MINUTES OF THE REORGANIZATION MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 2, 2009
The 2009 Mendham Township Reorganization meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey by Township Clerk Ann Carlson.
Mendham Boy Scout Troop #1 led the Salute to the Flag.

Thomas Cioppettini was introduced and came forward to sing God Bless America.

Reverend Cynthia Betz, a member of the Mendham Township First Aid Squad, gave the Invocation prior to the business of the meeting.

At this time Ms. Florek moved to appoint the Township Clerk as temporary chairman of the meeting, Mr. Phelan seconded and all approved.
Mrs. Carlson read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the Open   Public Meetings Act by sending written notice to the Observer Tribune, the Daily Record and the Star Ledger on December 3, 2008, posting on the Bulletin Board in Township Hall and filing with the Township Clerk.
The Oath of Office was administered to re-elected Committeeman Richard H. Krieg by his son Richard W. Krieg.  Joyce Krieg held the Bible for her husband.  

ROLL CALL:
  Present:

Mr. Cioppettini





Ms. Florek





Mr. Krieg





Mr. Phelan





Ms. Schrier


  Also Present:
Stephen P. Mountain, Township Administrator






Township Attorney Christopher Falcon





Ann Carlson, Township Clerk
Mrs. Carlson called for nominations for the Office of Mayor for 2009.  Mr. Schrier nominated Mr. Cioppettini.  Mr. Phelan seconded the nomination.  There being no other nominations for Mayor and upon motion duly made and seconded, nominations were closed.  

A roll call vote on nomination of Mr. Cioppettini for Mayor for 2009 was as follows:

Mr. Phelan

yes

Mr. Krieg

yes

Mr. Schrier

yes

Mr. Cioppettini 
yes

Ms. Florek

yes

Former U.S. Attorney Christopher Christie administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed Mayor Cioppettini with June Cioppettini holding the bible for her husband and Mayor Cioppettini’s children Victoria, Frank, Alexander and Thomas by his side.
The floor was turned over to Mayor Cioppettini.

Mayor Cioppettini called for nominations for Deputy Mayor.  Mr. Krieg nominated Ms. Florek.  Mr. Phelan seconded the nomination.  There being no further nominations for Deputy Mayor, and upon motion duly made and seconded, nominations for Deputy Mayor were closed.
A roll call vote on the nomination of Ms. Florek for Deputy Mayor for 2009 was as follows:

Ms. Florek

yes

Mr. Phelan

yes

Mr. Krieg

yes

Mr. Schrier

yes
Mayor Cioppettini
yes

Former U.S. Attorney Christopher Christie administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed Deputy Mayor Florek, with Ken Bennett holding the Bible,
The Oath of Office was administered to the officers present from Brookside Engine Company No. 1, Ralston Engine Company No. 1 and the Mendham Township First Aid Squad. The following is a list of the new officers for 2009.
 Brookside Engine Company No. 1 Officers

Chief:  

Ross Johnson

Assistant Chief:  
John Alderton

Captain:  

Peter Staples

Lieutenant:  

Peter Dwyer

Chief Engineer:  
Vince Suhocki

Safety Officers:  
Jeff Betz


Robert Pierson

  



         

Denis Menton

Truck Captains:





Engine #2

Walter Dwyer




Engine #3

Jim McLoughlin




Engine #4

Robert Pierson




Utility #5

Mike Merritt




President:  

Sam Tolley

Ralston Engine Company No. 1 Officers

Chief:  

Tom Montgomery

Assistant Chief:  
John McDonough

Captain:  

Paul Hogan

Lieutenant:  

Derek Cacchio

Communications
Howard Panton

Officer

Truck Captains

Engine #11

Scott Mortensen

Tender #12

Eric Grier

Rescue 14

Howard Panton

President:  

Joe Gomeringer

Mendham Township First Aid Squad Officers

Captain:  


      Linda Brusco

Lieutenant:  


      Robin Johnston

Quartermaster:  

      Howard Fingerhut

Assistant Quartermaster East: George McKinnell

Assistant Quartermaster West: Bill Grier

President:  


       Marlene Russell

Secretary: 


       Terri McKinnell

Treasurer:  


       Mark Pojednic

Training Officer:

       Jesse Smith

Data Steward:

       Vincent Reilly

Mayor Cioppettini made the following Welcome Statement:

On behalf of my colleagues on the Township Committee I would like to extend a very warm welcome to each of you and thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to join us this evening.

