MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

March 23, 2010
Mayor Krieg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini
Mr. Phelan
Mr. Schrier 
Mayor Krieg


  Absent:

Ms. Florek



  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Krieg read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 6, 2010; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 6, 2010.
Mayor Krieg announced that the Recreation Commission is sponsoring a Luau on April 9 at the Community Club and invited everyone to support the Commission by attending.

Mayor Krieg introduced Kristopher Harrison, Superintendent of Mendham Township Schools, who gave a presentation on the 2010-2011 K-8 budget.  Dominick Butler, Interim Business Administrator, was also present for the presentation.  The formal presentation is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg thanked Mr. Harrison and noted that there was a flaw in the way the property re-assessment and the school budget comparisons were presented.  He suggested that this be explained correctly to the residents.

Mayor Krieg asked the Governing Body for comments.  Mr. Cioppettini praised Mr. Harrison for the difficult decisions that had to be made to construct the budget.  He asked if the Home School Association and Education Foundation were making an impact on cost reductions.  

Mr. Harrison said that fund raising from both associations is of tremendous help to the schools.  They make great contributions that enrich the school environment.  

Mr. Cioppettini noted that the school is in the last year of the contract with teachers and asked what percentage increase the teachers would be receiving.  Mr. Harrison said they will be receiving 4.59% increase.
Mayor Krieg asked about school enrollment.  Mr. Harrison said it is relatively flat now.  Some families are returning children to the district from private schools.  Mayor Krieg thanked Mr. Harrison and said he was glad this presentation is being televised so there will be a more informed public coming to the polls.

Mayor Krieg introduced Jason Gonzales from NJ American Water to explain the proposed water line cleaning program that the company is planning in the Spring and Summer in order to improve water quality and infrastructure.  Mr. Gonzales and a number of NJ American representatives spoke of how Mendham was chosen for this program and what measures would be taken.  The roads mentioned for improvement are Knollwood Trail, Hilltop Road, Colonial Road, West Main Street and Cherry Lane. 
Mr. Phelan asked about the pipe lining and if it would measurably reduce the diameter of the pipe.  Mr. Gonzales said it is a very thin lining.  Mr. Schrier asked if water costs will go up as a result of this project.  Mr. Gonzales said that costs of these types of improvements are borne by all NJ American customers, not just those in the affected areas.  Since this is not the only capital project they have in the works, NJ American will go to the BPU to request a rate increase once all of the projects are completed and it is hard to say when that will be.

Mayor Krieg asked for questions from the residents present.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt asked if it is possible that the deposits that are being cleaned from the lines could re-occur.  Mr. Gonzales said that most of these water pipes were installed in the 1930’s and the sediment has built up over 80 years.  The new lining should prevent the water from reacting to the pipe and causing the sediment.

Andy Bongiorno, Summit Road

Mr. Bongiorno asked about damages to the properties involved in the project and how the property owners would be notified.  Mr. Gonzales said there is a hand delivered notice approximately 2 weeks prior to the work.
Mr. Cioppettini asked that the notice be given at least 3 weeks prior and that it not be hand delivered.  Mr. Gonzales said they will try to meet his request.

Dennis Deegan, Summit Road

Mr. Deegan asked how to determine the age of the pipes in his road.    
Mr. Schrier asked about where NJ American purchased the water and noted that they use other different water purveyors.  
Maribeth Thomas, West Main Street

Mrs. Thomas questioned water flow and corrosive levels.  NJ American said they expect a more consistent flow and anticipate no problems with corrosive levels.

Paul Audino, 22 Hilltop Road

Mr. Audino asked where this project had been done successfully.  Mr. Gonzales said it has been done in Union County and will be done in Westfield and Dunellen this spring.  
Norm Preston, West Main Street

Mr. Preston expressed concerns about having a fire hydrant in front of his house and the length of time work would be taking place on the roads. Mr. Gonzales said that opposed to breaking up the whole street there will be periodic 5’ x 7’ trenches dug and hoses used to bypass the lines.  It has much less of an impact than a full replacement project.  
Mr. Preston had questions about where NJ American’s responsibility begins and placement of the water meter.  He said he has a flow meter on his line. He had further questions about the impact on the line going to his home.  The engineer said there will be air forced through the re-lined pipes to remove the debris that is being cleaned out.

