Mendham Township Environmental Commission
	Minutes September 19, 2016


	
Attending:	Chair Rich Cotter 
		  Teri Cosentino, Jamie Kinsel, John Mallon, Ralph Rhodes, Susan Schmerler


Rich distributed the agenda and Jamie agreed to take the minutes. Minutes for the June 2016 meeting were accepted. These minutes are posted on the Township Hall bulletin board and Township website. There were no meetings in July or August. Sarah Dean Link has notified Rich that she will resign from the Commission at the end of this year. Her service on this Commission and elsewhere in the community has been invaluable and truly remarkable.
                                              
Planning Board, Board of Adj & TRC:  Jamie reported that no Planning Board or TRC meetings were held. No Board of Adjustment applications were received for comment. 

NJ Freshwater Wetland Protection Program:  No notices.

Monitoring Conservation Easements: Susan is up to date with 35 letters sent to new homeowners. She will be notified going forward of any title changes.

Raritan Headwaters Association: Rich collected samples at Buttermilk Falls for chemical and micro testing. The water was clean. Teri is set for the Well Water Testing event – the kits will be available for purchase October 15th from 9-noon at the Township Municipal Building. Kits are to be returned the following Monday from 8:30 – 10 AM. Open Space brochures and handouts about the Emerald Ash Borer will be available. The Township has the event up on their website and Mendham TV is advertising the event. Posters are up at the Brookside Post Office, Library, Municipal Building, and Kings Shopping Center. This week’s Observer had an article without specifics. Teri will check if Diana Orban Brown is coordinating a further press release.

Treasurer’s Report: Susan reported that 2016 ANJEC dues of $350 have gone out leaving $150 in our budget. Possible uses – Rich to attend ANJEC Congress September 30th ($64) and/or a banner identifying the EC at events. Susan & Jamie will check pricing on a simple banner.  A separate line item shows the $300 grant received from Somerset Hills Garden Club. Jamie will copy the Commission members on the 2016-2 Ordinance creating the $16,000 EC Capital Improvements Fund which can be utilized for larger projects. Clean Communities funds received by the Township have been requested and used for past projects as well.

Recycling: The Commission agreed that E-waste/hazardous waste collection by Morris County is very well done. We will continue to promote and publicize these events. The next one is October 1 in Chatham. Rich continues to check on the box at Town Hall for recycling rechargeable batteries and mails it in when full. He would like to look into collecting the bulky Polystyrene foam blocks, commonly used for the packaging, for recycling as well.

EC Records:  Rich is collating old EC reports and studies. He will check if copies either already are or could be made available to the public in the library reference section. Ralph will check what reports he may have to contribute as well.
 

Somerset Hills Garden Club Grants: Ralph continues to follow up on a plant list with pricing for the landscape plan for the entrance at India Brook Park. Native/ deer proof plantings where possible.

Mosle Preserve: The Commission is concerned about continued and extensive clearing by a resident using heavy equipment on this Township Open Space property. Mendham Township, Schiff and NJWSA co-own and co-manage the space which has documented steep slopes, freshwater wetlands, headwaters of the Raritan (Class 1) and conservation easement deed restrictions. Issues of lack of planning, oversight and consideration of significant environmental issues are of concern. John will reach out to Brian Hays, Tree Protection, to set up a meeting.
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Next meeting: October 17, 2016





