MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

January 26, 2010
Mayor Krieg called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini
Ms. Florek
Mr. Phelan 
Mayor Krieg


  Absent:

Mr. Schrier



  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Krieg led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Krieg read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 6, 2010; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 6, 2010.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Krieg called for a motion to approve the minutes of the Reorganization meeting of January 4, 2010. Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  All members voted to approve. 

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Krieg announced the second reading and public hearing of 
Ordinance 1-2010 and announced that in order for the full Township Committee to have an opportunity to vote on this ordinance the vote is being postponed to the meeting of February 8, 2010.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A PUMPER FIRE TRUCK AND A COPIER/PRINTER/SCANNER FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $662,000 THEREFOR, INCLUDING $252,000 REAPPROPRIATED PROCEEDS OF OBLIGATIONS NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $390,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF 

Public Hearing

Russ McCabe, 16 Carriage Hill Drive

Mr. McCabe noted that truck maintenance has increased dramatically over the last few years.  He said there is no point in putting additional funds into unreliable vehicles.  He believes that an analysis shows that another truck will have to be purchased in the near future and asked the Township Committee to formulate a plan.
With no one further to be heard the Public Hearing on this ordinance was closed.  Mayor Krieg asked for a motion to adjourn the vote to the next meeting.  Mr. Cioppettini so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  All present voted in favor.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-26 REQUIRING FINANCIAL INFORMATION FROM ORGANIZATIONS REQUESTING MUNICIPAL FUNDING by title.  Mayor Krieg said that none of the organizations are fighting this idea but they are concerned with the expense,  which is estimated at  $10,000 per Fire Company; 5,000 for the First Aid Squad whose members noted that that unless a charitable organization brings in over $250,000 (which they do not) in annual income the state requires only form 990; $5,000 for the Library.   When asked, Mr. Mountain said that the donations to the organizations are $40,000 to Fire Companies, $25,000 to First Aid and the Library $194,000.  

Mr. Cioppettini moved to adopt this resolution. Ms. Florek seconded the motion.  

Mr. Cioppettini said that the Township is dealing with taxpayer money and he would like to know that the money is going to organizations that conduct full audits for the protection of their members and officers as well as for the protection of taxpayers. He said he believes that before money is doled out the Township should have proper financial information.  He believes this will not put that much of a financial burden on the organizations a CPA is found that is willing to do the audits at a reasonable cost.  
Ms. Florek said that her prime reason for doing an audit would be if it was necessary for grant eligibility. She said that was not the case since the Fire Company secured $180,000 two years ago.  The financials being submitted are fine.  Contributions to these organizations are down significantly and this is not the time to impose an additional expense.  Ms. Florek said she is glad the Library wants an audit but it  is treated differently because of its operational costs; it has employees.  She said she would reconsider when the economy turns around or if it impedes the ability to get grants.
Mr. Phelan said he believes this is an unnecessary expense.  The Emergency Services have not been under this restriction for the past 30 or 40 years and they have been filing all necessary State and Federal forms required as charitable organizations.  These are volunteers and there is nothing unethical going on. The Township controls costs and spending quite well;  taxes because of the schools. He said the Emergency Services and Library should be given a break and this should not be pursued.

Mayor Krieg confirmed with Mr. Mountain that the Fire Departments provide an accounting of expenditures at the end of the year. The First Aid Squad and the Library provide the same thing.  There is no question that funds are being spent where they have requested them. 
Mr. Cioppettini said that this audit is not for what is being taken in.  990’s are public forms that can be found online.  He recommends that audits be done every 3 years as a measure to protect members of the Fire Companies, the Officers of the organizations and taxpayers

Mr. Phelan said the people managing the monies for the organizations have to be protected as individuals and they do provide the Township with an audit of what they have spent for the dollars the Township has given them.  

