 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

FEBRUARY 09, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek





Mr. Phelan
Mr. Krieg

Mr. Schrier

Mayor Cioppettini


  Also Present:
Brent Carney, Esq., Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular and Executive Session minutes of January 7, 2009. Upon motion of Mr. Schrier  and second of Ms. Florek, a roll call vote was as follows:

Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

absent


Mr. Krieg

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes


Mayor Cioppettini
yes

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the minutes of the special Meeting of January 29, 2009.  Upon motion of Mr. Schrier and second of Ms. Florek, a roll call vote was as follows:

Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

abstain


Mr. Krieg

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes


Mayor Cioppettini
yes

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 1-2009 by title AN ORDINANCE FOR ACCEPTING THE RIGHT OF WAY KNOWN AS 127 MOUNTAINSIDE ROAD ON BLOCK 116, PART OF LOT 44 and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved and Mr. Schrier seconded.  Upon motion duly made and seconded the Public Hearing on the ordinance was opened.  With no one from the public wishing to be heard, the Public Hearing was closed.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption.  Ordinance 1-2009 is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 2-2009 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER XXI “ZONING REGULATIONS” OF THE LAND USE ORDINANCE AND CONCERNING THE INTENSITY OF USE FOR PROPERTY DEVOTED TO FARM PURPOSES and called for a motion to table this ordinance to the future with no assigned date.  Mr. Krieg so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Phelan asked for a clarification from the attorney.  Mr. Schrier asked Mayor Cioppettini to explain why he asked for this ordinance to be tabled.  Mayor Cioppettini said that the ordinance has been sent to the Planning Board for comment and Mr. Falcon is taking it up with the Morris County Agricultural Board for any comments prior to adoption. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor of tabling Ordinance 2-2009 to the future with no assigned date.  
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 3-2009  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $260,500 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $218,975 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF and called for a motion to open the Public Hearing on this ordinance. Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and the Public Hearing was opened.  
Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road, came forward.  She asked Mr. Mountain if it is true that this ordinance was being done to put the money aside so it would be available if needed.  Mr. Mountain said this is appropriating the funds so that when the costs come up they are available to be expended against.  Ms. Berlin asked specifically about Section 3 – the major repair of Ralston Engine #3.  She asked the age of the vehicle.  Mr. Mountain said he believes it is in the 15 to 18 year range.  This is a repair of an existing vehicle.  Ms. Berlin asked how long the fire engines list.  Mr. Mountain said that the Township vehicles have been running from 20 to 25 years.  Ms. Berlin asked if that was within the law – a school bus for example could not be used that long.  Mr. Mountain said that there are no specific restrictions.  There are rules of thumb and the Township tries to stay within them. 

Ms. Berlin further asked on section d – Preliminary Planning Expenses for Acquisition of Open Space – specifically what acquisition of open space.  Mr. Mountain said they are soft costs, surveys, appraisals – specifically associated with the Bartenstein property, which is funded from the County as well as from the Township Open Space Trust, and the Pitney Property.  It also includes costs for environmental expenses associated with the Pitney closing.  Ms. Berlin asked about the Bartenstein property.  Mr. Mountain said it is property off of Tempe Wick Road.  The Township received a grant from the County in the amount of $1.5 million and $1 million from the County MUA.  We are going in with a partnership to acquire it and we are putting in $500,000 from our Open Space Trust.  It is land adjacent to Lewis Morris Park and Jockey Hollow.  Ms. Berlin asked if it was part of the 22 acre parcel that she read about in the paper.  Mr. Mountain said no, it’s not 22 acres, it is 100 acres.  
Mr. Phelan noted that the total cost of the property is $3.8 million and for 100 acres the cost to the Township is 100 acres.  Mr. Mountain said it is predominately a County acquisition in which Mendham is a minor partner.  Mr. Phelan further noted that for $500,000 the Township is acquiring 100 acres of property bordering Lewis Morris Park and Jockey Hollow National Park.
With no one else to be heard, Mayor Cioppettini closed the Public Hearing on Ordinance 3-2009.  Upon a call of the roll, Ordinance 3-2009 was adopted unanimously.  Ordinance 3-2009 is appended to the official minutes. 
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 4-2009 by title AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE SEWER SERVICE CHARGES FOR THE MENDHAM WEST WATER POLLUTION CONTROL SYSTEM and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded. Upon motion duly made and seconded the Public Hearing on this ordinance was opened. Mr. Phelan asked if all interested parties had been notified on this ordinance.  Mr. Mountain said that all of the residents were noticed, the homeowners association was notified and there was a public information meeting on February 4, 2009, with no residents in attendance.  With no one present to be heard, Mayor Cioppettini called for a roll call vote.  All members voted in favor and Ordinance 4-2009 was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Krieg, the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting was opened.  

