 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 27, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek

Mr. Phelan (arrived at 7:18 pm)
Mr. Krieg

Mr. Schrier

Mayor Cioppettini



  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009 and January 22, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009 and January 22, 2009.

Brian Borri of Cit-e-Net was in attendance to give a short presentation on the website services his company  provides.  He said that it is a full service web development company and that Mendham Township already uses his service for residents to make tax payments online. He said his company is totally dedicated to state and local government services.  He charges a one time fee and then an annual subscription fee that includes hosting of the website, daily back-ups and a refreshing of the graphical look every third year.  The domain and content are owned by the Township and Cit-e-Net does not sell or use it for any other purposes.  Mr. Krieg asked if other municipalities in Morris County used his services and Mr. Borri said that he does provide website services throughout Morris County.  Mr. Schrier asked about bonding and whether the company is liable for mistakes or problems that could cause a taxpayer to fail to make payments.  Mr. Borri said that he carries an errors and omissions insurance policy.  Mr. Schrier asked what would happen if the Township decided not to renew the subscription to his services.  Mr. Borri said that typically he would ask for thirty days notice and during that time the site is left up so that the Township can move the contents to another site – if more time is needed he will accommodate the Township.  He wants to have a good working proposal.  Ms. Florek asked what impact there would be on the Township if  his server were breached since the website is run on his server.  Mr. Borri said that everything is in a secure server environment and is encrypted so it is nearly impossible to breach.  Ms. Florek asked Mr. Mountain who would be taking on the additional responsibility for the website.  Mr. Mountain said that in the past the Township has used a high school student to do graphical as well as content work.  Now there will be someone in each department to do week to week maintenance.  Ms. Florek asked if Mr. Mountain saw any additions to the staff.  Mr. Mountain said no, that the current website needs more maintenance that the proposed site. Mr. Krieg asked what towns Cit-e-Net had that it lost.  Mr. Borri said that they lost Denville because there was a change of administration and the new Mayor took over responsibility for the website.  Mr. Phelan asked for information on where to go to get a sense of what the site could look like.  Mr. Borri said to go to 

www.cit-e.net  for sample portfolio of client websites.  Mr. Phelan asked where the server resides.  Mr. Borri said that it is in Whippany and Little Falls.  Mr. Phelan asked what would happen if the server were to go down on a week-end.  Mr. Borri said that there is an automatic back-up system that cuts over to a second server and staff is available seven days a week.  Mr. Borri said that it would take approximately four to five weeks to have the website up and running.  The Governing Body decided to consider the information and consider further at a meeting in the future. 
APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular and Executive Session minutes of January 12, 2009.  Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved unanimously.  
OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Cioppettini said that he would like to ask Mr. Mountain  to work with Mrs. Sandman from the Borough to look for a collaborative person to seek grants for both the Township and the Borough.  
Mr. Phelan said that after the fire companies’ presentation at the meeting on September 23, 2008, a list of questions was sent to them, but to date no response has been received.  He hoped that Chief Johnson would have information for the Township Committee at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Mountain said that he has not received anything and he believed that they were going to try to set up a meeting with the Mayor and Mr. Betz prior to coming back to the Governing Body.  This has not yet happened.  Mr. Tolley, the president of Brookside Engine Company #1, was present in the audience.  He said that he believed they would have something at the February 9, 2009, meeting. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

With no one present to be heard and upon motions duly made and seconded, the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting was opened and closed by Mayor Cioppettini. 
NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Cioppettini introduced Sam Tolley, President of Brookside Engine Company #1, who presented a new member of the fire company, Richard J. Brusco,  for recognition by the Township Committee.  The Governing Body congratulated Mr. Brusco and thanked him for his service to the Township.
Mayor Cioppettini recognized a new member of the Mendham Township First Aid Squad, Leslie Dunlevy, who was unable to be present.  The Governing Body congratulated Ms. Dunlevy and thanked her for her service to the Township. 
Patricia Zimmerman presented the Emergency Services Building site plan to the Township Committee for approval.  Mrs. Zimmerman thanked Dana Emerson who donated her time to help with the plan.  Ms. Zimmerman said that the plan was designed by Maser and approved by the NJ Department of Environmental Protection.  Mrs. Zimmerman said that all the trees along the river are required by DEP.  Some of the plants are existing.  the Ladies Auxiliary has donated a small fountain.  There are benches around the fountain and they and the electricity and water supply are the responsibility of the fire department.  The fire department is providing a flagpole with appropriate lighting.  A fence to block view from West Main Street into the parking lot shows on the plan along with a gate, but the gate can be put in later if the Township desires.  Mr. Phelan said that the Emergency Services organizations should provide input on the gate.  Mayor Cioppettini said the Township should wait on the gate.  Mr. Mountain said that the entire plan is within the budget that was provided for landscaping in the original ordinance.  Ms. Florek said that she met with the landscaping committee and irrigation is now off the table.  There is a lighting plan where conduit is to be run to the island on the plan where at some future point there may or may not be lighting.  Mayor Cioppettini said the conduit would be put in when the existing firehouse is demolished. The Governing Body members thanked Mrs. Zimmerman.  Mr. Schrier made a motion that the proposal be accepted with the exception of the gate.  The Governing Body accepted the landscaping proposal.