The roll call vote on this resolution was as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini
yes


Ms. Florek

no


Mr. Phelan

no


Mr. Schrier

absent


Mayor Krieg

no

Resolution 2010-26 was not adopted.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Meg Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Ms. Berlin reported that she and members of TAG requested funding from the Borough for theTown Hall Meeting.  The Borough said they would publicize it in their newsletter, on their website, send at least one Council Member and notice the meeting so that all of them could legally attend.  
Ms. Berlin said TAG is not asking for money from the Township and asked for a resolution in support of the program.  She asked that  the Township make Mr. Mason aware that it supports the meeting.  Mayor Krieg said he spoke with Mayor Henry on this and the Township will agree to what the Borough has agreed to.  He said that he feels it is not good policy for the Township to pass a resolution supporting a political group.  Mayor Krieg stated again that he personally would agree to support the same things Mayor Henry is supporting; sending a representative and publicizing the meeting. Co-sponsoring it would not be appropriate.  He asked the rest of the Township Committee for comment.
Mr. Cioppettini questioned Mayor Krieg’s remarks and Mayor Krieg re-emphasized the inappropriateness of  co-sponsoring a meeting with a political action group. Ms. Berlin said TAG is not a political action group; it is a group of concerned citizens who want to see what’s going on.  Mayor Krieg said if TAG wants to go ahead with the meeting he is all for it and he will attend.  He personally does not think it should be sanctioned by Mendham Township as it is not being sanctioned by Mendham Borough.
Ms. Berlin said that she received an e-mail from the consultant saying that he would have to withdraw since the Township was unlikely to offer affirmative support.  Mr. Krieg said he has not spoken with the consultant and has no knowledge of Mr. Mason’s decision.  He said again that, after speaking with Mayor Henry, it is his personal opinion that the Township should follow in the footsteps of the Borough.

Mr. Cioppettini noted that he and Mr. Phelan demonstrated their support for this as an educational opportunity. He does not see it as a political issue.  He will attend. 
Ms. Berlin noted that in past meetings Mr. Phelan supported this and Ms. Florek supported it but felt the money should go directly to the consultant.  

Ms. Florek said that her understanding of this meeting is that it is to explain to residents what shared services are.  Ms. Florek said that Linda Murphy is an outstanding resource who has already put meetings on shared services together at the State level.  Ms. Florek also noted that the Township is in the process of applying for a grant for a shared services study with Randolph and hopefully the Borough.  The consultant that TAG would like to have speak at its meeting would be an ideal candidate to work with the Township on that grant and working with TAG might disqualify him from working for the Township.  Ms. Florek noted that what TAG is doing is a general services overview and a lot of people do know about shared services.  The Township already does a lot of shared services; Courts, Health services and is is about to share animal control services. Ms. Florek said she would take a different approach and that is why she’s not supporting it.
Ms. Berlin expressed concerns that there is a conflict of interest with Mrs. Murphy who  works for the County since Mr. Schrier also works for the County. Ms. Berlin said further that if TAG paid Mr. Mason he would be working for TAG and not the Township.  Ms. Berlin expressed her sorrow and disappointment that the Township Committee could not work with TAG to support the knowledge of citizens without an agenda; simply an overview.
Ms. Florek said that the services Mrs. Murphy provides are not influenced by the County; the County is looking for every opportunity, at the County level and down to the municipalities, for shared services. Ms. Florek said there are multiple organizations in the County looking for shared services and she does not understand why the Township would not want to take advantage of and participate in that.
Ms. Berlin said that the issue is that the Township does not want to support something TAG has done.

Mr. Krieg said he is not saying “TAG.” He is saying a political group and TAG is political.  TAG has certain agendas and he believes that is not appropriate.  He said he told Mayor Henry the Township would take the same action as the Borough.  He said he has meetings scheduled once a month with Mayor Henry and the Administrators of the two towns to work on things of this nature. He said that Mayor Henry commented that we have two of the best administrators in the County that know more of shared services than anyone else in the County would know and asked why we would want to go to another group.

Ms. Berlin said TAG is not disputing that; this was to be a public forum where the public can benefit by education.  

Mayor Krieg noted that Ms. Berlin said TAG would proceed with or without the Township’s support.  He said he believes TAG should proceed with this.  If Mr. Mason will not participate possibly there is someone else who will. Ms. Berlin said that is possible; but with all the work that has gone into this and given the public support until tonight she is disappointed.  Mr. Krieg noted that he did not publicly support it.
Rob Strobel, 2 Stoney Hill Road

Mr. Strobel said he feels the Township is missing an opportunity to help the citizens. He said he does not see why there is resistance and asked that Mr. Mountain be authorized to write a letter of support to Mr. Mason.  