Mr. Phelan asked about the disturbance to the roads which could cause a need for repaving.  NJ American said the area would be restored using infrared technology.  Mr. Cioppettini questioned whether there is a still a moratorium on cutting the road.  Mr. Mountain said NJ American has spoken with Mr. Read, who as the Township’s expert is comfortable with the remediation process that will be used.  This is a demand from residents for a service that is being provided for a community benefit and the Township has allowed this in the past.  Mr. Cioppettini asked if NJ American would provide a bond for the road work.  Mr. Mountain said he would report back after it has been reviewed by the Engineer and the Public Works Department.  

Rick Blood, 32 Tingley Road

Mr. Blood asked that the work that gets done be base to grade and then milled.  He suggests basing it to the top, coming back in 4 months, milling the area and putting new asphalt it.  Mr. Cioppettini said he would still like to see a bond.

Patricia Zimmerman, West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman asked for contact information from NJ American. She said she is happy that the work will be going on but questioned the quality of the discolored water.  The engineer said there are no health effects from the discolored water; it is an unappealing aesthetic factor.  It meets federal safe drinking act water standards. 
John Ransegnola, 23 Hilltop Circle

Mr. Ransegnola showed a container of discolored water he brought from his home and asked what could be done prior to the correction work. NJ American said there would be flushing of the lines going on through the entire project but there would not be filtration.  Mayor Krieg asked if there is anything that could be done for the resident.  Mr. Audino, also from Hilltop Road, said he has a two stage filter installed in his home to help with this problem. 

Mayor Krieg thanked NJ American for coming and asked any residents who may have additional questions to contact Mr. Gonzales.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Krieg called for a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2010.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded. Mr. Cioppettini noted that he was at the Special Meeting and asked that the minutes be amended to show his presence.   All members present voted to approve the minutes as amended.
Mayor Krieg called for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 8, 2010.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini noted a spelling error. All members present voted to approve.

Mayor Krieg called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of March 8, 2010.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  All members presented voted to approve.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Cioppettini said he would like to discuss NJ American opening so many areas in a street that has been recently paved. Mr. Mountain recommended getting a report from the Township Engineer and the Public Works Director who are engaged with NJ American and get a report for discussion.  
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Krieg opened this portion of the meeting.

Norm Preston, West Main Street

Mr. Preston noted that not only are holes going to be cut in the streets for the water project, but there will be trenches cut in front of driveways.  The road will be compromised a lot and he asked that the Township makes sure the road is put back in order.
Mr. Schrier noted that Mr. Read is very critical of the roads and very diligent about making sure they’re in great shape.

Pat Hayden, 8 Carroll Drive

Mrs. Hayden suggested that the affected roads be put on the website.  

Mrs. Hayden had questions about vacancies on boards and asked if the membership list is available.  She suggested that specific openings be posted.  Mayor Krieg noted that appointment expirations are on the website and the Township only finds out after polling members whose membership are expiring.  Further, he said there is no legal requirement to publicize or advertise openings.  What is on the website is done as a courtesy and is not required by law.  The Township is violating no law.  The form required by the state is on the website.  
Mrs. Hayden asked about the compensation inquiry that was made.  Mr. Krieg said he would be addressed later in the meeting.

Rick Blood

32 Tingley Road

Mr. Blood said that Roxbury Township has been experimenting with making utilities responsible for their utility trenches permanently.  The larger utilities have not objected to that. This may help with the maintenance of roads that are opened.
Diane Tolley, Woodland Road

Mrs. Tolley asked how emergency vehicles would be addressed during the line cleaning process.  

With no one else to be heard Mayor Krieg moved to New Business.

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Krieg read Ordinance 2-2010 by title AMENDING ORDINANCE 9-2009
ESTABLISHING BEACH AND RECREATION ACTIVITY FEES and called for a motion to adopt.  This ordinance reflects the recommended fees of the Recreation Department.
Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.

Mr. Cioppettini asked the amount of the increase and wants the Recreation Commission to come in for an explanation.  Mr. Mountain explained that the beach has operated at a deficit and that the direction from the Township Committee has been that it be self-sustaining. Fees have no effect on the Recreation budget, but could affect the Township budget.
The roll call vote was as follows:
	INTRODUCED
	SECONDED
	COMMITTEE
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	
	
	MR. CIOPETTINI
	
	x
	
	

	
	
	MS. FLOREK
	
	
	
	x

	
	
	MR. PHELAN
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MR. SCHRIER
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MAYOR KRIEG
	x
	
	
	


The ordinance is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-51 AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS and asked for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini questioned the need for this additional appropriation.  Mr. Mountain replied that it is necessary in order to operate until adoption of the 2010 budget.  

