MINUTES OF THE REORGANIZATION MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 4, 2010
The 2010 Mendham Township Reorganization meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey by Township Clerk Ann Carlson.
Mrs. Carlson read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the Open   Public Meetings Act by sending written notice to the Observer Tribune, the Daily Record and the Star Ledger on December 7, 2009, posting on the Bulletin Board in Township Hall and filing with the Township Clerk.
Mrs. Carlson asked everyone present to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  With everyone still standing Reverend Craig Anderson, pastor of Brookside Community Church, gave the Invocation prior to the business of the meeting.
The Oath of Office was administered to re-elected Committeeman Frank V. Cioppettini, Jr. by his daughter Victoria J. Cioppettini, Esq.  June Cioppettini, along with sons Frank, Alexander and Thomas, held the bible during Mr. Cioppettini’s oath of office.

The Oath of Office was administered to re-elected Committeeman Jack Schrier by the Honorable Rick Merkt, New Jersey Assemblyman.  Elizabeth Schrier held the bible during Mr. Schrier’s oath of office.

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini





Ms. Florek





Mr. Krieg





Mr. Phelan





Ms. Schrier


  Also Present:
Stephen P. Mountain, Township Administrator






Township Attorney Christopher Falcon





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mrs. Carlson called for nominations for the Office of Mayor for 2010.  Mr. Phelan nominated Richard Krieg.  Mr. Schrier seconded the nomination.  There being no other nominations for Mayor and upon motion duly made and seconded, nominations were closed.  

A roll call vote on the nomination of Mr. Krieg for Mayor for 2010 was as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini 
yes


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Krieg

yes


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes

The oath of office was administered to newly appointed Mayor Krieg by his son, Richard W. Krieg, Esq.  Joyce Krieg held the bible for Mayor Krieg during his oath of office. 
The floor was turned over to Mayor Krieg.

Mayor Krieg called for nominations for Deputy Mayor.  Mr. Schrier nominated Phyllis Florek.  Mr. Phelan seconded the nomination.  There being no further nominations for Deputy Mayor, and upon motion duly made and seconded, nominations for Deputy Mayor were closed.
A roll call vote on the nomination of Ms. Florek for Deputy Mayor for 2010 was as follows:

Mr. Cioppettini 
yes


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Krieg

yes


Mr. Phelan

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes

The oath of office was administered to newly appointed Deputy Mayor Florek by Township Clerk Ann Carlson. Ken Bennett held the bible for Ms. Florek during her oath of office.
Mayor Krieg welcomed all present to the meeting.  He thanked everyone for coming and thanked his fellow Committee Persons for the honor of being selected Mayor.  He said he respects each one of them and their confidence in him means a lot to him.

Mayor Krieg recognized the following dignitaries in the audience and thanked them for coming: Assemblyman Rick Merkt, Mendham Borough Council Member Stan Witczak, former Mendham Township Mayors Sante D’Emidio, Bob Pierson and Sam Tolley; Mendham Borough Administrator Ellen Sandman; Bruce Sisler the Chief of Staff of Anthony Bucco, Jr. ‘s office.  
The Oath of Office was administered to the officers present from Brookside Engine Company No. 1, Ralston Engine Company No. 1 and the Mendham Township First Aid Squad. The following is a list of the new officers for 2010.
 
Brookside Engine Company No. 1 Officers

Chief:  

Ross Johnson

Assistant Chief:  
John Alderton

Captain:  

Peter Staples

Lieutenant:  

Peter Dwyer

Chief Engineer:  
Vince Suhocki

Safety Officers:  
Jeff Betz


Robert Pierson

  



         

Denis Menton
Truck Captains:





Engine #2

Walter Dwyer




Engine #3

Jim McLoughlin




Engine #4

Richard Steinberg



Utility #5

Mike Merritt

                      President:  

Dan Wood

Ralston Engine Company No. 1 Officers

Chief:  

Tom Montgomery

Assistant Chief:  
John McDonough

Captain:  

Paul Hogan

Communications
Howard Panton

Officer

Truck Captains

Engine #11

Scott Mortensen

Tender #12

Eric Grier

Rescue 14

Curran Lucke

President:  

Joe Gomeringer
Mendham Township First Aid Squad Officers

Captain:  


      Linda Brusco

Lieutenant:  


      Robin Johnston

Quartermaster:  

      Vincent Reilly

Assistant Quartermaster East:  Dan Wood

Assistant Quartermaster West: Bill Grier

President:  


       Marlene Russell

Secretary: 


       Terri McKinnell

Treasurer:  


       Mark Pojednic

Training Officer:

       Jesse Smith

Data Steward:

       LaDonna Ferreri

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-1 APPOINTING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS FOR 2010, and called for a motion to adopt.  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham, that the following appointments be made for the year 2010:

Township Attorney



Christopher H. Falcon

Township Auditor



Nisivoccia and Company

Township Engineer



Thomas R. Lemanowicz

Township Superintendent of 

David Read, Sr.