Ms. Florek and Mayor Krieg both said they have no problem supporting Linda Murphy to come in to do this.  Mr. Cioppettini commented that he thought this had been turned down during closed session discussions. Mayor Krieg and Ms. Florek both said that neither of them said no to Ms. Murphy.  

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt said he believes it would be great to have more than one person in.  He said it would be great for the Township Committee to have an expert that they support and to support the work of TAG who is trying to bring in an expert.
Mr. Phelan said there is no doubt that education has validity and as elected officials he and the other members know more about shared services because they deal with the subject on a daily basis. He said that while the Committee continues to be disappointed by the resistance of Mendham Borough,  the members continue to look for shared services as is being done now with Randolph.  He said he feels the Borough would be a better fit for shared services.  Mr. Phelan noted that Mayor Krieg has said the Township supports the educational process and he does not understand why a resolution has to follow.  The Borough did not pass a resolution and the Township is doing the same thing that the Borough has agreed to. He said further that he does not understand why the consultant needs a resolution in order to attend.  He said he continues to support that a meeting should be held but insistence on a resolution is  bothersome.
Ken Cameron, 29A West Main Street

Mr. Cameron thanked the Township for helping him with the ice problem at his property.  

Mr. Cameron said he did not attend the meeting at the Borough but knows that they supported the concept.  TAG did not ask the Borough for a resolution since TAG members are not members of the Borough.  The consultant feels he needs to have something formal from the Borough, Township or both.  Mr. Cameron asked, even if a resolution could not be passed, that the Township state its support and contact Mr. Mason to tell him so. Mr. Cameron said that Linda Murphy is a great idea and that might be a follow-up session.  She would be welcome at the meeting with the consultant.  TAG is not saying exclude her, but they went with the expert because they thought it was a great idea.
Mayor Krieg said he would reach out to Mayor Henry to discuss these ideas.  He said he wants both communities to be involved.  

Ms. Florek suggested that the Mayor call the consultant and find out why he needs a resolution.  Possibly something could be structured that includes Mrs. Murphy.  There will more than likely be a second meeting because there will be interesting information received in the first meeting.  Mrs. Murphy can pick it up by herself in the second meeting.

Mr. Cioppettini said that after a conversation with Mr. Mountain he understood that if the Township Committee gave Mr. Mason direction he would be at the meeting. Mr. Mountain said that he contacted Mr. Mason to make sure he knew that the purchase order he had requested was on standby until there was authorization to proceed.  Mr. Mason said if the Township Committee were to authorize it he would be willing to proceed with TAG but it would have to be with the consent of the Governing Bodies behind it.  Mr. Mountain said that it is Mr. Mason’s longstanding practice not to interact with a group that is not a municipal entity.  It is not  something he developed for this situation.  He prefers to work in direct contractual relationships with municipal entities.

Mr. Cioppettini asked that a vote be taken on this and that it is up to the Township Committee whether they want to support TAG and approve Mr. Mason. Mayor Krieg said he would like to first speak with Mayor Henry and that it would be more meaningful if both communities came together.  Mr. Cioppettini said this does not have to be strictly between the Borough and the Township.  This is a learning process and we are shutting it out.  He sees it as not wanting to move forward when there is no downside to any of this. TAG is spending the money. He said he would like to move forward with it.
Peter Staples, 10 Woodland Road

Mr. Staples said there are many people interested in hearing about shared services.  TAG has made it dependent on the Township Committee’s consent and “We the People” can do this without Township or Borough consent.   He said that he thinks that, from informal discussions with people in the Borough, there is some feeling among the Borough Council that the Township has tried to force things on them in the past and there is a great deal of reluctance on their part.  It is good that the Borough and Township be on equal ground.  If this gets sufficient groundswell the Governing Bodies will have no choice but to go with it.  He said he has never seen any resistance from the Committee to move forward with shared services.  If there is enough of a groundswell of “We the People” in the Borough the Borough Council will be forced to act.   Mr. Staples said he is disappointed that Mr. Mason will not come and talk to “We the People”; that he must wait input from the Town government.  Mr. Staples said that Mr. Mason’s fees are being paid and questioned whether he afraid to work with groups other than governments.  Mr. Staples said maybe he is not the right person; someone to work with “We as a Community” is who is needed. If TAG does not want to go forward without Town government approval, he thinks a group can be found to move forward and find experts and people willing to come talk to people on an equal basis.  He said a resolution is being requested that will agree to things that have not yet been heard.  That is an incomprehensible stand to take.  He said he would not support agreeing to anything before hearing what it is.
Mayor Krieg said he does not want this to look, to the Borough or anyone, like we are trying to force something on them.    Ms. Florek noted that after the last meeting she spoke with Mayor Henry and his first reaction was that, had the Township moved forward to approve this, the Borough Council would have taken that as very antagonistic and he was pleased that the Township had not done that.  

