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MINUTES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 16, 2013



Chairman Giordano called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and asked for roll call.  Upon roll call:  


ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:	Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mr. D’Emidio, Mrs. Link, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano
ABSENT:	Mr. Smith
Others present:	Ms. Tiena Cofoni, Esq., Mr. John Hansen, Engineer, Mr. Stephen Souza, Environmentalist, Mr. Robert Michaels, Planner

	
SALUTE THE FLAG


ADEQUATE NOTICE of this meeting of the Mendham Township Planning Board was given as follows:  Notice was sent to the Daily Record, the Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 22, 2013 and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 22, 2013.


RESOLUTION –  PB 13-07
ROBERT DEMPSEY
61 Schoolhouse Lane
Block 125, Lot 25 – Mendham Township
Block  35.01, Lot 1 – Morris Township

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Giordano commented on the Resolution with regards to the site distance waiver.  He stated his view on the Board’s decision on the “limited waiver passage” on Page 11 and opined that the passage should read “The Board desires to grant to the Township Engineer the ability to determine adequate sight distance based upon ….”  Ms. Cofoni stated that she would make modifications throughout the Resolution for consistency purposes regarding the “limited waiver passage.”

 A motion to approve as modified was made by Mrs. Thomas and seconded by Mrs. Link.

Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Link, Mr. Perri, Chairman Giordano
NAYES:  None
ABSTAIN:  None


DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Wendover Farm Partners, L.P. – Extension of Time
Resolution – PB-11-06
Minor Subdivision & Variance
Block 103, Lots 5, 6 and 6.01

Mr. Tom Malman of Day Pitney made an appearance on behalf of the applicant.  He explained that he appeared several months ago before the Board for an extension of time in order to perfect the subdivision.  The Planning Board approved the extension until the end of August.  On August 29, 2013 the applicant received a letter from the County Counsel stating that the transfer of funds was finally approved.  As a result, the perfection of the subdivision could not be accomplished by August 31, 2013.  Essentially, the application is status quo with one exception, Wendover Farm, L.P. has now purchased the other lot (the Howe parcel) and now owns both parcels.  Mr. Malman requested another extension until December 31, 2013.

A motion to reapprove the minor subdivision with an extension of time to perfect the subdivision until December 31, 2013 was made by Mrs. Link and seconded by Mr. Pierson.

Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Link, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano
NAYES:  None
ABSTAIN:  None


RESPONSE TO BOA 2013 ANNUAL REPORT

Chairman Giordano advised the Board that Ms. Cofoni forwarded a letter to the Board of Adjustment in response to their 2013 Annual Report.  It has addressed all the issues outlined in their April 11, 2013 Annual Report.


ORDINANCE 9-2013

Mr. Hansen stated that Ordinance 9-2013 is an attempt to consolidate Chapter 20 “Soil Extraction Regulations” and Chapter 24 “Lot Development Permit” into one Land Disturbance ordinance that addresses the cutting of trees, land disturbance, impervious coverage, drainage etc. so it is easier for the contractor, owner, and engineer to understand and truly protects the property from the clearing of trees or land disturbance.  He clarified that Chapter 20 and Chapter 24 will be eliminated with a new Chapter 20 being created and said that some of the actual definitions have been further revised for better clarification.

The new ordinance also reflects when a permit such as this is required.  For example, if 3,500 square feet or more of disturbance occurs or if 1,000 square feet or more of impervious coverage is being added, then the permit would be triggered.  It also identifies the allowable amount of trees that can be removed. He clarified that if the permit is required for a particular reason, this does not mean that an elaborate, stormwater management facility is required in order to avoid runoff.  The permit would simply record what action is occurring on a piece of property with a record plan on file, which would allow the Township to judge if something more is needed for the permit approval.  Mr. Hansen stated that there will be notes and details on any plan if the soil is disturbed - for example, temporary stabilization within 30 days with permanent stabilization following such period.  However, if someone wished to clear eleven trees while not removing the stumps (with no adverse effects downstream), this could then be essentially done as long as the tree ordinance is followed.  There was some further discussion regarding the removal of trees.  Mr. Hansen added that after speaking with Mr. Mountain this ordinance would be added to the website and possibly be mailed out in the Spring to residents in the Township.

Mr. Souza stated that he read through the ordinance and opined that he thought it was a very good ordinance, which fills a gap.  Mr. Michaels stated that it is not inconsistent with the Master Plan.

Mr. D’Emidio arrived at 7:48 pm.


A motion to direct Ms. Foley to draft a memorandum to the Township Committee stating that the Planning Board reviewed in detail the proposed Ordinance 9-2013 and recommends approval of the same was made by Mrs. Thomas and seconded by Mrs. Link.


AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Link, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano
NAYES:  None
ABSTAIN:  Mr. D’Emidio

A motion was made to open the meeting to the public and seconded.  All agreed.  A motion was made to close the meeting to the public and seconded.  All agreed.

Chairman Giordano cancelled the November 18, 2013 meeting while the December meeting will remain on the calendar for the Wendover Farm extension Resolution.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was duly made and seconded at 7:56 pm.  All agreed.


Respectively Submitted,

Beth Foley
Planning Board Secretary











	