I would like to acknowledge some of our present and former elected Officials who are with us this evening:

Former U. S. Attorney Christopher Christie

Senator Anthony Bucco

Assemblyman Rick Merkt

Morris County Republican Chairman John Sette

Leanna Brown

Former Freeholder Director Patricia Maynard

Former Mayor Bob Pierson

Former Mayor Katie Porter

Former Mayor Sam Tolley

Freeholder Douglas Cabana

Freeholder Gene Feyl

Freeholder William Chegwidden

Morris Plains Mayor Frank Druetzler

Morris Plains Councilwoman Susan McClusky

Mendham Borough Mayor Neil Henry

Mendham Borough Councilman Stan Witczak

Mendham Borough Councilman Brad Badal

Mendham Borough Administrator Ellen Sandman

West Morris Regional School Board Member Jamie Button

Former West Morris Regional School Board Member Meg Berlin

In addition, I would like to thank Reverend Cynthia Betz for delivering our invocation, our Boy Scouts from Troop #1 for our color guard and of course, to my son, Tom, for his rendition of God Bless America. 

My gratitude goes out to Mayor Florek and Deputy Mayor Phelan for their outstanding Leadership, hard work, superior effort and dedication to our Township Committee over the past two years.  

I would also like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our Township Administrative employees, Police force, our DPW crews and Professional consultants who keep our Town running efficiently day in and day out.  Thank you all for your commitment to doing things right.

A very deserved thank you and a big pat on the back to all of our many gifted and devoted volunteers who give freely of their time manning our Fire Companies, First Aid Squad, Committees and Boards.  Your efforts are immeasurable and appreciated.

And, of course I would to thank my wife and children for their endless support, inspiration and love.  I would not be where I am in life without your unconditional support and strength.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-1 by title, APPOINTING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS FOR 2009, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded and upon a roll call vote, Resolution 2009-1 was adopted unanimously. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-2 by title, APPOINTING GARY F. TROXELL MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded and upon a roll call vote, Resolution 2009-2 was adopted unanimously. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:  

Resolutions No. 2009-3 through No. 2009-12 were submitted to the Township Committee for review and may be adopted by one motion.  These resolutions are listed on the agenda for review and a complete copy made available in the Township Clerk’s office.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adopt Resolutions No. 2009-3 through No. 2009-12.  Ms. Florek so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded.  Upon a roll call vote, Resolutions 2009-3 through 2009-12 were approved unanimously.  The Consent Agenda resolutions are appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-13 ADOPTING POLICY WITH RESPECT TO MONITORING PAYMENT OF PREVAILING WAGES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DAVIS-BACON ACT, and called for a motion to adopt.  Ms. Florek so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded.  The Roll Call Vote was as follows:

Ms. Florek

yes

Mr. Phelan

no


Mr. Krieg

no

Mr. Schrier

abstain

Mayor Cioppettini
yes
Mr. Falcon suggested that the vote on this resolution be re-opened.  Mr. Schrier made a motion to re-open the vote and to allow discussion.  Mr. Phelan seconded and all voted in favor.

Mayor Cioppettini called for discussion on this resolution.  Mr. Schrier noted that while he understands this is the law, he believes that it punishes towns by requiring them to pay more for projects and he is very much opposed to it.   
Mayor Cioppettini call for a Roll Call vote on Resolution 2009-13 and the results are as follows:


Ms. Florek

yes


Mr. Phelan

no


Mr. Krieg

no


Mr. Schrier

yes


Mayor Cioppettini
yes

Resolution 2009-13 was adopted by a majority of the members present and is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-14 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Krieg seconded and upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2009-14 was unanimously approved.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-15 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19, SEWER UTILITY EAST EXPENSES #1, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Mr. Phelan seconded and upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2009-15 was unanimously approved.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini read Resolution 2009-16 AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS AS PROVIDED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19, SEWER UTILITY WEST EXPENSES #2, and called for a motion to adopt.  Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded and upon a call of the roll, Resolution 2009-16 was unanimously approved.  This resolution is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to Appoint Members of the Planning 

Board:

Frank Cioppettini - Class I - Mayor – one year term expiring 12/31/09

        
Stephen Mountain - Class II – one year term expiring 12/31/09

        
Richard Krieg - Class III - 1 year term expiring 12/31/09

        
Kevin Giordano - Class IV - 4 year term expiring 12/31/12

        
Sante D’Emidio - fill unexpired term of Alternate #1 to expire 12/31/09

Mr. Phelan so moved, Mr. Schrier seconded and all present voted in favor.  

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to open the meeting to HEARING PERSONS PRESENT. Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded and the meeting was opened to the public.  With no one present to be heard, Mr. Phelan moved to close this portion of the meeting, Mr. Schrier seconded and this portion of the meeting was closed.  

