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MINUTES OF THE MENDHAM TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

REORGANIZATION MEETING

JANUARY 4, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 8:13 pm and upon roll call:
ROLL CALL

PRESENT:
Mayor Cioppettini, Ms. Orban Brown, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer,     Chairman Giordano

INVITED GUESTS:    Ms. Kinsel, Mr. Smith, Mr. Maglione

Others present:           Mr. Edward J. Buzak, Attorney, Mr. Robert Michaels, Planner
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ADEQUATE NOTICE of this meeting of the Mendham Township Planning Board was given as follows:  Notice was sent to the Daily Record, the Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 7, 2015 and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 7, 2015.

Mr. Edward Buzak, Esq. of The Buzak Law Group administered the oath of office to the following appointees who were present:

Mayor Frank Cioppettini
Class 1 – 1-Year Term
December 31, 2016
Ms. Diana Orban Brown
Class III – 1-Year Term
December 31, 2016
Mr. Buzak asked for nominations for Chairman of the Planning Board for 2016.  Mr. D’Emidio made a motion to nominate Mr. Kevin Giordano, and it was seconded by Mayor Cioppettini.   Mayor Cioppettini moved to close the nominations, and it was seconded by Mr. Perri.  All agreed.  Upon roll call vote:
AYES:  Mayor Cioppettini, Ms. Orban Brown, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Mr. Giordano

Motion carried.

Chairman Giordano asked for nominations for the office of Vice Chairman.  A motion to nominate Mr. Sante D’Emidio was made by Mayor Cioppettini, and it was seconded by Mr. Perri.   A motion was made to close the nomination, and it was seconded.  All agreed.  Upon a roll call: 

AYES:  Mayor Cioppettini, Ms. Orban Brown, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano

Motion carried.

Mr. Buzak administered the oath of office to Chairman Kevin Giordano and Vice-Chairman Sante D’Emidio.

Chairman Giordano made a motion to appoint Ms. Elizabeth Foley as the Planning Board Secretary for 2016, and it was seconded by Mr. Mayer.  Upon a voice vote to close the nomination, all agreed.  Upon roll call:
AYES:  Mayor Cioppettini, Ms. Orban Brown, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano

Motion carried.

Chairman Giordano asked for a motion to appoint the following professionals to the Planning Board: 
The Buzak Law Group (Attorney)
Mr. John Hansen of Ferriero Engineering, Inc. (Engineer)
Mr. Stephen Souza of Princeton Hydro (Environmentalist)
Mr. Robert Michaels of Robert Michaels & Associates (Planner)  
Chairman Giordano asked that the attorney appointment be executed as “The Buzak Law Group” from “Mr. Edward J. Buzak, The Buzak Law Group.”

A motion was made by Mr. D’Emidio and seconded by Mr. Cioppettini to appoint the above professionals.  Upon roll call vote:
AYES:  Mayor Cioppettini, Ms. Orban Brown, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano

Motion carried.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution PB-16-01; Regular Meeting Schedule for 2016 and January and February 2017
ResolutionPB-16-02; Newspapers Designation and Fixing Charges for Notices of Meetings
Chairman Giordano requested that the sum of $50.00 charged for requested notifications of meetings by the Planning Board be changed to $75.00. 
Chairman Giordano asked for a motion to move Resolutions PB-16-01 and PB-16-02.  Ms. Orban Brown made a motion, and it was seconded by Mr. D’Emidio.   Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Cioppettini, Ms. Orban Brown, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano

Motion carried.

Chairman Giordano stated that the Standing Committees listed on the agenda will remain the same.
Mr. Buzak stated that he distributed a blacklined version of the Sisters of St. John the Baptist resolution to the members of the Board.  He explained that the payment is tied to the ordinance provisions, which was acceptable to the developer as well.  The ordinance provisions indicate that 50% of the payments should be made at the time the building permits are issued and the balance when the certificate of occupancy is issued.  Mr. Buzak stated that he and/or Ms. Cofoni did speak to Mr. Russ Heiney, the Construction and Zoning officer, who was of the view that there would be multiple building permits issued for the common area and for each of the units, which would require separate building permits with separate certificates of occupancy as the individual units qualify.  The ordinance allows for this, and this is what the amendment reflects in the resolution. This can, therefore, be considered and voted by the Board at the January 20, 2016 meeting.
Chairman Giordano inquired that since the units will be various sizes whether there would be a schedule for Mr. Heiney or the assessor’s office so that it would be clear as to how much would be collected on behalf of the Township.  Mr. Buzak clarified that the Tax Assessor makes that determination as the building permits are issued with an initial estimate and then a final balance adjusted to ensure that 100% is paid.  Chairman Giordano stated then that each unit will have a building permit initially and then a final certificate of occupancy issued with respect to that particular unit.  Mr. Buzak again clarified that the common area, garage etc. will be issued under separate building permits.  He went on to say that it may be a challenge for the Tax Assessor to provide an assessment for the common areas since they are not “individually assessed.”  The assessment becomes part of the units themselves.  Mayor Cioppettini stated that he and Ms. Orban Brown will ensure that the Tax Collector is aware of all of this.
Chairman Giordano asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  A motion was made, and it was seconded at 8:38 pm.  All agreed.  Motion carried.
Respectively submitted,

Beth Foley

Planning Board Secretary