A copy of Mrs. Zimmerman’s remarks is attached to the official minutes.  
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 1-2009 by title, AN ORDINANCE FOR ACCEPTING THE RIGHT OF WAY KNOWN AS 127 MOUNTAINSIDE ROAD ON BLOCK 116, PART OF LOT 44, and called for a motion to adopt on introduction.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded.  

Mr. Falcon noted that this Right of Way was required by the Planning Board. The applicant filed with the County Clerk’s office before the Township accepted the Right of Way, so it is being done after the fact.  
There was no further discussion and upon a call of the roll, all members voted in favor of adoption.   Ordinance 2-1008 was adopted on introduction and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 2-2009 by title, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER XXI “ZONING REGULATIONS” OF THE LAND USE ORDINANCE AND CONCERNING THE INTENSITY OF USE FOR PROPERTY DEVOTED TO FARM PURPOSES, and called for a motion to adopt on introduction.  Mr. Phelan so moved and Mr. Schrier seconded.  

Mr. Schrier said that this ordinance was discussed at length and he is satisfied that this is consistent with what was discussed.  Mr. Falcon worked in conjunction with Mr. Koenig to write an ordinance that includes all the elements that the Township Committee discussed, including adding a table of animal units.  
There was no further discussion on this ordinance and upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption.  Ordinance 2-2008 was adopted on introduction and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 3-2009 by title, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOIUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $260,600 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $219,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Krieg so moved and Ms. Florek seconded.

Mr. Mountain said that this ordinance is for items that the Township recognizes will have to be taken care of during the early part of the year, whereas the majority of the capital expenditures are done in April or May.  Mr. Phelan noted that although the funds are appropriated they are not necessarily spent immediately.  Mr. Mountain said that is correct.  Mr. Mountain recommended that the Township Committee approve this ordinance. 
There was no further discussion and upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption. Ordinance 3-2009 was adopted on introduction and is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Cioppettini read Ordinance 4-2009 by title, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE SEWER SERVICE CHARGES FOR THE MENDHAM WEST WATER POLLUTION CONTROL SYSTEM, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved and Ms. Florek seconded.

Mr. Mountain noted that this is the first rate increase for the Mendham West service area.  Mr. Phelan asked if the residents were aware of the rate increase set out in this ordinance.  Mr. Mountain said that a letter is going out from the Mayor to the residents served by Mendham West inviting them to a public information meeting on the rate increase.  Mr. Phelan asked that Mr. Mountain also notify the homeowners associations that are involved.  Mr. Krieg asked if it is anticipated that this rate will hold for a number of years.  Mr. Mountain said that unless there is an unforeseen jump in the costs in the 4th year, he believes the rate will hold.  
There was no further discussion and upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption.  Ordinance 4-2009 was adopted on introduction and is appended to the official minutes.
Prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  Mr. Schrier asked that Resolutions 2009-31 and 2009-32 be removed.   Mayor Cioppettini then called for a motion to adopt Consent Agenda Resolutions 2009-30 and 2009-33 through 2009-34.   Mr. Phelan so moved,  Mr. Schrier seconded and  the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-30
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

2009-33
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSIONWITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

2009-34
APPOINTING PART TIME EMPLOYEE TO THE MUNICIPAL COURT

Resolutions 2009-30 and 2009-33 through 2009-34 are appended to the official minutes.

