 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

FEBRUARY 24, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek

Mr. Krieg

Mr. Schrier

Mayor Cioppettini
                       Absent:

Mr. Phelan 


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

Mayor Cioppettini introduced Mendham Township Superintendent of Public Works, David H. Read, Sr.  Mr. Read was present to be honored by the Township Committee for 36 years of service to the Township.  Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-39

 HONORING DAVID H. READ, SR.

FOR 36 YEARS OF SERVICE IN MENDHAM TOWNSHIP
WHEREAS, David H. Read, Sr., has been a valued employee of the Township of Mendham since February 1, 1973; and

WHEREAS, during his thirty-six years of service to the Township of Mendham Mr. Read has earned the respect and admiration of Township residents and employees; and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of the Township Committee celebrate the thirty-six years of loyal, dedicated service of David H. Read.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham, congratulates David H. Read on his thirty-six years of loyal service and thanks him for his hard work, dedication and service to the Township of Mendham and its residents.

Mr. Schrier noted that Dave Read’s entire career has been with Mendham Township where he began as a laborer and worked his way through the ranks to Superintendent.  When it became a requirement for Public Works Managers to become certified, Mr. Read became a Certified Public Works Manager.  His son, David Read, Jr., who also works for the Township, is a CPWM as well. Mr. Schrier went on to say that the Mendham Township Public Works Department has been the pride of Morris County for many years and superintendents from other municipalities in the County admire Mr. Read and what he does in the Township.  Mayor Cioppettini added that Mr. Read was honored by the League of Municipalities in 2008 for these very reasons.  
APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular Session minutes of February 9, 2009. Mr. Schrier so moved and Ms. Florek seconded.  All present voted in favor.
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of February 9, 2009.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  All present voted in favor.
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 5-2009 by title AUTHORIZING INCREASE IN COST OF LIVING PERCENTAGE/MUNICIPAL BUDGET Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Ms. Florek the Public hearing was opened.  With no one from the public wishing to be heard, the Public Hearing was closed. Mr. Krieg made a motion to adopt Ordinance 5-2009, Ms. Florek seconded. There was no discussion on this ordinance and upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption.  Ordinance 5-2009 is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 6-2009 by title ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS LOT 41 IN BLOCK 145.04 ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM FROM DRAKEWICK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION AND GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT FOR UTILITY PURPOSES UPON PUBLIC LANDS AND TO PERMIT THE CONSTRUCTION OF A WATERLINE WITHIN A TOWNSHIP EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC SAFETY PURPOSES.  Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Mr. Krieg, the Public Hearing was opened.   With no one to be heard, the Public Hearing was closed.    Ms. Florek moved to adopt Ordinance 7-2009 on first reading.  Mr. Krieg seconded.  There was no discussion on this ordinance and upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor of adoption.  Ordinance 6-2009 is appended to the official minutes.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Ms. Florek Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  With no one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 7-2009 by title AN ORDINANCE FOR DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PLAN and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  
Mr. Mountain explained that this ordinance is the result of state enacted pension reform which created a new category of pension contribution.  It is more like a 401k program.  Mr. Schrier said that he would like to know why two different pension systems are needed and asked if the Township is required to adopt this ordinance.  Mr. Falcon said that it must be adopted.  Mr. Schrier said he would like to more about the cost implications and questioned why it was being introduced at this time rather than waiting. Mr. Mountain said that the State has yet to confront towns that have not adopted this ordinance, but that it is only a matter of time. He recommended that the Governing Body go through with the introduction and he will have answers to any questions by the next meeting.  If the answers are not satisfactory the Governing body could choose to table the ordinance to a later date.
Upon a call of the roll, all members present voted in favor and Ordinance 7-2009 was adopted on first reading.  This ordinance is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 8-2009 by title, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PRELIMINARY PLANNING COSTS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF LAND AND FACILITIES OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP KNOWN AS THE PITNEY PROPERTY AND THE TOWNSHIP HALL PROPERTIES AND FACILITIES, AND THE ACQUISTIION OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $146,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $127,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF and called for a motion to adopt on first reading.    Mr. Schrier so moved and Ms. Florek seconded.  

Mr. Mountain said that this ordinance provides for funding for two areas – planning activities relating to Pitney and the Municipal Property and funding for Police Department capital items, as well as providing a funding mechanism for the donations received by the Police Department.

Mr. Schrier noted that this ordinance should not be construed as funding any type of construction of facilities at the properties mentioned.   There was no other discussion and upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor.  Ordinance 8-2009 was adopted on first reading and is appended to the official minutes.

Prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  Ms. Florek did not wish to remove any resolution, but she did want to note Resolution 2009-41 which proclaims the week of February 2 through February 9, 2009, as Scouting Anniversary Week.  Mr. Krieg said that the Boy Scouts are celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Scouting.  He said that Scouting roots are deep in Mendham Township.  One of the most well known boy scouts in the world, “Green Bar Bill” Hillcourt is buried in Mendham Township.  He wrote three of the Boy Scout handbooks while he was working at Schiff scout reservation.  In addition there are one or two paintings done by Norman Rockwell for the Boy Scouts that were done in Mendham Township at Lake Therese.  
With no one desiring to remove a resolution from the Consent Agenda, Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt Consent Agenda Resolutions 2009-40 through 2009-47.  Ms. Schrier so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-40
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

2009-41
PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2 THROUGH FEBRUARY 9, 2009 AS SCOUTING ANNIVERSARY WEEK

2009-42
APPOINTING MEMBERS OF JOINT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

2009-43 AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$18,081.17

 
2009-44
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS


2009-45
APPOINTING SEASONAL EMPLOYEE TO

 


THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS


2009-46
APPROVING RAFFLE LICENSES

MENDHAM TOWNSHIP HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION


2009-47
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE




OF THE PUBLIC Matters Pertaining to:





Personnel






Police Chief Selection Process






Contracts






Professional Services






Emergency Services Building






Cider Mill






Property Acquisition






Pitney Farm Update
Resolutions 2009-40 through 2009-47 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Schrier reported that the National Trust for Historic preservation has invited the cider Mill Trustees to submit an application for an award for the work done at the Ralston Cider Mill.  Five letters of recommendation must be submitted along with the application and Mr. Schrier said he will be submitting one as a Morris County Freeholder.  He also said that the Freeholders have funded grant awards to the Cider Mill since the initiation of the Historic Preservation Trust Fund in 2003, and that when completed the Cider Mill will become a part of the Heritage Trail out of Morristown and going West.
Mr. Schrier also reported a piece of financial good news.  The Township has received $23,063 in rebates from the Morris County MUA for 2008.  He said the residents of Mendham deserve a pat on the back for their continued commitment to recycling.  This is the largest amount ever rebated and it will go into the Township budget.

Mr. Schrier noted that homeowners who are contemplating tax appeals may have a difficult time proving that the value of their home has gone down since there have been few sales to provide the necessary comparable values.  He said that tax courts do not like to grant reductions without these comps.  Mr. Krieg noted that the amount of taxes does not change and if assessments are lowered that will only cause the tax rate to be raised.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain reported that the Emergency Services Building is in its final stages – doors, final security system, flooring, electric – are all either in or ready to go in.  He said he is confident that a punch list will be developed with the architect and a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy is getting closer.  Ms. Florek asked Mr. Mountain to confirm that there will not be a separate road in back of the Emergency Services Building.  Mr. Mountain said that once the work is completed that area behind the building will be restored to its original state.

Mr. Mountain reported that he has received a draft from the consultant doing the Four Town Recreation Study funded through a Share Grant.  He said that after an initial review he believes there are many useful ideas to consider and it will achieve a baseline of information on existing facilities, current users, demographics and future needs.  The steering committee will be meeting and scheduling public hearings to get feedback from the public.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Cioppettini said he received a letter from Mr. Plodkowski voicing concerns about the Pitney Property and Municipal Building. He has asked him to meet with him and Mr. Mountain to discuss his concerns.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier reported that he attended the Morris County League of Municipalities meeting and the League has requested each municipality to consider adopting a resolution in support of Assembly Bill A-3570 which calls for abolishing COAH.  The Governing Body unanimously agreed to consider such a resolution.
Mr. Schrier reported that the Morris County Agricultural Development Board has decided it would like to address issues that it has concerning the ordinance that Mendham Township has introduced with respect to animal units.  The Board will be sending correspondence and requesting a meeting to address the issues.  Mayor Cioppettini requested that Mr. Koenig receive a copy of any correspondence received from the County Board on this ordinance.
 HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Krieg Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.
Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street.  

Mrs. Zimmerman said she was interested in Mr. Schrier’s discussion of the Heritage Trail.  She said she hopes that along that way it will be noticed that foundations of the old coffin factory from the revolutionary war at Drake’s Clearing were saved.  And in another matter she said she found out that the Pitney Farm gardens were not designed by Frederick Law Olmstead, but he did design the gardens at Franklin Farms.  She said that some of those terraces are still there.  Mr. Krieg added that in his reading he found documentation that the Pitneys first purchased property in Mendham Township was in 1722.
Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Mrs. Berlin asked when the next meeting to discuss Pitney and the Municipal Building would be scheduled.  Mayor Cioppettini said that the Township is concentrating on the Budget at this time and there has been no new meeting scheduled. Ms. Berlin asked what the end date for the budget is.  Mr. Mountain replied that it will depend on what State government does with respect to state aid.  It could be mid to late March, April or May. 
Ms. Berlin further asked in what forum the “digestion” of the comments from the special facilities meeting is taking place.  Mr. Cioppettini said everyone is reading and reviewing the comments and trying to figure out where they wish to proceed.  Ms. Berlin questioned whether discussion among the members would take place in an open forum.  Ms. Florek said that has been no discussion.  Mr. Krieg said that of course it would be in an open forum.  

Ms. Berlin asked about the plans for the current municipal building, saying that she heard rumors that plans were already drawn up for a police station.  All the members of the Governing Body and Mr. Mountain said that there are no plans drawn up. 
With no one further to be heard Mr. Krieg moved that the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting be closed.  Ms. Florek seconded and this portion of the meeting was closed.

At 8:27 p.m. upon motion being duly made and seconded Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting to closed session.
At 9:30 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session at which time they considered Resolution 2009-48 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES BUILDING IN THE AMOUNT OF  $82,226.66.  Mr. Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Krieg so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor and Resolution 2009-48 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Mr. Schrier, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting at 9:31 p.m.

 





Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk

PAGE  
1