Mr. Louis Jaffe, 334 Mendham Road West, was present to ask that the Township provide a fence or barrier at the Ralston Cider Mill to screen his property from the parking area at the Cider Mill.  He said he spoke with Mr. Nadaskay prior to the parking lot being put in and he was assured that there would be some such barrier.  He is concerned that now that the parking area is in, nothing is in place.  The Governing Body agreed look in to his request and see what can be done.

Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road, came forward with questions about the reports that were handed out at the special Public Information Meeting about the Pitney Property and Municipal Complex.  She asked for the date of the report that was labeled “draft”.  Mr. Mountain said that it was 1996.  About the report done by Banisch Associates, Ms. Berlin asked how Banisch Associates was chosen for the work.  Mr. Mountain said that this was awarded as a Professional Service – quotes were received and reviewed from planning firms.  Banisch Associates was believed to have the best price and quality of work.  Ms. Berlin asked the names of the other companies considered.  Mr. Mountain said he would provide them for her.  Ms. Berlin had a specific question on page six of the report.  At the bottom of page six it talks about the availability of properties and it says, under Availability, “The current municipal complex is owned by the Township and Alcott Manor on Route 510 is available for purchase.  The Pitney family has expressed interest in an acquisition /partial donation/partial development approach.”  Ms. Berlin said that she is assuming with the $4 million price that there was no donation.  Mr. Mountain said that was correct.  Ms. Berlin asked what made Mr. Banish think that some of it would be donated.  Mayor Cioppettini said that the Pitney Family may have donated part of the property in exchange for a higher density development of the property – the Township might get part of the property if the Zoning was changed to allow them to develop the property to a higher use.  Mayor Cioppettini said the Township did not accept that.  
Ms. Berlin asked if the Township has a date in mind for the next informational meeting on the Pitney Property.  Mayor Cioppettini said there is no specific date set because the comments from the last meeting are still being reviewed.  Mr. Phelan noted that he abstained from voting on the minutes of that meeting because he has still not had a chance to go through that correspondence.  
Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street, Brookside, asked about the merging of the police departments.  Ms. Zimmerman said she would like to suggest and recommend that in the contract with the new police chief that something be included that if the department was combined with another department in any way that he or she would be willing to accept a subordinate role. 

Sam Fairchild, 7 Cherry Lane, said he would like to continue on the discussion of the police departments.  He said he knows that various members of the Committee have engaged in discussion with various members of the Borough Council, over some period of time, on separate occasions.  He asked if, in any of those discussions, the Borough proffered an offer to the Township to act as the contract outsourcer of police services for the Township.  

Ms. Florek said not during her tenure.  Mayor Cioppettini said not to his knowledge.  Mr. Fairchild asked if that was to anyone’s knowledge on the dais, since it may have pre-dated the Mayor joining the council.  Ms. Florek re-stated that during her two years as Mayor, the Borough did not.  Mr. Fairchild said that was never proffered?  He asked the same of Mr. Mountain.  Mr. Mountain said there was never any formal offer.  Mr. Fairchild said he did not ask if there was a formal offer, he asked if they proffered.  Mr. Mountain continued that there were a lot of things that were kicked around in the newspaper, but nothing that came to the Township formally.  Mr. Fairchild said he is not worried about the newspaper, and is not worried about formal offers, he’s asking did the Township receive strong interest on the part of the Borough to offer contract services for police.