Mayor Cioppettini called for SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY RIGHTFULLY COME BEFORE THE COMMITTEE.  There was no other business to discuss.

Mayor Cioppettini made the following remarks to the residents of Mendham Township and all present:

 I am honored and excited to be selected as Mayor of Mendham Township.  I look forward to working with my colleagues on the Township Committee as we tackle the challenges that lie ahead.  I am grateful that each member of this Committee possesses unique talents, skills and experiences which, when harnessed with their commitment to preserving our quality of life here in Mendham Township, provides us with unparalleled Leadership potential.  Couple this Leadership talent with an experienced, professional management team led by our Administrator Steve Mountain, our Clerk, Ann Carlson, our CFO Jeff Theriault, our Police Chief Tom Costanza, our DPW Superintendent Dave Read Sr. along with the able staff, volunteers and other professionals who assist them and we have a winning, successful team managing the affairs of our Town.  

Personally speaking as Mayor and a member of the Township Committee, I am committed to Fiscal responsibility, Integrity and Honor. Fiscal responsibility means not spending monies we do not have, maintaining our AA1 bond rating; keeping an adequate rainy day surplus on hand; properly planning for future expenditures; and keeping tax rates low.  Integrity means hiring and appointing the most qualified persons and firms to positions without strings or conditions and maintaining an open and transparent government.  Honor means always doing the right thing.

As each of you are keenly aware we are in the midst of very difficult and challenging economic and social times.  We must not allow gloom and doom to over rule common sense and the knowledge that recessions, and even depressions, are short lived and followed by growth and prosperity.  These present challenges must be viewed as positive opportunities to be seized and capitalized on in 2009.

This Committee will have the opportunity to strengthen and renew its relationships with our surrounding Towns, especially Mendham Borough and the Chester’s, and to work cooperatively with them to solve problems, deliver services more economically and efficiently along with mutual response to crises.  We cannot exist without the assistance each Town brings to each other.

This Committee will have the opportunity to close on the purchase of the Pitney property and to develop plans for a first rate affordable, functional and durable municipal complex which will serve as a new home for our local government, clubs and committees, complete with protected areas and gardens and yes, hopefully home to a new Library of the Mendham’s.  

While we would like to move expeditiously with development we will only proceed when the funds are identified and available.

This Committee will have the opportunity to plan a much needed and long overdue new home for our Police Department as we determine whether the facility in which we are presently sitting will be renovated or raised for a new structure.

This Committee has already seized the opportunity to revitalize and create new recreational facilities so our residents can have expanded options within our Township-this work includes new soccer fields, new baseball fields, expansion and renovation of Brookside Beach and more walking/hiking trails in our parks.

This Committee will have the opportunity to determine if Trenton or the Township will control the future regulation of our natural resources and the landscape of our Township as we opt in or out of the Highlands and COAH.  In my humble opinion both COAH and the Highlands are train wrecks and diametrically opposed to each other which clearly illustrates the continued ineptitude and dysfunction of our State government and begs the question as to whether Trenton is more capable of overseeing future growth then your local government.  Clearly the Township has a successful 200 year history of protecting our natural resources and creating wonderful neighborhoods and I see no reason why we cannot continue doing so for the next 200 years. My point here is that we must seize the opportunity to be more proactive in affecting legislation under consideration in Trenton before it is enacted.

This Committee has an opportunity to continue to foster its relationship with our K8 school board so that we work in tandem to create an atmosphere of learning while not bankrupting our tax payers.  I look forward to working with our new Superintendent, Kristopher Harrison, and all of the Board members.  With regard to the Regional School Board we must not give up hope or the momentum built to find parity in the funding formula and for greater representation on the Board.  I look forward to working with all of the Board members to create an atmosphere of learning for our High School students but must emphasize that the disparity in funding and representation are injustices that must be addressed so that all sending districts are treated equally and fairly.

The opportunity to continue and grow the traditions of Mendham Township such as our unique and festive Independence Day parade, our family oriented Open Space Trail Rally and our Volunteer Recognition Day are special community celebrations and I look forward to participating in each of these events. 

I invite all of the residents of Mendham Township to become active participants in their community by providing their knowledge, time, inspiration, talent or ideas towards helping shape the future of our Town.  Your input is needed and appreciated.

At this time, and on behalf of my fellow Committeemen, I would like to extend a very happy, healthy, prosperous New Year to each of you and hope you will join us immediately after this reorganization meeting for some refreshments which will be served at the Community Club across the street.  God Bless you and God Bless America.  Thank you.

Mayor Cioppettini called for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Schrier so moved, Ms. Florek seconded and the 2009 Reorganization Meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham adjourned at 7:45 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk

