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MINUTES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 19, 2014



Vice Chairman D’Emidio called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and asked for roll call.  Upon roll call:  


ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:	Mayor Thomas, Mr. Strobel, Mr. D’Emidio, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith, Mr. Perri, Mr. Kaplan
ABSENT:	Chairman Giordano, Mr. Mayer
Others present:	Mr. Tiena Cofoni, Esq., Mr. Stephen Souza, Environmentalist

	
SALUTE THE FLAG


ADEQUATE NOTICE of this meeting of the Mendham Township Planning Board was given as follows:  Notice was sent to the Daily Record, the Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 7, 2014 and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 7, 2014.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Mayor Thomas and seconded by Mrs. Link to approve the December 18, 2013 Regular minutes.  All agreed except Mr. Strobel who abstained.  A motion to approve the January 6, 2014 Reorganizational meeting minutes was made by Mayor Thomas, and it was seconded by Mr. Perri.  All agreed.

Vice Chairman D’Emidio welcomed the Planning Board’s newest member Mr. Dan Kaplan who was sworn in as Alternate #2 to the Planning Board. 

Vice Chairman D’Emidio announced that the Mendham Golf & Tennis application has been adjourned and will be heard at the April 16, 2014 Planning Board meeting.


MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT - Environmental Resource Inventory

Mr. Ralph Rhodes from the Environmental Commission made some preliminary comments regarding the ERI.  He named other members of the Environmental Commission who were present.  This included Mrs. Sarah Dean Link, Ms. Kim Crumrine, Ms. Jamie Kinsel, and Ms. Susan Schmerler.  He said that one of the Commission’s duties is to provide information to the members of the community on the natural resources and environmentally significant features of the municipality.  This has been done over the years using a variety of references.  In 2011 NJAC (New Jersey Environmental Commission) offered a grant program to provide funds to municipalities to develop environmental resource inventories.  The Commission applied for and received a grant of $7,500 and was able to match this amount from the conservation fund.  By fall of 2011, the commission contracted with Amy S. Greene Associates to develop the ERI.  A team from the Environmental Commission led by Ms. Crumrine monitored the project and provided help where possible.  Amy Greene was represented by Mr. Harry Strano, and Mr. Rhodes opined that Mr. Strano did an outstanding job locating and organizing the very obscure pieces of information that comprises the ERI and then melding it into a very attractive, readable and user friendly document.  A hard copy of the ERI was provided to ANJAC (Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions), which was a requirement for the grant, with copies that can be viewed in the Township Clerk’s office, the Planning Board office, and the Library.  A digital copy can be located on the Township website.  


Mr. Harry Strano from Amy S. Greene Environmental Consultants, Inc. made an appearance and explained that he had the pleasure of working on the Mendham Township Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI).  He presented an overview of what the ERI contains.

Mr. Strano explained that an ERI describes and identifies natural resources, cultural conditions and environmental features for their protection.  It also provides historic information along with open space and parks with some demographic information as well and is an educational resource and reference document.  Mr. Strano stated that Mendham Township is one of the more environmentally healthy towns that he has worked on.  The ERI maps were created using GIS software, and most of the data is derived from existing state or federal agency of municipal sources.  He went on to say that the ERI serves as a general guideline for determining priority resources.  There’s no field work specifically done for the ERI, but typically it is done by using existing data.  Mr. Strano’s overview included:

Historic – this focuses on the districts and specific historic structures in the township.

Climatology – some regional data was derived from the closest available climate stations to discuss the climate conditions of the region.  He stated that Mendham Township’s air quality is very good compared to other towns he has worked in.  

Geology (and Acquifers) - the bedrock geology of Mendham Township is more complicated than other towns.  He went on to the discuss the several components of Geology (Physiography, Glaciation, Stratigraphy and Surface Formations, Aquifers, Potable Water Supply, Waste Water Disposal, Well Head Protection, Sole Source Aquifers, Contamination, Known Contaminated Sites etc.)

Soils – the focus was primarily on Soil Series.  Within Mendham Township there are thirteen soil series, and the ERI discusses not only water in these types of soils but what typically grows on the soils or how they’re typically used.  There is also a discussion of prime farmland and important soils, which are the soils that have the best combination of features for agricultural uses.  Steep slopes are also an important component for Mendham Township, which is also discussed in the ERI.  

Water Resources – Mendham Township has excellent water quality.  Most of the streams are considered Category 1 waters, which have outstanding recreational and ecological conditions.  Most of the water streams in Mendham Township are trout production waters, which is conducive for trout reproduction since it requires high oxygen, cool conditions with good moving water.  He stated that the water in Mendham Township based on AMNET monitoring studies done (Ambient Biological Monitoring Network that the DEP runs which monitors the quality of streams) is excellent, and he stated that he has never seen a town with a better AMNET score.  There is also a habitat score that is in combination with the AMNET score.

Air Quality – this includes regional air quality (pollutants, air toxins)

Wetlands – there are three components to wetlands – saturated soils, water all year round, and vegetation that is conducive to growing in wet conditions.  Forested wetlands are the most common.

Land Use and Vegetation – Mendham is unique since most of the towns he has studied were dominated by urban land cover of some type rather than forest.  Mendham Township is dominated by forest with residential area second.  Also, the most dominant invasive species of vegetation are discussed in the ERI.  Mendham Township is in favorable condition when it comes to this component.  He stated that there is a good portion of open space in Mendham Township.

Wildlife – Mendham Township does have some interesting wildlife.  There are different inventories taken locally of streams and the fish captured within them.  There is a lengthy discussion in the ERI of endangered and threatened species and which ones are within the municipalities.  He also discussed forest fragmentation and habitats and deer and nuisance wildlife impacts.

Mr. Rhodes stated that he hoped that the ERI will be included in the Master Plan, and Ms. Crumrine encouraged the use of the ERI since it is a great tool for planning and community outreach.

Mr. Souza stated that the ERI is a very attractive document.  After Mr. Souza asked if the data was broken down by Block and Lot, Mr. Strano responded that it was not and that this was just general data.  Mr. Souza also opined that the ERI is important for the Planning Board to use as a working document; however, there may be questions regarding the quality of the data and asked if the Meta data is sited in the document.  Mr. Strano stated that everything is sited that is used within the document.  The Meta data is verified data, which is very important in case of a challenge.

Mr. Souza went on to say that in other towns he interacts with that the ERI is a checklist item in order that a developer verifies that the ERI was reviewed as part of their development application.  This should be a standard element of their development checklist.  He further discussed the usefulness of the ERI as a tool in other towns and opined that it should be a significant piece of the conservation segment of the Master Plan.  Other towns use the ERI as the foundation for their development ordinances.  

Mr. D’Emidio inquired as to how the ERI would be added to the checklist.  There was some discussion regarding this, and Mr. Souza stated that if added to the checklist, the Township would have confirmation that the ERI was reviewed by the developer and could then be used as an admission of review by the said developer.  Mr. Perri stated that the developer would have knowledge of whatever is in the ERI and would be subject to cross examination.  He went on to say that if the developer doesn’t have knowledge of the ERI, then they avail themselves to denial or the town can enforce it.

Ms. Cofoni stated that there should be some enforcement of this.  She stated that there should be a zoning ordinance to support what would be required of them.  The ERI is not an enforcing document in itself.  Mr. Souza confirmed this; however he stated that it can be used to evolve into ordinances.  Where Mr. Souza consults in another town, the EIS must reference the ERI.  He opined that it wouldn’t be used for a minor subdivision but definitely for a major development application.  Ms. Cofoni said that she can work with Mr. Souza in order to tie the EIS into referencing the ERI.  It would be an excellent way to obtain the enforcement aspect.

After Mr. D’Emidio inquired as to how this would tie in with the Morris County Soil Conservation District, Mr. Souza stated that their data is based on the soil conservation district mapping, so this is part of the Meta data that is used for ERI.  However, there is a separate constraints slopes map in the ERI, which takes into account multiple factors that affect soil erosion and not just the type of soil.

Mr. Strobel said that he did read the ERI a year ago and opined that it is a very impressive document.  Mayor Thomas also said that clearly much effort was put into the ERI and inquired about the source of the historic district information.  Mr. Strano responded that the source for the historic information is from the state historic preservation office.  They have a website where one can access the historic district and features of a town that are listed on both the state and the national historic registry.  

Mr. Smith thanked the Environmental Commission for all the hard work and time devoted to the ERI and inquired as to the amount of time it took to accomplish such a document.  Mr. Strano responded it took quite a bit of time to do since it is a process and involved a great deal of research.  He went on to say that an update can be done, which doesn’t need to be a full overhaul; however, every five years or so the document should be reviewed either by the Environmental Commission or a hired consultant for any revisions necessary.  Mr. Strano also said that there are recommendations in certain sections and much of it is geared towards the resources themselves.  

Ms. Crumine added that the state resolution that allows the Environmental Commission the ability to work on the ERI states that the ERI is subject to factual information only.

It was confirmed that there was a matching grant by ANJAC with the other half from the Mendham Township’s conservation fund.  No tax payer dollars were involved.  Ms. Link clarified that the grant from NJAC was $14,000 and not $7,350.

After Mr. D’Emidio inquired about the steep slope map distinguishing between 10% and 25%, Mr. Strano said he believed it was broken into categories.  The data was extracted from the Master Plan.

Mayor Thomas inquired whether the adoption of the document into the Master Plan will further restrict any development and further tie the hands of landowners.  It was clarified that the goal of the ERI is not to stop a landowner from utilizing their property.

Mr. Souza said that the ERI can be used as a springboard for future funding for open space preservation, environmental awareness etc.  Ms. Crumrine stated that the Township’s green team will obtain some points for completing the ERI.

Ms. Cofoni stated that the only way she can see the ERI affecting landowners is if it was used to develop ordinances that would limit development.  However, if this is not the case, then it is simply a very informative document and a wonderful tool to use while reviewing applications but would have no limitations on land owners.  Secondly, Ms. Cofoni wished to confirm for the record and the resolution that the most current ERI document is dated November 13, 2013.  This was confirmed.

Chairman D’Emidio asked for a motion to open the meeting to the public.  A motion was made, and it was seconded.

Ms. Jamie Kinsel stated that she is a member of the Environmental Commission and stated that all the Commission members would agree that Mendham Township is very fortunate to have this ERI document and that the collective knowledge from of Ms. Link and Mr. Rhodes about Mendham Township was captured in the ERI.  She opined that their contribution was immeasurable.

Another member of the public who is not a resident but perhaps looking to move to Mendham Township had two specific questions.  She asked what the soil type was around Clyde Potts reservoir and what the slopes specifically are at the levy side on Woodland Road.  Mr. Strano referred to where she can obtain this information in the ERI document and said he would help in locating this information for her in the document.  

Mr. Sam Barsa of 20 Conifer Road opined that there is already too much regulation in Mendham Township and that it is destroying property value.  People are moving out of the state because there is too much bureaucracy and expenses.  There should be a limit, and this is overdone and destructive to the State of New Jersey.  There was some discussion between Mr. Barsa and Mr. Strano, and Mr. D’Emidio stated that this is not the time to have a global discussion; however, he stated that the Mayor made the point that the goal of the ERI is not to regulate landowners’ properties or limit what they can do.  This is a document that contains Mendham Township’s current resources.  

A motion was made to close the meeting to the public, and it was seconded.  


RESOLUTION PB 14-03
Environmental Resource Inventory

Ms. Cofoni reviewed the resolution with the Planning Board.  She said that the resolution explains the authority of the Planning Board to adopt an amendment to the Master Plan and identifies the Environmental Resource Inventory prepared by Amy S. Greene Environmental Consultants, Inc. dated November, 2013.  She stated that public notice was provided, and Ms. Cofoni has evidence of this with the requirements met on the noticing.  The Resolution also referenced the public hearing held this evening and that after review of the document and discussion by the Board that it was decided to adopt it as a portion of the Master Plan.  Ms. Cofoni also read the operative language in Resolution 14-03.

A motion was made by Mrs. Link to adopt Resolution PB 14-03, and it was seconded by Mr. Perri.  

Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Thomas, Mr. Strobel, Mr. D’Emidio, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith, Mr. Perri, Mr. Kaplan
NAYES:  None

Motion carried.  

Mr. D’Emidio stated that clearly the ERI Resolution adds to the conservation plan of the Master Plan and does nothing further than provide additional information to this section.  

Mr. D’Emidio made a motion to open the meeting to the public for general comments on any planning issues, and it was seconded by Mrs. Link.  All agreed.

Seeing no comments by the public, a motion was made by Mr. Perri to close the meeting to the public, and it was seconded by Mrs. Link.  All agreed.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was duly made and seconded at 7:44 pm.  All agreed.



Respectively Submitted,

Beth Foley
Planning Board Secretary











	