The roll call vote was as follows:

	INTRODUCED
	SECONDED
	COMMITTEE
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	
	
	MR. CIOPETTINI
	
	x
	
	

	
	
	MS. FLOREK
	
	
	
	x

	
	
	MR. PHELAN
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MR. SCHRIER
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MAYOR KRIEG
	x
	
	
	


Requiring a 2/3 majority vote, Resolution 2010-51 was not adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Krieg read Consent Agenda Resolutions 2010-52 through 2010-57 by title and asked for a motion to adopt. Mr. Cioppettini asked to remove Resolution 2010-52 for discussion. Mr. Schrier moved to adopt Resolutions 2010-53 through 2010-57; Mr. Phelan seconded. 
The roll call vote was as follows:

	INTRODUCED
	SECONDED
	COMMITTEE
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	
	
	MR. CIOPETTINI
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MS. FLOREK
	
	
	
	x

	
	
	MR. PHELAN
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MR. SCHRIER
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MAYOR KRIEG
	x
	
	
	


These resolutions are appended to the official minutes.


2010-53
AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF OUTDATED CHECKS


2010-54
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS




AND STATE TAX APPEAL


2010-55
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL AFFAIR PERMIT 

MENDHAM TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION


2010-56
APPROVING RAFFLE LICENSES

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MENDHAM


2010-57
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT PRESENCE OF PUBLIC




Matters Pertaining to:




Personnel – DPW

        Appointments





Contracts – Emergency Services Building
 
Mayor Krieg called for a motion to adopt Resolution 2010-52 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Phelan so moved; Mr. Cioppettini seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini had questions about payments to Holiday Inn Express listed on the bill list.  Mr. Mountain explained that these were payments for a conference attended by the Police Chief and Lieutenant and the costs were charged to the Police budget.  
The roll call vote was as follows:

	INTRODUCED
	SECONDED
	COMMITTEE
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	
	
	MR. CIOPETTINI
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MS. FLOREK
	
	
	
	x

	
	
	MR. PHELAN
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MR. SCHRIER
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MAYOR KRIEG
	x
	
	
	


This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION
Mayor Krieg asked the Governing Body to consider a resolution supporting arbitration reform, saying that reform would bring arbitration to a more fair area.  Mr. Schrier noted that there is a provision that would require the arbitrator to live in New Jersey.  Mr. Schrier moved to adopt Resolution 2010-58 URGING STATE LEGISLATURE TO REFORM INTEREST ARBITRATION, 
The roll call vote was as follows:

	INTRODUCED
	SECONDED
	COMMITTEE
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	
	
	MR. CIOPETTINI
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MS. FLOREK
	
	
	
	x

	
	
	MR. PHELAN
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MR. SCHRIER
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	MAYOR KRIEG
	x
	
	
	


This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg said that Mr. Mountain had received a request for Township Committee compensation information.  He said he does not believe the Administrator should be responding and he prefers to be the person providing the information as follows:

· All 5 members of the Township Committee accept health insurance either as individuals or as families, total cost per year is approximately $68,000

· Township Committee members pay same co-pay per pay period, $20.00, that all employees pay

· Annual salaries:
Committee Member $3,000

Mayor                       $3,500

· Pension – Township and individual each contribute, per month, toward the State Pension Fund.  Mayor - $16.04 per month; Mr. Cioppettini, Mr. Phelan and Mr. Schrier - $13.75; Ms. Florek is not a member of the pension fund.

· There are no other pensions, no local pensions, no pensions provided specifically to members of Township Committee.  By law the Township Committee members must be members of the State pension unless a member goes through an extensive process to be removed

· The members attend several conferences a year, major being the League of Municipalities Convention.  Total cost for all five members was $2,260.  Should be noted that if the members attend a meeting put on by the Morris County Joint Insurance Fund each person attending merits a $100 insurance credit back to the Township and thereby reduces the conference cost by approximately 25%

· Members attended other conferences including NJ Conference of Mayors, Mayors Legislative Day and the expense last year was $315.