Dennis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan said he attended the Borough meeting with TAG and everyone needs to look at what really counts – how experts derive their livelihood.  They must rely on marketing themselves to get a job and Mr. Mason is looking to make sure he is not alienating potential clients.  Part of his interest is to see that neither the Township nor Borough will be antagonized by him presenting facts to residents.  The Borough Council had concerns that paying for Mason’s services might be a conflict of interest and preclude hiring him in the future. That is why TAG has agreed to pay the fee.  Mr. Deegan suggested that the Township pass a resolution stating that anyone with appropriate credentials would be welcomed to come in to do a presentation at an open forum.  

Russ Mc Cabe, 16 Carriage Hill Drive

Mr. Mc Cabe suggested that authorization be given to Mayor Krieg speak with Mayor Henry and a joint statement be made about shared services and educating the communities.  Mayor Krieg said that is his intent.

Cecelia Donato, Ironia Road

Ms. Donato asked that the Governing Body reconsider the resolution requiring audits.  She noted that having investigated grants one of the things that is asked for is audited financials.  Mayor Krieg said these are private corporations, not municipal corporations receiving very limited municipal funding.  He noted that Ms. Florek mentioned that we have received a number of grants without having an audit done as long as the appropriate forms are filed with the State.

Bob Wouk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wouk noted that the Township Committee would be discussing the road consultant and emphasized the importance of moving it forward.  He said he understands that things take time, but the consultant has not even been approved.  Mayor Krieg said that the figure submitted by the consultant was high and the Governing Body asked Mr. Mountain to negotiate the amount.  
Sam Barsa, 20 Confer Drive

Mr. Barsa said that it is important to have a cost benefit analysis go out to all residents of the Township and Borough to show how much will be saved by consolidating police services.  Mayor Krieg said that the Borough opted not to go forward with a such a study and the Township is now investigating other opportunities. Mr. Barsa noted that the logical move is Mendham Borough and maybe pressure could be applied from the State. He feels we should still approach the Borough.  Mayor Krieg said he is trying to continue the hard work of former mayors Cioppettini and Florek to move forward with the Borough.  

With no one else to be heard the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting was closed.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-27 AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE MORRIS CHAPTER (MC ARP) FOR THE YEAR 2010 by title and asked Mr. Mountain for an explanation.  Mr. Mountain said this is authorizing funds to participate in the Morris County adaptive recreation program – it is a good shared service to provide recreational services for individuals with disabilities. Ms. Florek moved to adopt this resolution; Mr. Cioppettini seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked if any residents use the program.  Mr. Mountain said yes, and it is marketed to the residents. 

Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor and this resolution was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.

 CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Cioppettini asked that Resolution 2010-28 be removed from the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Florek had a question on Resolution 2010-29

2010-28 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS


2010-29
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT PRESENCE OF PUBLIC




Matters Pertaining to:

Contracts:

Special Consultant – Road Evaluation


EI Associates

Emergency Dispatch





Interlocal Agreement Proposals – Randolph Twp.

Personnel

Appointments – Boards & Commissions

Emergency Services Bldg. Project Review Committee

Litigation

Mendham Knolls

Tilcon

Newmark

Wells Fargo v. Mazoh

Stony Hill Road

Mr. Cioppettini said that he had not received the bill list to be attached to 2010-28 and would not vote on it until he could review the bills.  He asked that he be given sufficient time each meeting to review bills prior to voting.  Mr. Mountain gave the bill list to Mr. Cioppettini and the vote on this resolution was postponed pursuant to his review.  

