                                              MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 9, 2012
Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini

Present





Mr. Merkt

Present



Mr. Strobel

Present



Mrs. Thomas

Present



Mayor Tolley

Present


   Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney





Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mayor Tolley led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.
Mayor Tolley read Resolution 2012-17 APPOINTING SCOTT W. WEAVER PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICER by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Township Attorney John Mills administered the Oath of Office to Officer Weaver. Officer Weaver’s sister held the Bible during the oath.

DISCUSSION

Mayor Tolley announced that this Discussion portion of the meeting would be held for the Committee members to give updates on their committees, and any other information they would like to share.

Mr. Merkt reported that the Finance Committee has a number of meetings scheduled and there will then be meetings with the entire Township Committee. The Committee hopes to build on the success of 2011, recognizing that the Township still faces a number of financial challenges.

Mrs. Thomas reported that the Mendham TV Committee has had a busy year. There is no set amount for cable funding at this time. The by-laws have been revised, new equipment has been purchased and there is new programming. Mike Monaghan from the borough is the new chairman of the Committee.

Mayor Tolley presented the list of Township Committee liaisons. A copy of this list is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Tolley said that he would like to contact the high school and inquire about student involvement on Township Committees and Boards. Currently the emergency services benefit from young adults volunteering and he believes that there is value to have them participate in other Township activities. The Governing Body members agreed and Mr. Cioppettini said that as liaison he will see if students can get involved.
Mayor Tolley spoke of the interlocal agreements that the Township entered into during the 1980’s for mutual aid. He asked Mr. Mountain to look into those agreements to make sure they are still in order.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Tolley opened this portion of the meeting.
Bob Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street

Mr. Zimmerman congratulated the new Township Committee and said this is the Best Township Committee he has seen in a decade.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Lane

Mr. Merritt announced that he is now the President of TAG. Pat Hayden did a great job during her tenure and he thanked her for that. He said he will do his best to speak for the members with the same level of respect and cordiality. He said TAG’s signature accomplishment is the videotaping and broadcast of Township Committee meetings but they have come to the end of their financial capabilities. He expressed his hope that the Township Committee would decide to provide financial support for processing of the videotapes for broadcast. 

With no one else to be heard this portion of the meeting was closed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Cioppettini announced that the Public Forum on School Funding would be held on January 12, 2012 at 7:30 pm at the Mendham Township Elementary School.

Mr. Merkt said that the Township hopes to come to closure with the cable services provider that provides funding. He concurs wholeheartedly with Mr. Merritt on TAG’s work and believes that it improves communication with the community. 

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Tolley read Resolution 2012-5 ADOPTING POLICY OF NON-DISCRIMINATION PURSUANT TO AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICY by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. Mr. Cioppettini said he believes this is a redundant resolution since all these items included are already in place. He believes it is not necessary. Mr. Mountain said it has been done every year since he began. Township ordinances and personnel policy are referenced in the resolution. Mr. Mills will look into this and report back to the Committee. Mr. Strobel withdrew his second of the resolution and Mrs. Thomas withdrew her motion. 

Mr. Tolley said he would like  to reinstate the Open Items list for items such as this that people feel are important and don’t’ want to forget. 

Mayor Tolley read Resolution 2012-7 DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES FOR TOWNSHIP FUNDS 

AND AUTHORIZING SIGNATURES ON TOWNSHIP CHECKS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mrs. Thomas asked if the Township could still do business if this resolution was not passed. Mr. Mills said it needs to be done. Mr. Mountain said this resolution gives the Township the flexibility to utilize any of the banks in the resolution during the year. It also authorizes signatories on checks. Mrs. Thomas said she had asked about an RFP for banks in the prior year. Mr. Mountain said if it is to be done correctly all the accounts have to be consolidated to make the Township marketable. Mr. Day is in the process of doing that now as well as getting ready for the budget process.  He recommended doing this in the spring. The Governing Body agreed to address this in that time frame. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTIONS

Mayor Tolley read RESOLUTION 2012-11 AUTHORZING PAYMENT OF BILLS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded.  Mrs. Thomas noted that a payment of $1,047,000 was being paid to Mendham Township schools. A payment to the Regional High School is being made in the amount of $904,000. Mr. Cioppettini asked about payments listed on page 5. Mr. Mountain said those are escrow payments that come directly out of escrow funds. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members present voted to adopt.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Tolley read RESOLUTION 2012-12 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 

AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A.40A:4-19 by title. Mr. Mountain explained that this is the standard temporary budget appropriation. Under the State of NJ the budget does not get adopted until the first quarter of the calendar year and to continue operations the Town must authorize a temporary budget. The statute calls for approximately one quarter of the appropriations from the previous year to be used to create the temporary appropriation. Mr. Mountain noted that in addition he has included an amount to cover processing of meeting tapes for broadcast. This amount will assist TAG until a decision is made on funding during the budget process. Mayor Tolley also said that TAG has recommended that the money be paid directly to the provider of the service rather than paying TAG. Mrs. Thomas believes it has become a community service. Mr. Strobel said it is great that volunteers do the taping and it is just the out of pocket costs that the Town is being asked to cover. It has been proposed in a sensible way. Mr. Merkt said that if this service were to be discontinued residents would question that. It is a good idea to have constituents see the elected officials. Mayor Tolley called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Tolley read RESOLUTION 2012-13AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 

AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A.40A:4-19 SEWER UTILITY EAST EXPENSES #1 by title. Mr. Mountain said this is the temporary budget for the Drakewick sewer plant, which is a ratepayer funded sewer utility. Mr. Tolley asked if the utility service was provided in another manner the utility would go away. Mr. Mountain said yes. Mayor Tolley called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved.  Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes. 
Mayor Tolley read RESOLUTION 2012-14 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS

AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A.40A:4-19 SEWER UTILITY WEST EXPENSES #2. Mr. Mountain said this is for Mendham West sewer plant that serves Brookrace. Mayor Tolley called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Tolley read RESOLUTION 2012-15 AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN 

FIRST RESPONDER IDENTIFICATION CARD PROGRAM by title. Mr. Mountain said this request is through the Office of Emergency Management. The County is initiating an identification card program for volunteer emergency services, conducted at no cost to the Township. This authorizes the OEM coordinator to do what has to be done to take advantage of the service. Mayor Tolley said it is a standardized card which is more identifiable as opposed to individual towns having their own cards. Mayor Tolley called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no further discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Tolley read RESOLUTION 2012-16 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC Matters pertaining to: Contracts – Whippany River Watershed Action Committee; Contracts – Professionals; Personnel/Contracts – Administration; Personnel – Appointments/Boards & Commissions, County Open Space Committee, by title. Mr. Cioppettini requested that under Personnel, Budgetary Issues be added. Mayor Tolley called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
DISCUSSION

Mrs. Thomas asked the status of the Siren Committee. Mr. Mountain said they have formed and may have had a meeting. The Committee is still waiting for representatives from Fire and First Aid. Mr. Zimmerman said he spoke with Mrs. Carlson and was told that she had contacted the Emergency Services groups and to date only Robin Johnston has expressed an interest. Mr. Cioppettini said he will reach out again to the other departments. If no representatives from those departments come forward the Committee will proceed without them.  Mayor Tolley said at the next meeting he would like to hear from the Siren Committee on staffing and a projection for how long it may take for a determination. Mr. Zimmerman said they will be electing a chair and the first meeting and they will prepare a report.
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Mayor Tolley opened this portion of the meeting.

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Mountain thanked the Committee for its decision to provide for processing the meeting tapes.  Mr. Merritt encouraged all the Governing Body members to use the microphones, to speak clearly and to be aware that it is difficult to hear when they turn to face another person to speak.
Mayor Tolley said a new sound system should be considered in the budget. 

With no one else to be heard Mayor Tolley closed this portion of the meeting. He thanked everyone present and announced that the closed session could last over half an hour. There may be comments at the conclusion of the meeting.
The Governing Body adjourned to closed session at 8:07 p.m. 
The Governing Body adjourned back into open session at 9:22 p.m.

Upon returning to open session Mayor Tolley asked for a motion to adopt a resolution APPOINTING EVAN THOMAS OEM COORDINATOR.  Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll, Mrs. Thomas abstained and all remaining members voted to adopt. RESOLTION 2012-19 is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Tolley asked for a motion to adopt a resolution AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH NISIVOCCIA & CO. AS AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR 2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. RESOLUTION 2012-18 is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Tolley asked for a motion to accept appointments to Township Boards and Commissions as discussed. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded.  Upon a call of the roll all members voted in favor. A resolution memorializing the appointments will be prepared for the January 24 meeting.

Mayor Tolley asked for a motion to adopt RESOLUTIOIN 2012-2 ESTABLISHING 2012 OFFICE HOURS AND HOLIDAY SCHEDULE. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Upon motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mrs. Thomas the meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann L. Carlson, RMC, Township Clerk 
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