That is the entire compensation received by the Township Committee.

There are no expense accounts, no cell phones.  This is all the money expended on behalf of the Township Committee. 

Mayor Krieg noted that all of these expenses are being considered during this year’s budget process and no decision has been made as to what will be in the budget for 2010.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain reported the Township has been accepted into the Highlands Water Use and Conservation Management pilot project.  The Township Committee has not made a decision on whether or to opt into the Highlands but he said he does not know if that is a criteria for accepting. It is a $5,000 grant to do work associated with the pilot program. He said he is in the process of confirming whether there would be any obligation by accepting.  If there is no obligation he recommended participation.
Mr. Mountain said that as a result of the Governor declaring a State of Emergency after the flooding, municipalities that had storm damage are eligible for FEMA relief.  The Emergency Management coordinator is working to submit paperwork and itemize areas for grant relief.
Mr. Mountain reported that a draft report from the road consultant should be submitted by the end of the week.  After subcommittee review with the consultant, and subsequent recommendation from the subcommittee, he will be asking for direction as to how to proceed.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Krieg reported that he received a letter from a resident with concerns about the intersection of West Main Street and Cold Hill Drive.  Additionally, there was a letter to the Editor in the Observer Tribune with concerns about the Ralston curve.  Chief Crawford said that DPW has already cleared the sight triangle at the West Main Street intersection.  As to the Ralston curve, he said less than 10% of 2009 accidents were in the curve.  He said that the problem area that has been noted is where 25% of DWI stops are coming from.  There is a possibility that the line in the road is getting older and he will ask the County to re-line the road.  He said most accidents are due to lack of attention on the part of the driver.
Mayor Krieg read a note from Mendham Borough Police Chief Taylor commending Township officers for their help during the NJEA protest rally in the Borough. Mayor Krieg noted that the Borough is in the process of adopting an ordinance requiring a permit for those types of demonstrations.

There was no other correspondence.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier had no report.  
Mayor Krieg noted that the COAH study commission has said that going forward, 10% of all construction be low income and the current formula be put aside.  Mr. Schrier noted that another important finding of the task force is to restore the Regional contribution Agreements. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Krieg opened this portion of the meeting

Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street

Mr. Monaghan asked that the sound system be improved.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt thanked the Governing Body for the compensation information and had additional questions about health benefits provided to the Township Committee and any other elected officials or volunteers.
Dennis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan had questions on the pension benefits to be paid to the Governing Body upon their retirement.  He commented favorably on the Board of Education presentation.
Mr. Deegan questioned the miscellaneous budget provisions in the DPW budget.

Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman questioned why any Governing Body member who is eligible for Medicare would be accepting health benefits.

Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Mrs. Berlin had questions on eligibility for health benefits in the Township.  She noted that school board members, by law, are prohibited from receiving any stipends, health benefits, or monetary benefit.

Maribeth Thomas, 6 West Main Street

Mrs. Thomas questioned the amount of the emergency appropriations.  She questioned the issuance of a raffle license to a Borough organization, asking if it was being held in the Township.  Mrs. Thomas also asked if the Township could submit a bill for extra man hours to cover the NJEA protest. Chief Crawford noted that he was able to cover the protest without using overtime hours. Mrs. Thomas asked what buildings would be improved if COAH money was received from the State for affordable housing.  Mayor Krieg explained that it is not a reimbursement program but a program where the Township has an option to take 20% of its obligation and transfer it to another municipality through a contribution agreement. The rehabbing of the buildings would take place in another municipality.
Mrs. Thomas asked if the closed session included hiring a new DPW employee. Mayor Krieg said it did not.
Russ Mc Cabe, 16 Carriage Hill Drive

Mr. Mc Cabe asked about the proportionality of the reassessment values of the other towns in the regional school district.  Mr. Mountain explained the numbers are within percentiles of one another in terms of how it will affect contributions to the regional board.  It is an equalization of the rates and they are not disparate.  

Norm Preston, West Main Street

Mr. Preston suggested using raised reflectors on the Ralston curve.  
With no one else to be heard Mayor Krieg closed this portion of the meeting.

At 10:23 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session on motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Mr. Cioppettini.
The Governing Body returned to open session at 10:41 pm.  
On motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Mr. Cioppettini the meeting was adjourned at 10:41 p.m.







Respectfully submitted, 







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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