MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

February 23, 2010
Mayor Krieg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini
Ms. Florek
Mr. Phelan
Mr. Schrier 
Mayor Krieg


  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Boy Scouts Mark Zimmerman and Tim Schryver of Mendham Boy Scout Troop #1 presented the flag of the United States of America and led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Krieg read a proclamation congratulating the Boy Scouts on their 100th year anniversary and presented it to the Scouts. The proclamation is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 6, 2010; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 6, 2010.
Mayor Krieg introduced Jamie Button, Mendham Township’s elected representative to the West Morris Regional High School District Board of Education.  Mr. Button thanked the Governing Body and the residents and said it is an honor to serve his neighbors.  He noted that he was present, not representing the School Board, but as an individual member, expressing his own opinions on matters of importance to the residents of Mendham. He said he is not authorized to speak on behalf of the Board and he was not speaking on its behalf.  Mr. Button gave a brief presentation on these matters and his presentation is appended to the official minutes.

After the presentation Mr. Button answered questions from the Governing Body. 
Mr. Cioppettini asked Mr. Button if he would like assistance in trying to contact Bret Schundler, appointed as NJ Commissioner of Education.  Mr. Button welcomed any assistance.  

Ms. Florek asked why the Chesters and the Borough don’t seem to share the urgency in addressing inequities at the schools.  Mr. Button said that many people are not aware of the facts but as they become aware they are becoming alarmed. Ms. Florek also asked Mr. Button about the preliminary budget.  Mr. Button said he is not on the finance committee and that information is not shared with him.  He is part of the planning process only as a member of the overall board and has given his comments and recommendations.  He does not know anything more.
Mr. Schrier encouraged TAG to request permission from the School Board to film and televise its meetings.  Mr. Button supported that idea and noted that 25% of real estate taxes are sent to the High School, Broadcasting meetings would be a good way to educate citizens on how that money is spent.  He also said he believes that no permission is necessary from the Board to film the meetings.  

Mr. Schrier also said that a feasibility study had been done in 2004 and those results are still available.  The result of the study was that it would be a good idea to de-regionalize, but Washington Township would not agree to it.  He encouraged the Governing Body to consider a resolution proposing a new study in conjunction with the Borough, the Chesters and Washington Township.

Mayor Krieg thanked Mr. Button and noted that he would like the Board members to update him on last year’s faculty raises that were to be offset by “breakage.”  He also said he was told that there is an entity that will pay the costs of a volunteer organization to film the School Board meetings.  He will reach out to that individual.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Krieg called for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of February 8, 2010.  Ms. Florek so moved; Schrier seconded.  All members voted to approve.
 Mayor Krieg called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of February 8, 2010.  Mr. Florek so moved; Mr. Schrier seconded.  All members voted to approve.

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old  business.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Krieg opened this portion of the meeting.

Sam Tolley, Woodland Road

Mr. Tolley asked for an update on the sound system and was told the Township is awaiting a proposal to add 2 additional speakers.

Mr. Tolley asked when a full time Chief Financial Officer would be appointed.  Mayor Krieg noted that a search is in progress to fill the office and the previous Financial Officer is staying on during the search.  Any other information is a personnel matter.

Rob Strobel, 2 Stony Hill

Mr. Strobel congratulated Mr. Button on his proposal and asked how the Township could prevail in the school issues.  Mr. Button said that the first step is the dissolution of the West Morris Regional High School District which can be done by vote of the Chesters and the Borough – it requires a majority of municipalities and majority of the residents in the overall district.   The second step is forming a new K-12 regional district that will include Mendham High School and the feeding districts.  

Mr. Schrier asked what would happen to the district is that was successful.  Mr. Button said the students would continue in the same school and the four towns would take control at the high school. Central High School would no longer be subsidized and Washington Township will no longer run Mendham High School.  
Ms. Florek asked if a K-12 district would be required in the new plan, or if it was just a suggestion. Mr. Button said it is not a pre-requisite, but he believes it is a good idea and he would support it.

Mr. Strobel said it is evident that there is a benefit in the control of the High School, but he does not think there will be much cost savings.  Mayor Krieg noted that a study would determine the savings.

Mr. Strobel noted that he is speaking for himself,  not for TAG. He said filming the School Board meetings is not a cost issue, but rather an issue of not having enough people to do the filming.  He would encourage any group that has the energy and time to do so.

With no one else to be heard Mayor Krieg moved on to new business.
NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Krieg read resolution 2010-40 APPOINTING NANCI KAPPEL 

MENDHAM TV STATION MANAGER  JANUARY 1, 2010 – JUNE 30, 2010 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Schrier seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Krieg asked for a motion to adopt Consent Agenda resolutions 2010-41 through 2010-42 and asked for a motion to adopt. Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded. 
Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions.  They are appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION
There was no discussion.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain gave an update on the Animal Control services that will now be provided through Randolph Township saying that there had been a logistics meeting with Randolph and he believes there will be a dramatic increase in services.  There are also volunteer opportunities through the Friends of the Randolph Pound and that will be publicized on the website.

Mr. Mountain said that the Township is moving ahead with Phase 2 of the grant  for East Main Street drainage.  The Township previously received funds to support feasibility and engineering work and will be going ahead with the program.

Mr. Mountain noted that the new website has a function for automatic updates to be sent to interested residents.  Additional information on how to sign up for that option will be put on the website.

Mr. Krieg announced that a Shared Services Presentation would be made by Linda Murphy at the Mendham Township Elementary School on Thursday, February 25.  He noted that there are some concerns about weather and the meeting status will be posted on the website.  He said there has been a great response from neighboring communities and he believes it will be a very worthwhile meeting.
Mr. Schrier expressed concerns about the sound quality of the Township Committee meetings that are broadcast on Mendham TV.  Mr. Mountain said he will look into the problem.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Krieg reported that after the last snowstorm he had many e-mails from residents commending the Department of Public Works for its work on the roads.  He asked Mr. Mountain to convey those commendations to Mr. Read and his department.
Mr. Cioppettini read a letter from Mendham Golf and Tennis Club that strongly urges the Township not opt into the Highlands.  Citing concerns about future plans the Club is considering and the difficulties that could be involved should the Township opt in, Club President, Donald Heeb, asked that the Township retain full autonomy regarding land use decisions and refrain from opting in to the Highlands.
Ms. Florek noted that she had reached out to Mr. Heeb and is waiting to hear back from him.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mr. Schrier reported on Senate Bills S2, 3, 4 and SCR 1.  These bills and the resolution address pension system reforms.  Mr. Schrier said these bills will go a long way towards fixing the system and he supports the bills and asked the Township Committee to support them.  
Mr. Schrier noted that cell phones can now be registered with the Morris County Emergency Notification System.  They can be registered at morriscounty.onthealert.com.
Mayor Krieg noted that Mr. Lesniak’s bill concerning COAH is moving forward.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Krieg opened this portion of the meeting

Tim Timpson, 22 East Main Street

Mr. Timpson had questions on the East Main Street drainage and asked if neighbors would see the plan for approval.  Mr. Mountain said there would be a meeting to review conceptual alternatives with the neighborhood.

With no one else to be heard Mayor Krieg closed this portion of the meeting and thanked the public for their attendance.

At 8:39 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session.
The Governing Body returned to open session at 9:09 pm.  
At this time Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-43 by title APPOINTING FIRE SUBCODE OFFICIAL and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2010-43 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-44 by title APPOINTING FIRE PREVENTION OFFICIAL and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2010-44 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mr. Phelan the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m.







Respectfully submitted, 







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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