Mr. Phelan said he would like to comment.  He said there is more than one meeting with the Borough.  2004 is the most popular one because it is the one used by the local newspaper, the Observer Tribune, with commentary that they received from various members of the Mendham Borough board, especially the mayor, Mr. Henry.  He said he was involved in the 2004 negotiations, and was also involved in two prior negotiations, for a total of three attempts.  With each of those attempts a majority of the Mendham Township Committee went forward and requested that this be taken into serious consideration.  
Services discussions were on both ends.  During the discussions they talked about, not only consolidation, but also sharing of facilities, and of Mendham Township providing the services – or as the paper stated, Mendham Borough saying they would provide the service to the Township.  So the offer was both ways.  The Committee wanted to determine what made the best sense, because the Township is 18 square surrounding a community far less than 18 square miles and the demographics of that would have a factor.  So, it was bantered.  All those discussion points were on the table – they never leave the table until such time as you go one by one and consider them.  Unfortunately, the three attempts made by the Township Committee, the Borough walked out of the meeting, and that was unfortunate.  Mr. Phelan said that if you look at the archives of the 2004 newspaper articles – which he recently did with probably the Star Ledger and the Daily Record – he thinks it’s important for the public to realize that they were attempting to do what seems to be the most logical thing to do.  In fact, he said, when the Township was proposing a police facility at a property other than this property, on Mt. Pleasant Road, this room was filled.  For many reasons it was chosen not to put the police facilities there.  The important part is that the residents said they would stand up to fight for what makes sense.  They said they would go to Mendham Borough and convince them they were making a mistake.  It takes two to negotiate.  Mr. Phelan said he knows Neil Henry very well and he attempted to reach out to him on several occasions asking him to reconsider.  The facility choice would not work – one report by Mr. Peter Braun showed that there would be savings in consolidation, but the facility at Mendham Borough was not large enough to accommodate the vehicles involved, and the footprint of the building is inadequate.  There is a utility company substation and to the rear is the office complex.  Councilman Jerry Dolan was motivating from the Borough’s part – if the Township could consider a shared building, it might be possible to get the Township to pay for part of it.  The motivating factor that they could have a building that the Township would contribute to the cost did not mean anything to them.  Mr. Phelan said he is not too sure what the mindset is.  In looking at the Council, and when they are up for re-election, unfortunately they are going to be there for several more years.  Until such time that the Township can find a way to penetrate – they believe that the only time the Township wants something it’s because it benefits the Township, not the Borough.  That 2004 meeting, the Mayor at the time was influenced by the audience – packed by police officers, the chief, family members, a wife of one of the members of the Town Council worked for the police department – he voted no.  There was a big thing about that.  Mr. Phelan said that he knows Mr. Fairchild’s heart is where the heart of the Township Committee is.  He said we are here to open up a discussion amongst the residents – asking what they think is the best thing to do.  The Governing Body has been studying it for six years and while they are in a position to make the decision themselves, that is not what they want to do.  They want everyone to come to every single meeting and raise the questions that they have.  And the Governing Body will share what happens.

Mr. Fairchild stated further that he knows that there has been a discussion among members of the Township Committee associated with the adequacy of municipal infrastructure.  He said he assumes that the issues associated with the police force and its infrastructure is one of the major drivers of that discussion, perhaps the major driver.  He said that given the potential impact of the decision to correct that with a potentially significant construction undertaking to solve the infrastructure issue, he wonders what is the nature of the benefit cost analysis that would accompany an analysis of that infrastructure, the various options associated with trying to correct that deficiency.  He asked if there is a benefit cost analysis that could be scrutinized by the public associated with municipal deficiencies.  He said there are many people in this public who happen to have a great deal of experience in doing benefit cost analysis associated with public and private investments.  He said those people could potentially add to the Governing Body’s thinking and knowledge associated with this if they had a chance to look very carefully at the detail of the benefit cost analysis associated with the municipal infrastructure deficiency and, importantly, what the impact of a perceived deficiency, with respect to the police situation, has on that overall deficiency.  Is that available?
Mayor Cioppettini said he believes that the Township has not done one, and they will take that into consideration.  Mr. Fairchild said that for most public investment decisions, at every level of government he has ever seen, and he has seen at least four, all the way up to international, it is a requirement before making a decision to go forward.  He said he hopes that they Governing Body could complete such a detailed benefit cost analysis and allow it to be aired for public comment before taking any consideration.  Mayor Cioppettini said they will take that into consideration also.  Mr. Fairchild had one further comment.  He said that he knows that the law in the State of New Jersey does not necessarily require that a capital expenditure decision, that’s made by a Township Committee, be put toward a public referendum.  However, there is a potential decision that the Township Committee may or may not be considering in the future that could be a substantial one at a time of dire economic crisis, both in the Township, the State, the nation, and the globe.  He said it is possible in the course of discussion that the Township Committee would reach a decision to move forward with the capital program and clearly the law would not require them to reach out to the pubic in formal way, asking their views, the same way the law require it for any such decision associated with school budgets and school capital programs.  He said he would hope that this Township Committee would carefully consider the appropriateness of reaching out to the citizens, much in the same way that the Township Committee has reached out on a number of other unrequired votes for referendum where you needed the political support of a public referendum to move forward with your agenda n the past.  Using that same kind of framework of decision making I would hope that this Township Committee would move forward with a public referendum should you reach a conclusion to make any capital expenditure associated with correcting the municipal infrastructure deficiency that’s above, say $1million.  He said he knows there have been speeches given about this, saying that it will never happen.  He said he is here tonight to underscore the importance of reconsidering that position.  He said he hopes that they will find it appropriate that should any capital decision associated with correcting municipal infrastructure in the near term, perhaps associated with Pitney or perhaps associated with something else, that you find it appropriate to put that before the Township residents in the same way that school boards are putting forth such capital decisions before the same residents.  
Mayor Cioppettini said they will take that into consideration and he reminded Mr. Fairchild that every November the residents have a voice in a referendum.  Mr. Fairchild said that actually every November a minority of this Committee is up for re-election, so that is no true.  

