 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 12, 2009
Mayor Cioppettini called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Ms. Florek

Mr. Phelan

Mr. Krieg

Mr. Schrier

Mayor Cioppettini



  Also Present:
Christopher Falcon, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Cioppettini led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Cioppettini read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2009; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 5, 2009.

APROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to approve the Regular and Executive Session minutes of December 16, 2008.  Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved by a majority of the members present, with Mr. Schrier abstaining.  Mayor Cioppettini further called for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2, 2009, Reorganization Meeting.  Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved unanimously.  
OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Upon motion duly made and seconded, Mayor Cioppettini opened the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting. 

Anastasio Konidaris, 6 Ballantine Road, came forward to ask for an update on the purchase of the Pitney property.  Mr. Mountain said that while the contract has been signed, the sale will be finalized upon completion of environmental work at the site.  He also said that there will be a public meeting sometime in January that will have more information for interested residents.  Mr. Konidaris also asked what plans the Township has for the property.  Mr. Phelan said that there are many different things that can be put on the site – possibly a library or municipal offices.  Mr. Cioppettini said that the Township Committee is aware that anything that is done should not have a negative impact on the neighborhood.  
NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Cioppettini recognized two new members of the Mendham Township First Aid Squad, Lisa Bartkowiak and Jennifer Bartkowiak.

Mayor Cioppettini asked if anyone wished to pull a resolution out of the consent agenda.  With no one so wish, Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt Consent Agenda Resolutions 2009-17 through 2009-27.   Mr. Phelan so moved,  Mr. Schrier seconded and  the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-17
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

2009-18
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,000.00
2009-19
AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE MORRIS CHAPTER (McARP) FOR THE YEAR 2009

2009-20
AWARD OF CONTRACT RALSTON FIELD WALKING PATH


2009-21
AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF TAXES

BLOCK 128 LOT 4.01,  6 EAST MAIN STREET

BROOKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH

IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,408.70



2009-22
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS

2009-23
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AMENDMENT TO GREEN ACRES PROJECT AGREEMENT



2009-24
APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

2009-25
AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE




BOND – BROOKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH

2009-26
AUTHORIZING REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND  - LAWRENCE FARMLAND L.L.C.

PHASES I, II, & III
2009-27
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Resolutions 2009-17 through 2009-27 are appended to the official minutes.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/OPEN ITEMS
Mr. Mountain gave an update on the progress at the Emergency Services Building.  With respect to previous concerns about the septic tank, it was found that a pipe leading in to the tank had not been sealed.  It has no been sealed, the tank emptied and is being monitored for further water coming in.  

The first floor bay concrete work is complete – in the main bay and first aid bay.  Epoxy options are being reviewed. Inspections are scheduled for the septic by the Board of Health, and with the sprinkler contractor.  

The landscape committee is organizing a meeting in the next two weeks and will be ready for further remarks at the next meeting.  

Mr. Mountain reported on the proposed increase in Mendham West sewer utility rates, saying it is approximately a $50.00 annual increase and there will be a public information meeting for the residents prior to the public hearing process.

Mr. Phelan asked for an update on Knollwood Trail.  Mr. Mountain said the project is approximately 30-40% complete and the Township Engineer has advised that he is happy with the work.

Mr. Mountain mentioned a memo that he had distributed to the Governing Body concerning proposals for website management.  Mr. Cioppettini asked that the Committee be given time to review the proposals and the recommended vendor be asked to attend the next meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Cioppettini reported that he would be attending the 175th annual Mayor’s Legislative Day.
Mr. Schrier spoke of troubling letter dated December 31, 2008, received from Christine Marion, Assistant Planning Director of the Morris County Department of Planning, Development and Technology, saying that it demonstrates the conflict between DEP and the Highlands concerning nitrate dilution in the planning Area.  He said that he opposed the very strict nitrate dilution that one side wanted to impose because the planning area is supposed to be voluntary.  To impose this onto the planning area seemed to negate the idea of voluntary.  He said he was successful in that it is not in the regional master plan.  Now DEP suggests that they are going to impose a hybrid nitrate dilution model on non-conforming municipalities and they will have the option of using the hybrid nitration dilution model or the actual Highlands Nitrate Dilution Model.   Mr. Schrier said this is a distressing turn of events and he did not expect DEP to do this so quickly and blatantly.  He asked Mr. Mountain to alert the Township Committee when anything of this nature comes along.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Mayor Cioppettini said he is opposed to  Assembly Bill A2784, which will require the Township Clerk to post vacancies in Boards and Commissions, and that he spoke to Assemblyman Carroll about his opposition.    Mr. Schrier said he, too, is opposed to anything that adds to the burden of the Township and changes a program that is not flawed.  
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to open the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting.  Mr. Schrier so moved and Mr. Phelan seconded.

Patricia Zimmerman, West Main Street, spoke of a letter that Board of Adjustment applicant received which, as a condition, requires the applicant to notify the Highlands Council prior to the start of any approved work.  She said she will give the Governing Body a copy for review. 

Mrs. Zimmerman further asked if the meeting scheduled to discuss the Pitney property would also include a discussion of plans for the current municipal building site.  Mr. Phelan answered that the meeting is to discuss issues associated with the library, police department and municipal functions.  

Mrs. Zimmerman questioned whether anything could be done about the noise that’s generated from the generator running.  Mr. Cioppettini said it should be looked in to, but Mr. Phelan said he does not want to share hope with the residents that this can be remedied.  Mr. Mountain said that the length of time that the generator ran was very unusual because it was running in connection with it having to be re-established from the street.  

With no one further to be heard Mr. Krieg moved that the Hearing Persons Present portion of the meeting be closed.  Mr. Schrier seconded and this portion of the meeting was closed.

At 8:08 p.m. Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn to closed session. Upon motion of Mr. Phelan and second of Mr. Schrier, the meeting was adjourned to closed session.
At 9:48 p.m. the Governing Body returned to open session.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-28 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES BUILDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $23,489.57 and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded.  A roll call vote was as follows:



Ms. Florek

Yes



Mr. Phelan

No



Mr. Krieg

Yes



Mr. Schrier

No



Mayor Cioppettini
Yes

Resolution 2009-28 was adopted by majority vote and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-29 AWARD OF CONTRACT

PROFESSIONIAL SERVICES PK ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & ENGINEERING PITNEY FARM PHASE II ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded.  All present voted in favor and Resolution 2009-29 was adopted and is appended to the official minutes.
Upon motion of Ms. Florek and second of Mr. Krieg, Mayor Cioppettini adjourned the meeting at 9:51 p.m.
 





Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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