Ms. Florek asked that Resolution 2010-29 be amended to remove discussion of Appointments to Board & Commissions until such time as all members are present.  Mr. Phelan moved to adopt Resolution 2010-29 as amended; Ms. Florek seconded.  All present voted in favor and this resolution was adopted.  It is appended to the official minutes.

DISCUSSION
Mayor Krieg asked members of the Township Committee for comments on the draft Mission Scope directive on the Emergency Services Building project. 

Mr. Cioppettini chose to hold his comments.

Ms. Florek said that once the committee is formed it should take the outline and flush it out. Then come back to the Township Committee with a fully flushed out document.  At that point, and after the Township receives the go ahead from the Attorney, it would begin its work.

Mr. Phelan noted that he provided his comments and included them in the directive.  

Mayor Krieg agreed with Ms. Florek’s comments.  He said he would ask Mr. Cioppettini and Mr. Schrier to forward any further comments to him before the next meeting.  

Mr. Phelan noted that the formation of the committee will be held until the Attorney gives the Township the go ahead for an assessment.  Mayor Krieg said we can select the members and give them a copy of the mission statement so we can move forward at that time.
Mayor Krieg said the Township Committee had received a request for a waiver of tax penalty from a resident who was involved in a tax appeal case.  The appeal was resolved so late in the year that it was impossible for the resident to pay the full amount by the end of the year.  By law a 6% penalty is imposed on any amount over $10,000. Mr. Cioppettini said he spoke with the taxpayer and it appears there are mitigating circumstances. He said he would like to meet with the assessor prior to deciding.  Ms. Florek asked Mr. Mountain if the details in the letter from the homeowner were correct.  Mr. Mountain said he spoke to the assessor and he believes the facts are correct.  He said that this was a complicated matter that resulted in a penalty due to the timing of the decision from the County.  He encouraged the Committee to speak with the tax assessor if they would like further details.  

Mayor Krieg said the homeowner was clear that the assessor acted properly but timing was the problem.  He is willing to pay the interest due and is just asking for a waiver of the penalty. Mr. Phelan said he had no issues with the waiver.  Mayor Krieg recommended waiving the penalty.

Mayor Cioppettini moved to adopt Resolution 2010-30 AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TAX PENALTY 23 TINGLEY ROAD; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS

Mr. Mountain reported that the new Township website will be launched on February 1.  It is in transition and some elements of the site will be built after it is launched, but all of the main features will be up.  Mr. Phelan asked how things would be posted.  Mr. Mountain said that staff has been trained to do posting and this can be opened up to members of the various committees.  

Mr. Mountain announced that budget workshop meetings will begin in February.
CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Cioppettini reported on a law to abolish COAH introduced by Senator Lesniak. He said that would be a welcome move but he would like to contact our local representatives for their view. 

Mr. Cioppettini also said he was happy to hear Governor Christie’s remarks on the Highlands, saying he is opposed to the Highlands and hopes that there will be more information so we know what to do.  

Mr. Cioppettini commented that there is an invitation to the Morris County League luncheon on February 17. 

Mayor Krieg applauded Senator Lesniak, who is a Democrat from South Jersey. He noted that there are 2 parts to the legislation.  One reintroduces the buy out ability to inner cities which was eliminated by Senator Roberts and the second is that the COAH obligation will be what it was and then 20% of new construction going forward. He asked Mr. Falcon if this is correct.

Mr. Falcon said that it is more complex.  The key question is that the bill forgives municipalities their past on unmet obligations.  It abolishes COAH.  There still exists the judicial imprimatur which began this – the Mt. Laurel cases which say that it is the obligation of every municipality to contribute towards low and moderate housing.  
Mayor Krieg said that all of this is extremely positive and he will reach out to Senator Lesniak.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

There were no further legislative comments.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Krieg opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.

Bob Wouk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wouk commented that he is happy that the new website will be starting.  He asked if there is a consensus policy as to what will be posted. Mr. Phelan said that has not been formulated but there will be a discussion with Mr. Mountain concerning this.