Public Works


Township Tax Search Officer

Marie Kenia

Township Assessment Officer and
Ann Carlson

Certifying Official for Subdivisions

Acting Township Fire Official/

Russell Heiney

Township Fire Subcode Official

Acting Township Chief Financial Officer
Stephen Mountain

Township Prosecutor


Peter Fico

Township Public Defender


Edward G. D’Alessandro, Jr.

Township Crossing Guards

Beth Smith, Karyn Monaghan







Loretta Davie, Mary Gnatz

Township Local Historian


Wilma Sagurton

Township Fire Chief



Ross Johnson

All Township Officials shall be bonded as required by law.

This Resolution shall take effect upon adoption.

Mr. Phelan moved to adopt Resolution 2010-1, Mr. Schrier seconded and upon a roll call vote, Resolution 2010-1 was adopted unanimously. 

CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:  

Mayor Krieg read Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2010-02 through No. 2010-10, by title, which were submitted to the Township Committee for review and may be adopted by one motion.  He stated that these resolutions are listed on the agenda for review and a complete copy made available in the Township Clerk’s office.
At Mr. Cioppettini’s request all resolutions were pulled from the consent agenda and voted on separately.
Mayor Krieg Resolution 2010-02 ESTABLISHING OFFICE HOURS FOR 2010 by title and asked for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini said he would like to see Township holidays noted on the resolution so the public could be made aware of when Township offices are closed.  Mr. Phelan noted that the holidays that are provided to the employees are predicated by the contracts between the Police Department, DPW and the Township. Holidays are consistent in those departments as well as the administrative offices. Mr. Mountain noted that the holidays are posted on the website and the Township bulletin board.  Upon motion being duly made and seconded this resolution was tabled to the meeting of January 11, 2010 in order to amend the resolution to add the 2010 holidays.

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-03 DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES FOR TOWNSHIP FUNDS AND AUTHORIZING SIGNATURES ON TOWNSHIP CHECKS by title and asked for a motion to adopt. Mr. Cioppettini asked that this resolution be tabled because he had concerns about the Bank of America.  Upon motion being duly made and seconded this resolution was tabled to the meeting of January 11, 2010.

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-04 DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS AND FIXING CHARGES FOR NOTICES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS DURING 2010 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked why three newspapers were needed and if there is a cost for each one.  Mrs. Carlson said there is no cost for notices that are sent unless it is specifically requested that the notice be published.    Three newspapers are needed because in cases where a 48-hour notice of a special meeting must be sent to the paper, the notice must be sent to two newspapers, one of which must be able to publish the notice.  In addition, certain bid notices must be put in newspapers that circulate throughout the State.  With no further discussion Resolution 2010-04 was adopted unanimously on roll call vote.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-05 ESTABLISHING REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE 2010 TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked that this resolution be amended to add 7:30 p.m. as the time for the December 13, 2010 meeting.  All members agreed and the resolution was adopted as amended by roll call vote as follows:


Mr. Cioppettini
yes


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Schrier

yes


Mr. Phelan

no


Mayor Krieg

yes

 Resolution 2010-05 is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-06 by title FIXING RATES OF INTEREST AND PENALTY ON DELINQUENT TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES IN 2010 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked Mr. Falcon to explain the terms and penalties set by this resolution.  Mr. Falcon said the interest rates used to calculate the delinquent amounts are those set forth in the statute of the State of NJ – 8% on the first $1,500 and 18% on sums over that.  The penalty of 6% charged whenever this is a delinquency in excess of $10,000 in the event that the payment is not made prior to the end of the calendar year, also set by statute.  Mr. Cioppettini said that is a very stiff penalty and wants the residents to understand it.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2010-06 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-07 ADOPTING AN ALCOHOL-FREE AND DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE POLICY FOR ALL EMPLOYEES AND OFFICIALS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2010-07 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.  

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-08 AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP TAX COLLECTOR TO CANCEL CERTAIN TAX OVERPAYMENTS AND DELINQUENCIES FOR 2010 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Phelan seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked how much money was underpaid.  Mr. Mountain said he did not have the amount available.  Upon Mr. Cioppettini’s request, this resolution was tabled until an amount could be determined. 

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-09 APPROVING THE CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved; Mr. Schrier seconded.  Mr. Cioppettini asked that he be given time to review the cash management plan prior to voting and upon his request the resolution was tabled.

