consensus. This year revenue will match basic expenses. There needs to be sustainable revenue to support expenses of the community. This is a tight budget and sharing with other communities has to be looked at.  He said he is comfortable with the operational expenses. On the capital side they wanted to reduce debt and that has also been done. Anything that costs $15,000 or less will be expensed this year and not bonded. Down payments on bonding will increase from 5% to 10%. Capital debt this year is approximately $450,000, but $85,000 in building energy improvement funding must be removed from that amount because that is mostly a grant that will include new physical plant improvements. The Committee will only be authorizing about $250,000 in new debt. 

In addition, the Open Space Fund was looked at. There is a surplus now and a small portion is transferred back into the operating account. This is money which is not needed for one purpose and is going back into general operating fund. The Bartenstein property debt is being targeted to be paid down.

The next step is to look at long range planning. When done there will be a better picture of what can be done in the future. He said he is pleased with what was accomplished and the openness of the process. Mr. Tolley turned the remarks over to Mr. Mountain and Mr. Day.

Mr. Mountain said that he and Mr. Day will have a formal presentation at the April 26, 2011 meeting. He said the process started by having to close a $500,000 delta between requests and the goal of a balanced budget. This goal was achieved, without having to increase the municipal tax rate, through lower operating appropriations, salary and wage reductions and creative approaches to funding activities. The full budget will be available on the website for public review. The Committee tonight will be introducing by resolution the budget document that the State requires and setting a public hearing for the budget at the April 26 meeting. At that meeting there will be a presentation similar to those given by the School Boards. 
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 1-2011 AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) by title and called for a motion to adopt on first reading. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. 

Mr. Mountain explained that there are two caps. This relates to the old cap that has been in place with respect to appropriation limits. It allows the municipality to move the percentage on which the cap on the appropriations can be set and it gives the highest range possible that can be banked should the municipality needs those funds in the future. With the efforts to balance this year’s budget the town is very far removed from having to tap into the bank. This is more of a formality. The second 2% cap also allows for banking which will be more useful in the future. This does not deal with that cap – this is the appropriations cap and has been adopted every year since it was put in place. 
Mr. Mills asked that the hearing date for this ordinance be noted in the introduction. Mr. Mountain said this will be further considered for public hearing on April 11, 2011.

There was no further discussion and upon a call of the roll this ordinance was approved unanimously on first reading. It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-65 INTRODUCTION OF THE 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. 

Mr. Krieg expressed his concerns that non-contract employees will not be given a raise for the second year in a row. He said he knows this is a tight budget but feels this in inappropriate. He suggested that Township Committee salaries be reduced so there is funding to give non-contract employees an increase in pay. The budget committee took the reduction in income but decided not to give non-contract employees a raise. To provide a 2% raise would cost less than $17,000 in a budget of over $8 million. He said he does not understand this. He asked the Committee, just for this year, to suspend the balance of its remuneration, take the pool of money – which will not increase the budget – set it aside and give the employees at least a 1% increase. It would be established by merit, not just an across the board increase. This is right and appropriate and fair that employees get some type of increase in salary. At the end of the year if funds are there the Township Committee would then get paid. 
Mayor Cioppettini reiterated his comments from the reorganization meeting, saying that the Township Committee must address the intolerable situation caused by the economic depression. The Township has the 8th highest real estate taxes in New Jersey. Families are suffering unprecedented financial losses with high levels of unemployment, downsizing and some selling their homes and the possibility of foreclosure. He stated that under the leadership of the Finance Committee the Township would begin to put its fiscal house in order. They will address and take appropriate steps to reduce our distended debt, seek to prepare an operating budget with no tax increase, and will do proper long term financial planning essential to maintaining a strong fiscal policy.  Residents must come first. The capital and operating budgets meet the goals of no municipal tax increase while significantly reducing long and short term debt. The budgets moved toward a strong fiscal policy which will benefit all residents. Accordingly he commends and applauds the fine and difficult job that the Finance Committee, the staff and all involved in the budget process have done on behalf of the citizens. He fully supports the budgets.
With no further discussion, a roll call vote was taken. All members voted in favor and Resolution 2011-65 was adopted. It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini asked Mr. Krieg to read Resolution 2011-66 HONORING JACK SCHRIER FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM.

WHEREAS, Jack Schrier began his distinguished service on the Township Committee on January 1, 1992 and for eighteen years demonstrated his sincere dedication to his community through his tireless efforts to improve the quality of life for residents of the Township; and

WHEREAS, this has included serving at the local level as a member of the Planning Board, Local Welfare Board,  Fire Commissioner, Public Works Commissioner, Library Board Trustee, Liaison to Historic Preservation, Environmental Commission, Open Space Committee, Deputy Mayor and as Mayor in 1997 and 1998; and

WHEREAS, Jack extended his unselfish service to all the residents of Morris County after his election to the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1999, serving as Freeholder Director in 2004 and 2005, Freeholder Liaison to the Department of Planning and Development, the Municipal Utilities Authority and the Morris County Park Commission; and

WHEREAS, he has been a strong advocate of preserving open space, farmland and historic sites and was instrumental in the construction of the Morris County September 11th Memorial; and

WHEREAS, in 2003 Jack was given a gubernatorial appointment to the Highlands Commission Task Force and later served as Vice-Chairman and continues to serve as Acting Chairman of the New Jersey Highlands Council; and

WHEREAS, Jack retired from local public service on February 1, 2011, ending eighteen years of thoughtful, faithful service to the residents of this community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham to publicly honor and thank Jack Schrier for his dedicated service and innumerable contributions to the Township, the County and the State of New Jersey, and extend genuine good wishes to him and his wife Elizabeth in retirement. 

Mr. Krieg said he had the pleasure of working with Mr. Schrier for eight years on the Township Committee. He found him to be always dedicated, to always be available for guidance. His decision to leave public service is a loss to the community.
Mr. Tolley moved to adopt. Mr. Merkt seconded. Upon a call of the roll this resolution was adopted unanimously.  

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-67 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll this resolution was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-68 CANCELING CAPITAL APPROPRIATION BALANCES by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that one of the strategies used to insure that funds are available in expensing capital items was to go through and cancel any ordinances that had fund balances available. These funds will be placed in the capital reserve and will be utilized to fund the expense portion of the capital ordinance being introduced later this evening.  There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll this resolution was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-69 APPROVING RAFFLE LICENSES – HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION – MENDHAM TOWNSHIP by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll this resolution was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 2-2011  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $448,900 THEREFOR, INCLUDING $70,617.51 EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED AS A CLEAN ENERGY GRANT AND $104,282.49 AVAILABLE AS CAPITAL SURPLUS, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $246,600 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll this ordinance was adopted unanimously on first reading. It is appended to the official minutes. A second reading and public hearing of this ordinance is scheduled for April 26, 2011.

Mayor Krieg asked the Township Committee to consider formation of the three committees, Facilities Committee, Social Committee and Technology Committee. 

The Mission of the Facilities Committee is to inventory all Township-owned facilities, with the exception of the Pitney property, to provide the Mendham Township Committee with a complete description of each facility, including present condition, uses, efficiencies and in-efficiencies, as well as a description of any legal restrictions on the property. Where appropriate the study should also include the potential for income generation as compared with estimated carrying costs. 

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to form this committee. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. All members voted in favor.

The mission of the Social Committee is to serve as a conduit of information between all currently established groups within Mendham Township. They will gather information about activities occurring within the Township, will help promote these activities by placing on Township calendar, adding them to the Community Bulletin Board on Mendham TV and helping the community groups get newspaper coverage of their events. They will help identify synergies between various groups and encourage these groups to plan activities for people of all ages, both as separate entities and in conjunction with other groups within the community. 

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to form this committee. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted in favor.

The mission of the Technology Committee is to do a thorough SWOT analysis of the current technologies used in Mendham Township. They will identify current strengths, determine our weaknesses, research opportunities to improve our current technologies and identify technologies that can be implemented to reduce labor and improve efficiency within all departments. This committee will thoroughly investigate any possible threats to the security of the current system and to suggest ways to implement security measures to protect our systems from outside infiltration.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to form this committee. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Krieg said he finds it difficult that these three things were not on the agenda. No one saw anything ahead of time. He said he would appreciate if these could be distributed earlier. Mayor Cioppettini noted they have been on the task list. Mr. Krieg said the documentation was not and in the future would appreciate seeing it before the meeting.  Mayor Cioppettini agreed.  All members voted in favor. 

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini asked for a motion to make the following executive session minutes open to the public: 12/14/09, 1/11/10, 1/25/10, 2/8/10, 2/23/10, 3/8/10, 3/23/10, 6/14,10, 7/12/10, 8/9/10. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Krieg asked that this be tabled until all members can review these minutes and agree they should be made public. Mr. Tolley amended his motion to approve to a motion to table to the April 11, 2011 meeting. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted in favor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.
APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Cioppettini moved to appoint Tim Timpson, William Moran as regular members and Aido Zairi as an alternate member to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. All members voted in favor.
Mayor Cioppettini appointed Carl Perri as an alternate to the Planning Board.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to appoint David Bailin as an associate member of the Tree Protection Committee. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. All members voted in favor.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to appoint members to the Emergency Services Lessons Learned Committee and noted that the Township is looking for more members for this committee. He would like six to ten members in total. The following people were nominated: Eugene Messina, Jordan S. Orlin, Scott Ranger and Sam Barsa. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. All members voted in favor.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to appoint Michael Doyle and Roger Graham as Alternate Associate Members of Historic Preservation. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. All members voted in favor.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to appoint Dan Williams and Michael Merritt to the Technology Committee. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. All members voted in favor.

