MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

FEBRUARY 7, 2011

Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Krieg

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present 



Mr. Tolley

Present




Mayor Cioppettini
Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2011; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2011.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting. 

Noreen Staples, 10 Woodland Road
Mrs. Staples requested that the new Committees and members be posted on the website which helps create transparency and prevent cronyism. She also asked that there be no conflict with a spouse on committees.

Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

On behalf of the Fire Department Mr. Staples reminded the public that it is their responsibility to dig out hydrants and make sure they are clear. In case of an emergency this is an important issue. Mr. Krieg asked if the Township had regulations to preclude the people who plow privately from putting snow on the hydrants. Mr. Mountain said he will look into it.  When asked about cisterns, Mr. Staples said that they too should be cleared of snow. There is a red H in the road in front of the hydrant or cistern location.
Mr. Staples then spoke as an individual and said it is important to educate the public on the process by which Mr. Schrier’s seat will be filled. He said he understands that the Republican Committee will be nominating a number of people and the Township Committee will make a decision. He believes it is important that the public know who the candidates are.

Mr. Staples also commented on the CBS presentation last week and complimented the Township Committee for its stand in adopting a resolution in support of a referendum. He also asked the Township Committee to use its political influence with neighboring towns and legislators to move this issue forward and make changes.

With no one else to be heard Mayor Cioppettini closed this portion of the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Cioppettini moved to table approval of the minutes to the February 22, 2011 meeting. Mr. Tolley seconded. Mr. Krieg abstained from the vote. All remaining members voted in favor.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Cioppettini announced that the federal census numbers have been issued and the Mendham Township population has increased. Due to this increase the Township is entitled to a 2nd representative on the regional high school board. He said under Discussion he will ask his colleagues to enforces this as soon as possible as it is in the best interest of the Township to have fair representation. Mayor Cioppettini said he believes this change is to take place immediately.

Mayor Cioppettini announced that the Mendes event will take place on February 26 at the Brookside Community Club. Tickets can be purchased from Mr. Mountain, from Pete in the post office and at the Wicker Basket. 
Mayor Cioppettini asked residents to sign up on the website for e-mail notifications of information. The Township is trying to communicate information as soon as possible and be paperless, which is a benefit to everyone.

Mayor Cioppettini announced that NJ American Water customers affected by the pipes may have very large water bills. They can contact the water company as there are some issues and there may have been overcharging. If that is not satisfactory, please call Mr. Mountain.

Mr. Krieg said he received e-mails and had conversations with residents commending the Public Works Department for a fine job done during the storms of the previous weeks. Mrs. Thomas suggested that Mr. Krieg forward any e-mails to DPW to share with the department.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Administration Committee

Mayor Cioppettini reported that the Administration Committee has met 3 times. It considered the possibility of combining the Planning and Zoning Boards, but has determined that this may not be a wise course of action. The Township wants to involve more volunteers and combining the boards would reduce the number of volunteers. In addition, in combining the boards, the Zoning Board would come under the Planning Board and more members would have to be trained to understand the work. There is also no significant cost savings. The recommendation to the Township Committee is to leave those Boards separate. Now the Committee will study the vacancies.
The Administration Committee also will be considering and making recommendations on ordinances and the Employee handbook, which are not in sync.

Finance Committee

Mr. Tolley reported that the Finance Committee has been meeting frequently, most Saturdays of the month and before Township Committee meetings. Mr. Tolley said the meeting will be on the Township calendar on the website as the Township Committee is trying to make sure that residents have an easy resource calendar. The budget process is going well. All meetings are being filmed so if someone can’t attend, they can watch. CD’s will also be available in the Library shortly.

Fire Committee

Mr. Krieg had nothing to report

First Aid Committee

With no chair at this time, there was nothing to report. 

Police Committee

Mrs. Thomas reported that there have been interviews to fill the vacant Lieutenant position. After extensive testing a decision has been made and the appointment will be made at the February 22 meeting. There have been no further meetings concerning contract negotiations.

Public Works

Mrs. Thomas said that DPW has been very busy with all the snow and doing a great job. She announced new resident members to the Committee – Frank Vigilante and Rick Blood. Mrs. Thomas said there is another gentleman to be contacted and there is room for more volunteers. She said the Public Works Committee will be going out with Dave Read to see the work that needs to be done on roads and buildings. They can then come back to the Finance Committee with a supportive suggestion on the budget. 
LIAISON REPORTS

Board of Education K-8

Mayor Cioppettini said he attended the last meeting in January and he is part of their Strategic Planning Committee. The committee is looking for information from the public. Anyone interested in being on the committee should contact Superintendent Harrison. He said he spoke privately with the Board and asked them to attempt to bring their budget in with no increase to residents.
West Morris Regional High School District
Mr. Krieg said he would like to get the census results verified. Mendham will be getting a second member which will change the balance to 5 votes in the Mendhams and Chesters and 4 votes in Washington Township. This gives the Township a better opportunity to have an influence on the Board. 
Board of Health

Mr. Krieg said members are needed and asked anyone interested in serving to contact the Township Committee.

Environmental Commission and Historic Preservation Commission 

No reports.

