 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

MARCH 9, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek

Mr. Schrier

Mayor Cioppettini
                       Absent:

Mr. Phelan 





Mr. Krieg


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

Mayor Cioppettini noted that the ordinance discussion scheduled for the New Business portion of the meeting is being tabled to the meeting of March 24, 2009.

APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Session minutes of February 24, 2009. Mr. Schrier so moved and Ms. Florek seconded.  All present voted in favor.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of February 24, 2009.  Ms. Florek so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded.  All present voted in favor.
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 7-2009 by title AN ORDINANCE FOR DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PLAN.  Mr. Mountain explained that the State is requiring municipalities to adopt an ordinance defining positions that will join the Defined Contribution Retirement Plan upon employment.   Mr. Schrier noted that the purpose of this new retirement plan is to reduce the amount of unfunded liabilities and requirements that taxpayers must pay for retirement benefits.  He said that the system has gotten out of control and this new pension system is the result of a joint legislative committee study.
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Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion the Public Hearing on this ordinance.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  No one from the public came forward to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed.  Upon a call of the roll, all members present voted in favor and Ordinance 7-2009 was adopted.   Ordinance 7-2009 is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 8-2009 by title , BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PRELIMINARY PLANNING COSTS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF LAND AND FACILITIES OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP KNOWN AS THE PITNEY PROPERTY AND THE TOWNSHIP HALL PROPERTIES AND FACILITIES, AND THE ACQUISTIION OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $146,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $127,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.  Mayor Cioppettini noted that since ¾ of the membership of the Governing Body is required to approve the adoption of a Bond ordinance, there would be no vote on this ordinance tonight.  Mr. Falcon recommended holding Public Hearing tonight, and carrying the vote to the next meeting.  Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Ms. Florek, the Public Hearing was opened.   No one from the public came forward to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed.   The vote on Ordinance 8-2009 was tabled to the meeting of March 24, 2009. 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Ms. Florek Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  
June Cioppettini, 6 Wright Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini came forward as a representative of the Library Board to present the following Library statistics requested by the Governing Body:

· There are approximately 2,044 residences in the Township.  

· The Library has 1,125 cards associated with those residences, not counting duplicates at a residence

· 55% of residents have a Library card

· Over 46,000 items were circulated from the library

· Adds up to 40 items per cardholder.  
Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman asked to have a copy of the ordinances that had been on for discussion since they were ordinances that were sent to the Township Committee as a recommendation of the Board of Adjustment.
With no one else wishing to be heard, upon motion duly made and seconded, this portion of the meeting was closed.
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NEW BUSINESS
Prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  
Mr. Schrier asked that all the resolutions be read by title.  Mr. Cioppettini asked that 2009-50 be removed so that it could be read in its entirety.  

Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Ms. Florek, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-49
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS


2009-51
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE




OF THE PUBLIC

Matters Pertaining to:  Personnel – Police Chief Retirement




                 Police Personnel Matter





    Recreation Commission Appointment

          Contracts – Emerg. Svcs. Bldg.

2009-52
OPPOSING LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE

DEFERRAL OF HALF A BILLION DOLLARS IN PENSION PAYMENTS




Resolutions 2009-49 and 2009-51 through 2009-52 are appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-50 SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILL A-3570

PROPOSING THE ABOLITION OF THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING (C0AH) in full: 
WHEREAS, the Township of Mendham has consistently over a twenty year period embraced its responsibility to provide affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, as a result of COAH’s demands for towns to prepare and obtain approval for new affordable housing plans, the economic development of Mendham Township is placed on hold at a time of deepening economic recession; and

WHEREAS, COAH has been indifferent to the well-being of the State and its crippled economy; and