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-10 ADOPTING POLICY OF NON-DISCRIMINATION PURSUANT TO AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICY by title and asked for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Phelan so moved; Mr. Schrier seconded.  There was no discussion.  Upon a call of the roll Resolution 2010-10 was adopted unanimously.  It is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2010-11 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mayor Krieg explained that this resolution allows the Township to function until such time as the 2010 budget is adopted.  It allows 26.25% of the total appropriation of the 2009 budget exclusive of any appropriations made for interest and debt redemption charges.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Ms. Florek seconded.  There was no discussion and upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2010-11 was unanimously approved.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Krieg read Resolution 2009-12 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19, SEWER UTILITY EAST EXPENSES #1 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved; Mr. Cioppettini seconded.  There was no discussion and upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2010-12 was adopted unanimously.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2010-13 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19, SEWER UTILITY WEST EXPENSES #2 by title and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Cioppettini so moved; Mr. Schrier seconded. There was no discussion and upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2010-13 was adopted unanimously.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Cioppettini asked that Resolution 2010-14, 2010-15 and 2010-16 be tabled to the meeting of January 11, 2010, stating that he had just received the contracts and wanted to review them prior to voting.  There were no objections and these resolutions were tabled to the meeting of January 11, 2010.
Mayor Krieg announced the appointment of the following Planning Board members: 

Richard Krieg - Class I - Mayor – one year term expiring 12/31/10
        
Stephen Mountain - Class II – one year term expiring 12/31/10
        
Robert Pierson - Class IV - 4 year term expiring 12/31/13
        
Sarah Dean Link - Class IV - 3 year term expiring 12/31/12
Mayor Krieg noted that the Class III appointment is made by the Township Committee and will be considered at the next Township Committee meeting.
Mayor Krieg opened the meeting to HEARING PERSONS PRESENT.  He asked the public to make any comments on matters of governmental issues and because another meeting is scheduled immediately following this meeting he asked that comments be brief.

Bob Wouk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wouk offered congratulations to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.  He commented on Resolution 2010-4 which designates newspapers, saying that no one reads newspapers and there is nothing about using the website.  Mr. Mountain noted that the new website will have a feature that allows residents to subscribe to automatic e-mail notices.

Roger Berlin, 1 Redman Farm Road

Mr. Berlin congratulated the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and thanked former Mayor Cioppettini for establishing a precedent for an open way of dealing with the Township.  He also congratulated Mr. Mountain on the new website.

Dennis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan congratulated all members sworn in.  He asked about the process on appointment of officers and board members.  Mr. Krieg said the election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor is made by the Governing Body – the mayor is selected by the elected officials to represent them and in a committee form of government is more a chairman.  The mayor has no financial leverage and can do nothing different than could be done as a committee person.  The mayor is the spokesman and signs legal documents and the person who works to bring the members together and work out issues.  

Mr. Deegan asked about the FAA changes that Mr. Schrier mentioned in a previous meeting and noted that there appeared to be a difference in flight patterns.  Mr. Schrier said there has been a change but he has no further information on it.

Mr. Deegan asked about a drug and alcohol free workplace and he asked if it was every building that the Township owns.  Mr. Krieg said it represents all the buildings and employees.  Mr. Deegan questioned alcohol use in the firehouse.  Mr. Mountain said it is in administrative offices.

With no one else to be heard Mayor Krieg closed this portion of the meeting.

There were no other matters to be brought before the Township Committee at this time.

Mayor Krieg thanked everyone for coming and thanked the Township Committee.  He said he wants to reach out to the community to get more input from the entire community.  He asked Ms. Florek to join with him to reach out to all the homeowners associations throughout the Township and to meet with them and get input from residents so as to further understand concerns.  He said he is available by phone or e-mail and he will try to answer all questions or get the answer if he doesn’t have them immediately.  

Mayor Krieg said there are several major items facing the community this year.  The first is to finish and occupy the Emergency Services Building.  Only a few things need to be finished to allow the building to be occupied.  The planning for the use of the Pitney property will begin and the Governing Body will be reaching out to the community on that.  The Township Committee will work very had to keep taxes down and he understands that the reassessment may be confusing.  

Mayor Krieg added that there are two decisions that must be made this year that will have a long term effect on the community.  Those decisions are whether to opt into COAH and whether to opt into the Highlands.  They are critical decisions  and crucial to the long term good of the community.  
In addition Mayor Krieg said he is looking forward to getting a new pumper for the Fire Department so the Firefighters have the appropriate equipment to protect residents. 

Mayor Krieg recognized Mayor Neil Henry of Mendham Borough who came in to the meeting.

At this time Mayor Krieg called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Phelan so moved; Mr. Schrier seconded.  All members voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
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