Ms. Florek said the point of Mr. Fairchild’s question, which is well taken, goes to the fiscal responsiveness of the Township Committee.  She said she would like to point out that, unlike the schools, this Body over the past 20 years has taken only 4 municipal tax increases.  She said that that is the record that this Town stands on and will continue to stand on and she believes the residents trust them with that record.  So that while they will take his points into consideration, she wants to point this out.  Mr. Fairchild responded that failure to return a surplus on an annual basis, to the taxpayer, in the form of a tax cut the following year is precisely the same as a tax increase.  He said it is his understanding, which is difficult to define, because it isn’t clearly in the public record, that the money appropriated for the Emergency Services Building was money that was surplussed and increased over a period of years, when that money could have been returned at the end of every year to the Township taxpayers in the form of a tax reduction.  So, according to his definition of a tax increase, and as is known, he served in President Reagan’s Office of Management and Budget, so he knows a little bit about that definition, failure to return a tax surplus for the purposes of  building up a capital expenditure is the same as a tax increase. 

Mr. Phelan thanked Mr. Fairchild for his comments and said there are a lot of unknowns.  Data points of knowledge, based upon what it is that the Township handed out may seem large, when in reality there are still a lot of unknowns.  There are three things that are being evaluated.  He said this goes beyond the Township Committee and he hopes that every time there is a meeting there are 50 or 100 people attending to represent their interests.  There is going to be a cost associated with this, totally unknown, with the exception of one date point of knowledge, taxpayers are not going to be paying for a Library.  The Township has gone on recording saying that if a new Library is to be built it will be built based upon donations.  That can be removed from the equation in terms of cost of an infrastructure that the residents would like to see improved.  Some will say no, some will say yes and there will be a forum for that discussion when it comes to the Library.  But the cost of a building for a Library, wherever it might be, is not going to cost the taxpayers a dime.  The second part is the municipal facility itself, being in fact, tax office, administrative office, the clerk, inspector’s office.  If you’re the type of person that wants to think outside of the box and take a look at the needs assessment of those tasks, you ask do you need a $3 million building to accommodate it.  The answer is no.  Do you need a $2 million building to accommodate it?  There answer is no.  One scenario might be that every single building that exists on the Pitney property will be a building that will be used by a municipal function that will not require a building to be built.  In other words, the Township Administrator will be in the main house.  The facilities of the building inspector might be in one of the sub houses.  There is no reason that you have to have a facility where everything is contained in one building as long as it’s within relatively short distances.  It’s a scenario that hasn’t gone through its complete analysis.  But the municipal function may not cost us a lot of money, the one that will, possibly – I’m eliminating two out of the three – the one that might cost us money, depending upon what we do with it, is the police.  He said he is taking the three scenarios and reducing them to possibly one.  There will be dollars involved but not $2 million.  The building that we are in cannot be torn down because it’s in a Historic District – not a historic building, but nevertheless it can’t be torn down.  It can be gutted on the interior – which is not going to be a $5, $ 4, $3 million dollar investment.  Until there is a decision of what goes where and then a look at the architectural viewpoint and the cost analysis to do it, we will then have the data you would like relative to the benefit analysis.  We’re months and months away from that, but it will be done.
Marion Koste, Ironia Road, came forward to stat that she is a thirty year member of the community.  She said she tries to attend the meetings and is happy to see so many people tonight.  She said she is not a political person, but she is concerned about her community.  She said that this Township Committee has done a very good job of managing her money.  She said she likes to see money set aside for when large expenditures might come along.  She also said that from what she has heard in the past this Committee is very thorough and very open.  She said she appreciates all the efforts going into this municipal discussion and hopes that the audience will continue to participate.  She said they will find that the Governing Body is usually very open with residents.  By coming to the meetings she hasn’t had any real surprises and she appreciates the efforts that are being made.  She said she prefers that the Township save a little bit for when a large expenditure comes up rather than come to her and ask for a lot of money at one time.  
Mayor Cioppettini thanked Mrs. Koste and said that Mrs. Koste attends the budget hearings which are open to the public for comment.