WHEREAS,  Housing in the State of New Jersey, and with mortgage financing rates,  are at their most affordable levels in recent history thereby making COAH superfluous and redundant; and
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A-3570 proposes the abolition of COAH which, in turn, will force the legislative and executive branches to come together to adopt corrective legislation addressing the needs of affordable housing employing a more reasonable approach.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham calls upon the State Assembly and Senate to immediately adopt Assembly Bill A-3570;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be distributed to Governor Jon S. Corzine, Members of the 25th Legislative District and all Morris County Municipalities.
Upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2009-50 was adopted unanimously.  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain reported that the Emergency Services Building is on target for a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  The final plumbing work is ahead of schedule and it is estimated that the site work will begin in April to May.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Cioppettini said he received numerous complaints after the snowstorm and subsequent canceling of recycling pick-up.  He said he would like to discuss a policy with the County for inclement weather.  Mr. Mountain said that the Township’s current contract does not provide for emergency pick-up.  He said further, that there are other options if the Township is willing to pay for them.  The Township is only billed for services provided, so there will be no bill for the missed pick-up.  Mr. Schrier said he hopes that the MUA will not be criticized considering they have been extremely forthcoming in providing alternative bins at DPW.  He said they are booked solid and don’t have a free day to come back and pick up recycling when it is missed.  Mr. Cioppettini agreed with Mr. Schrier and said that the safety of the workers who must walk in the street behind the trucks must be taken into account during snow and ice conditions.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier said that he had things he would like to report when all members are present.  
Mr. Cioppettini asked about the DEP requirement that calls for washing of DPW trucks only in authorized facilities.  Mr. Mountain said that a large number of Morris County towns are in the planning stages to handle this situation.  Mr. Cioppettini said that in this economy something like this will have to wait – that this is not the right time to be burdening municipalities.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Ms. Florek Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.
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Tasos Konidaris, 6 Ballantine Road

Mr. Konidaris asked if the environmental site assessment has been completed at Pitney and if the sale has been completed.  Mr. Mountain said that the assessment is done and the owner is willing to complete the work, so the Township is moving toward 
a closing in the next four weeks.  Mr. Konidaris asked if the environmental issues found would affect the neighbors.  Mr. Mountain said that they will not, they are only issues for the Pitney property.  Mr. Konidaris asked for a copy of the assessment and Mr. Falcon said the Township is in the middle of the communication on the transaction and he will check to see when it is completed.
Mr. Konidaris questioned the $140,000 amount in the bond ordinance that will be used for a consultant to do an assessment at Pitney.  Mr. Mountain explained that the amount in the ordinance that will be used for a structural engineering analysis of the existing buildings is only $50,000.   That information will be utilized in the assessment of options for the two sites. Mr. Konidaris asked if there is a timeline for the work.  Mr. Mountain said it is probably a three to four month process to evaluate the information, and then there will be another public meeting to share results.  

Mr. Konidaris asked about the availability of meeting minutes. Mr. Mountain explained that minutes cannot be posted until they have been approved by the Governing Body, which is always two to four weeks after the meeting, not the next day.  Mr. Cioppettini noted that the Township is in the process of improving the website and updates will be available in a timelier manner.
With no one further to be heard Ms. Florek moved that the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting be closed.  Mr. Schrier seconded and this portion of the meeting was closed.

At 8:18 p.m. upon motion being duly made and seconded Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting to closed session.
At 8:23 p.m.the Governing Body returned to open session.  Mayor Cioppettini asked if members of the Governing Body were in favor of appointing Dr. Peck to the Recreation Commission.  Mr. Schrier and Ms. Florek asked that Mayor Cioppettini consult with the Recreation Commission prior to approving this appointment.
Mayor Cioppettini asked the Governing Body to consider Resolution 2009-53 AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT TO PURCHASE THE PITNEY FARM for adoption.  Mr. Falcon said that the open environmental issues have been resolved and a contract amendment would confirm that in writing.  Mayor Cioppettini asked if the Township has a clear title.  Mr. Falcon said that everything is done. Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.   Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor and Resolution 2009-53 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

March 9, 2009

Upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Schrier, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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