Mr. Krieg took exception to Mayor Cioppettini’s manner of appointing these positions saying that while he does not disparage any of the appointments, he believes these are being pushed through without any prior discussion. Mr. Tolley said Mr. Krieg had a valid point and communication is a critical thing, but resumes were available and a member of the public complained that appointments had not been made. He felt the appointments should move forward. Mr. Krieg said he is not stopping the appointments, but when something this significant comes up it should not just be a line on agenda saying “Appointments” without knowing what is being considered. Mayor Cioppettini said this has been on the agenda for several weeks. Mr. Krieg said there has been no discussion amongst the Township Committee as to who will be appointed until the Mayor came in with a list of who he’s decided is appropriate without consulting with any of the members. He said again he has no objection to the names, but would appreciate if the Mayor would communicate with the rest of the Committee better.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to appoint Patricia Zimmerman, Chair, Thomas Endhal, Jerry Marcus, Mark Ungar and Norm Preston to the Facilities Committee. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Mr. Krieg abstained from the vote. The remaining members voted in favor.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to appoint Linda Alexander, Sally Mulcahy and Jane Wolk to the Social Committee. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Mr. Krieg abstained from the vote. The remaining members voted in favor.

DISCUSSION
There were no discussion items.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Phyllis Florek, 7 Prudence Lane

Ms. Florek asked questions on the budget and asked first about Open Space Tax. Mayor Cioppettini responded that the budget would be discussed on April 26. When asked about the budget on the website Mr. Tolley said it is his intention that there be full information so it can be seen first and questions answered after. In the meantime, if there were questions Mr. Mountain could answer them. 

Ms. Florek asked the amount of money approved in Resolution 2011-68. Mr. Mountain said it is $287,827.10 to be canceled. Ms. Florek had questions on the resolution and asked to have copies of the resolutions and ordinances available to the public. 
Ms. Florek asked the status on advertising for the Township Attorney. Mayor Cioppettini said they would not comment on a personnel issue. Ms. Florek said it is not a personnel issue and Mr. Mills agreed. Mayor Cioppettini said he did not know when the advertising would take place.

Ms. Florek spoke of litigation in Mt. Olive by statutory employees who are entitled to the same pay raises as union employees. She said she heard that there would be no pay raises again in Mendham this year and asked if anyone was familiar with this litigation. She suggested it be looked at here so Mendham would not be in the same position. Mr. Mills said the litigation is ongoing but is not a barometer of any legal ruling. Mr. Krieg asked if there was a law about this. Mr. Mills said not that he is aware of and Mr. Krieg asked him to look into it.

Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mr. Staples complimented the efforts of keeping no tax increase but is concerned about priorities. He cited some of the requests by various public safety departments and expressed his concerns about the amount of monies being received by those departments while the cuts were not so drastic in other places. He asked that these priorities be reconsidered. He noted that certain spending for cisterns which was already approved was taken out. Cisterns are used for water supply in areas of the town that don’t have hydrants. This is what saves a house when it is burning. He asked again that the priorities be considered carefully.
Noreen Staples, 10 woodland road

Mrs. Staples apologized to all of the residents and the Township Committee for her anger during the last public session. She requested that the Committee try to get a sense of decorum. She said she is in the minority. Being dismissed, called names or being talked about, hurts. She said she and her husband come to these meetings to be a part of the community. People may not like what they say but everyone is trying to do the right thing, as they see it. She said her teenage daughter does not understand the Library doing fundraising and then purchasing pizza for teens. She further questions the Library’s budget increase and expressed concerns that there is no funding for a raise for Township employees. She asked the Township Committee to care about this.
June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini clarified for Mrs. Staples that the pizza for the teens at the Library is purchased with grant monies from the Municipal Alliance. This encourages the teens to do something positive. Nothing from the Library budget goes to the youth group for snacks.

Russ McCabe, 16 Carriage Hill Drive

Mr. Mc Cabe said that the Township needs to look at a merger or additional services with other towns, as the Police Chief spoke of in his presentation the month before.  He suggested allowing the Police Chief to share more back-up to balance the load in both communities.

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.

On motion of Mr. Tolley and second of Mr. Merkt the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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