With no one else to be heard, Mayor Cioppettini closed this portion of the meeting upon a motion by Mr. Phelan and second of Ms. Florek.
NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 5-2009 by title AUTHORIZING INCREASE IN COST OF LIVING PERCENTAGE/MUNICIPAL BUDGET and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Krieg so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  .  
Mr. Mountain said that this ordinance is done every year since the most recent cap law was put in place.  It gives the Township the flexibility to increase the cap to the level of 3.5%.  He said that the Township Committee has, in most years, not gone to that level.  It is not a requirement, it provides flexibility through ordinance. Mr. Schrier noted that the County of Morris does the same thing and has the ability to increase, by resolution, the stipulated cap.  Given the reduction in State aid it’s getting harder and harder to meet the cap. With the imposition of increased costs, last year particularly with fuel costs, and this year, as in past years, with health benefits and other costs that far exceed the cap limits, this is an important consideration for the Township Committee to have at hand. It’s another tool.  

Upon a call of the roll Ordinance 5-2009 was adopted unanimously on introduction and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 6-2009 by title, ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY DESIGNATED AS LOT 41 IN BLOCK 145.04 ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM FROM DRAKEWICK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION AND GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT FOR UTILITY PURPOSES UPON PUBLIC LANDS AND TO PERMIT THE CONSTRUCTION OF A WATERLINE WITHIN A TOWNSHIP EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC SAFETY PURPOSES and called for a motion to adopt on introduction.  Mr. Schrier so moved and Mr. Krieg seconded.  

Mr. Mountain said that this ordinance is the result of a year’s work.  The Drakewick Homeowners Association voted unanimously to approve this dedication which is a strip or property that runs between the sewer plant and the Drakewick homeowners.  With this dedication the Township will be able to authorize through KHovnanian funds for a water line to service Governor’s Estates property for firefighting purposes.  
There was no further discussion and upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption. Ordinance 6-2009 was adopted on introduction and is appended to the official minutes.
Prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  With no one desiring to do so, Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt Consent Agenda Resolutions 2009-35 through 2009-38.  Ms. Florek so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded and the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-35
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

2009-36
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM AND GREENVIEW MENDHAM, INC.

2009-37
AUTHORIZING INCREASE IN MENDHAM MUNICIPAL COURT CHANGE FUND 

2009-38
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Resolutions 2009-35 through 2009-38 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Mountain asked the Governing Body for direction and authorization on proceeding with Cit-i-Net for the Municipal website.  Mr. Schrier said he was impressed with the presentation and read through the proposal carefully.  He said he spoke with other government entities that have websites and looked into what they do with respect to their websites and he said that this proposal was well-received.  He said he is very comfortable with moving forward.  Ms. Florek asked if six to eight weeks from purchase order to being up and running was a realistic estimate.  Mr. Mountain said that yes that is what he believes.  The Governing Body agreed to go proceed with Cit-I-Net.

Mayor Cioppettini said that the Mendham Township Fire Vehicle sub-committee has met, but the Fire Company would like to fine tune some of its responses to the proposed questions and come back at a later date.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain reported that the Emergency Services Building is in its final stages and things are in schedule for a 6 week time frame for a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no Correspondence.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

There was no Legislative Report.

 HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to open the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded and Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.
Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street.  Mrs. Zimmerman asked about topics that can be discussed in closed session, specifically the proposal that she made concerning the contract for the police chief.  Mr. Krieg said that the Township is limited by the law as established by the State of New Jersey.  In a contract situation like that there is seniority to be taken into consideration, so the Township’s hands are tied.  She said this is exactly what she wants to know – she wants to hear the discussion – whether it can or can’t work.  Mr. Schrier said that what Mrs. Zimmerman is asking can be discussed in open session, but when the Governing Body gets into contract negotiations that must, under the law, be allowed to be discussed in closed session because some things you do not want to reveal or it will spoil the negotiation ability.  Mr. Phelan said that the police chief that the Township hires might be the senior person and become the chief of the consolidated department, much as the consolidation of schools.  There are a number of superintendents that exist and there would be discussion in those contracts as to what would happen under consolidation.  Ms. Florek said that the current K-8 superintendent was told that in case of consolidation there would be an equal playing field and he said he would take his chances.

Mayor Cioppettini said that this would have to be brought up with the Township’s attorney who is negotiating the contract.  The Township must also see if there is anything in the union contract that would prevent something like that going in, and also discussing with the Township Administrator who is the lead on that.  Taking it under consideration will be taking it to our labor counsel and Mr. Mountain.  

With no one further to be heard Mr. Krieg moved that the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting be closed.  Ms. Florek seconded and this portion of the meeting was closed.

At 8:35 p.m. Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn to closed session. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to closed session.
At 8:52 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session.

Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Mr. Schrier, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m.

 





Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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