Library

Mr. Tolley said the Library Board has expanded its activities for the youth in the Township. 
The Board has started fundraising again and he encouraged everyone to make a donation to the Library. There does not appear to be a merger with the Borough in the near future. 

Mendham TV

Mrs. Thomas reported that the Mendes will be held on February 26. Tickets can be purchased in various places. 

Open Space

There was no report but Mayor Cioppettini said that according to Township ordinance a member of the Township Committee is to be on the Open Space Committee, not just a liaison. That correction will be done soon.

Recreation

Mrs. Thomas had nothing to report because all of the Recreation Commission meetings had to be canceled. 

Tree Protection

Mr. Krieg had no report

Wildlife Management

Mr. Krieg had nothing to report. He said hunting seasons is almost over. Mr. Tolley said the heavy snows precluded hunting. 

Mayor Cioppettini said there was to be a quarterly report from the CFO but he is ill and was unable to attend. This is tabled to February 22.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no Old Business.
NEW BUSINESS

Resolutions

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-37 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. Mr. Krieg asked if the bills had been reviewed and approved by the Finance Committee. Mrs. Thomas said she had some questions that Mr. Mountain is looking into but she is satisfied with all. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-38 ESTABLISHING 2011 OFFICE HOURS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. Mayor Cioppettini said that beginning March 1 both Town Hall and the Violations Bureau will be open from 8am to 5pm normal business days. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-39 APPOINTING TOWNSHIP ENGINEER AND AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH PAUL FERRIERO OF FERRIERO ENGINEERINIG, INC., FOR THE YEAR 2011 by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mayor Cioppettini asked if this is to be a one or three year appointment. Mr. Mills said the ordinance provides for a one year appointment but he believes it is incorrect and inaccurately framed. His legal opinion is that pursuant to Title 40 it shall be for three years. Mayor Cioppettini said in the best interests of the residents the Township interviewed for a new Engineer and chose Ferriero based upon reputation and cost.  This resolution was adopted by the following roll call vote:

Mr. Krieg

abstain


Mrs. Thomas

yes


Mr. Tolley

yes


Mayor Cioppettini
yes

This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-40 URGING THE NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR TO REVIEW, AMEND AND ADOPT REMEDIAL LEGISLATION TO CORRECT THE INEQUITIES IMPOSED UPON SOME MUNICIPALITIES IN REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A.18A:13-23 (APPORTIONMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS) by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes. Mr. Cioppettini asked that this resolution be sent to the four governing bodies of the towns that participate in the West Morris Regional District.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-41 APPROVING ISSUANCE OF SOCIAL AFFAIR PERMIT 

MENDHAM LITTLE LEAGUE by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded.  Mr. Krieg asked what the event is. Mrs. Carlson said they are holding a fund raiser at the Community Club on March 5. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-42 APPROVING RAFFLE LICENSE BROOKSIDE ENGINE COMPANY #1by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Krieg so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. This is for a 50/50 raffle for the Mendes and Brookside is obtaining the license on behalf of Mendham TV. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. 
This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-43 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC Matters pertaining to: 
Personnel – DPW Position, Acting Supt. DPW
            Litigation – Tilcon V. Mendham Township et al

Potential Property Acquisition – Ferentelli/Sale-Purchase

Contracts/Personnel – Municipal Attorney

                                     Labor Attorney

                                     Planning Board Attorney

by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.


DISCUSSION

Mayor Cioppettini said he believes Mendham Township by law is entitled to a second representative on the West Morris Mendham Regional High School Board. Once census figures are released the Superintendent of County school boards must inform the participating municipalities that reapportionment must be done due to the new population. He said the Committee should send a letter to Dr. Serafino demanding that the new representation take place immediately so the Town can elect two representatives to the Board at the election in April. This will allow sufficient time to anyone interested in running for a seat to do so. Mr. Krieg said he will send an e-mail to the Administrator from West Morris Regional High School on this matter and stating that the Township expects this to be in place immediately. When asked, Mr. Mills said that the new representative would have to stand for election in April. Notifying Dr. Serafino of the new position with respect to representation is the right thing to do. He recommended calling for a motion to send a letter to Dr. Serafino. Mr. Krieg moved to send the letter; Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mrs. Thomas said she is concerned about the time involved and would like to see this happen right away. By voice vote all members voted in favor. 
Mr. Tolley stated in light of Mr. Schrier’s retirement from the Township Committee he believes it is appropriate to pass a resolution recognizing Mr. Schrier’s years of service. The Committee asked that a resolution be prepared for the next meeting and Mr. Schrier be invited. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Mayor Cioppettini opened this portion of the meeting.

Rob Strobel, 2 Stoney Hill Road
Mr. Strobel commended the Township Committee for moving quickly on filling the opening for a resident on the West Morris Regional School Board. He said he believes the deadline is March 8.

With no one else to be heard Mayor Cioppettini closed this portion of the meeting.
The Governing Body adjourned to closed session at 8:11 pm.

The Governing Body returned to open session at 8:29 pm. 
Upon returning to open session Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2011-44 RESCINDING RESOLUTION 2010-170 AND ASSIGNING ACTING SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Krieg seconded. Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Mr. Tolley the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 






Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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