Mr. Wouk commented that it is strange that the budget process is just beginning.  Mr. Mountain noted that the State of NJ operates differently from other states and although municipalities can start deliberations at any time, the timeframe for which the formal document is introduced is set by statutory guidelines.  The process itself has been in place since mid October and we are now entering the public part.  Mr. Wouk said he suggests that the process be moved up and steps can be taken now to have the budget ready to go.  Mr. Mountain said policy decisions can be made at any time and the Committee has done that.  
Mr. Mountain said that we are now in a temporary budget function where initiatives are carried over to continue operation; no new initiatives are being launched.  Any decisions to change current initiatives can be done even now.  If the Committee sees something that they feel has a budgetary impact it can be done at any time.  But because we have to wait on annual financial statements to have certain numbers certified, the rollout is hard to produce anytime before the last week in January. 

Mr. Phelan noted that while there is no formal budget, planning is still needed to prevent abnormal expenses prior to the formal adoption. The Finance Committee, in concert with Department Heads, carefully monitor the dollars being spent.  There are some guidelines in place to manage the process.

Sam Tolley, Woodland Road

Mr. Tolley noted that he has the same concerns as Mr. Wouk.  He believes there should be an ongoing process and the CFO should know within reason what’s going on. He believes hearings should be convenient for the public.  He also commented on the deficiencies of the public address system.

Ken Cameron, Main Street, Brookside

Mr. Cameron asked if the budget was open to the public and asked if monthly expenditures are open to the public.  He suggested that this information be available on the website.    
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road
Mr. Merritt commented that he is happy that the Committee is moving forward with the project review committee and asked to see a copy of the draft mission statement. Mr. Merritt suggested that the Committee look at the documents on the TAG website when making decisions about what to include on the Township website.

Pat Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mrs. Zimmerman suggested that a finance expert be put on the project review committee and said she had other suggestions but would put them in writing.

Pat Hayden, 8 Carroll Drive

Ms. Hayden commented on a Star Ledger article on an organization called Government Efficiency Movement and asked about Township participation. Mr. Cioppettini said the Township did respond and Mr. Mountain said he and members of the Township committee attended workshops in the previous week.  Mr. Mountain said it is an interesting initiative that will lead to positive discussion.  He said he offered to participate in future subcommittees.  The group is attempting to catalog communities that need shared services and communities that can give services.  Mr. Mountain said that questions in the survey were not always easy to respond to and the group will be sending it out again now that they have met with the towns.  Linda Murphy is involved in this as well as many elected officials in Morris County. 

Ms. Hayden noted that  the survey looks as if Mendham is not interested in some things. Mr. Mountain said that is due in part to how the questions were formulated.  Ms. Hayden noted that the presentation on the group’s website showed that Mendham Township has excess capacity in the areas of a new library and new police department. She asked if this is already being done since it appears that Mendham has excess space it is willing to share.  Mr. Mountain responded that the question asked was what areas the municipality is exploring from a new initiative standpoint and those are areas the Township has been exploring.  It was not saying the Township is building them.  Ms. Hayden expressed her desire that the Township would continue participation with this group since she characterized it as a political organization.

With no one else to be heard Mayor Krieg closed this portion of the meeting.

Mr. Krieg noted that the County Prosecutor had a meeting had a meeting with different municipal representatives and police departments.  Chief Crawford attended.  It was about an initiative to take data bases from different towns and centralize the information. They can target problem areas.  Mayor Krieg thanked the prosecutor for this idea.

At this time Mr. Cioppettini had reviewed the bill list.  He questioned payment to Appraisal Systems.  Mr. Mountain said that the Tax Assessor had approved payment.  
Mr. Cioppettini asked Mayor Krieg to invite the Tax Assessor to a meeting to discuss the reassessment.  

Mr. Phelan moved to adopt Resolution 2010-28 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS.  Ms. Florek seconded.  Upon a roll call vote all members present voted in favor.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

At 9:23 p.m. the Governing Body adjourned to closed session on motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mr. Phelan.

The Governing Body returned to open session at 10:25 pm.  
At this time Mr. Cioppettini moved to adopt Resolution 2010-31 AUTHORIZING HIRING OF ROAD CONSULTANT.  Mr. Phelan seconded.  Upon a call of the roll all members present voted in favor.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mr. Phelan the meeting was adjourned at 10:27 p.m.







Respectfully submitted, 







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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