Resolutions 2009-31 and 2009-32 were voted upon separately as follows:

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 200090-31 by title SUPPORTING PARTICIPATION IN THE 2009-2010 PARIS GRANTS PROGRAM WITH THE COUNTY OF MORRIS and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Krieg so moved and Mr. Phelan seconded. 
Mr. Schrier said that he asked for this resolution to be voted on separately as he is a member of the Morris County Freeholder Board and he feels that it is inappropriate for him to weigh in on this since Morris County is the entity that we will be leveraging our funds with for this PARIS Grant project.  He went on to say that he believes it is a wonderful program and he is thrilled that the Township is participating.  

A roll call vote on Resolution 2009-31 was as follows:

	INTRODUCED
	SECONDED
	COMMITTEE
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	
	
	FLOREK
	x
	
	
	

	
	x
	PHELAN
	x
	
	
	

	x
	
	KRIEG
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	SCHRIER
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	CIOPPETTINI
	x
	
	
	


Resolution 2009-31 was adopted and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-32 by title AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CONSENT DECREE FOR THE SETTLEMENT WITH GOVERNMENT PLAINTIFFS IN THE CONSOLIDATED ACTIONS ENTITLED UNITED STATES OF AMERICA V. BECKMAN COULTER, ET ALS. AND NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, V. AMERICAN THERMOPLASTICS CORP., ET ALS.  and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved and Mr. Krieg seconded.  
Mr. Schrier asked for an explanation of this resolution.  Mr. Mountain explained that this resolution authorizes the Township to enter into a settlement agreement on the Combe Fill landfill in Chester.  Municipalities in Morris County utilized this site as a dump for solid waste and for fifteen years the municipalities involved and the NJ DEP have been in litigation over clean up.  The Township’s portion of the settlement is covered by insurance and there are no out of pocket costs, showing good insurance representation by the JIF.  Mr. Krieg noted that the Township Committee’s predecessors did a good job with insurance coverage.

Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor of adoption.  Resolution 2009-32 was adopted and is appended to the official minutes.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain gave an update on the progress at the Emergency Services Building. He said that Richard Rose is back on the project and  is aggressively addressing the open items.  The Verizon work is done so the alarm, elevator testing and testing on the fire suppression system can be closed out. Work on a final recommendation for the epoxy floor is preceding and should be ready within the week. Mr. Phelan asked if all the leveling issues are complete so floor covering can be installed.  Mr. Mountain said that there are some small areas to be completed, but broad areas are completed to the satisfaction of the architect.  Mr. Phelan said that it is important to recognize the importance of the second floor.  It is used for training as well as emergency evacuation housing in the event if an emergency.  Those uses coupled with the administrative office are a critical use that most people do not recognize. He added that many of the costs for this have been taken on by emergency services for the social aspects of the building. 

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no Correspondence.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

There was no Legislative Report; however Mr. Cioppettini stated that the Township will be having a special informative meeting on the status of infrastructure projects.  The meeting will be on Thursday, January 29, 2009, at 4:00 p.m.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to open the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  Mr. Schrier so moved and Mr. Phelan seconded.

Mari Beth Thomas, 6 West Main Street, asked for information on the ordinances that were introduced.  Mr. Schrier told her that copies are always available to interested parties in the Township Clerk’s office.  She asked for information on the Paris Grant resolution.  Mrs. Carlson explained that this is a State grant providing funds for records management in the Township.  The Township is leveraging its share of the grant monies with the County of Morris.  Susan Pinto is the Grants Manager at the County and she is managing this project for all the municipalities who have chosen to participate.

Mrs. Thomas said that she is in agreement with the landscape plan that was presented but she is not happy with the road that was put in.  Mr. Phelan said that it is actually a driveway and it was endorsed by the Fire Company.  

Diane Tolley, Woodland Road, asked about the special meeting that was scheduled for January 29 and what type of action might be taken.  Mr. Phelan said that it is not the purpose of the meeting to take any action, but if subcommittees were formed, that could be an action that would be taken.  He said that over the years there have been many studies done and the discussion will be how, as a community, we can solve the issues that the Township is facing with regard to emergency services, police, municipal facilities and the library.

Mr. Schrier acknowledged two boy scouts in the audience.  

With no one further to be heard Mr. Krieg moved that the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting be closed.  Mr. Phelan seconded and this portion of the meeting was closed.

At 8:50 p.m. Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn to closed session. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned to closed session.
At 9:53 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session.

Upon motion of Mr. Krieg and second of Ms. Florek, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting at 9:53 p.m.

 





Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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