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MINUTES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 21, 2013



Mayor Merkt called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and asked for roll call.  Upon roll call:  


ROLL CALL  
[bookmark: _GoBack]PRESENT:	Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Link, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mayer,
ABSENT:	Mr. Pierson, Mr. Perri, Chairman Giordano
Others present:


SALUTE THE FLAG


ADEQUATE NOTICE of this meeting of the Mendham Township Planning Board was given as follows:  Notice was sent to the Daily Record, the Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 22, 2013 and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 22, 2013.

MINUTES
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes to the June 19, 2013 meeting.    

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mayer
ABSTAIN:  Mr. D’Emidio

Ms. Thomas arrived at 7:32 pm

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT
61 Schoolhouse Lane
Block 125, Lot 25

Ms. Cofoni of The Buzak Law Group began by stating that the resolution before the Board would allow the execution of a Stipulation of Settlement.  She reviewed the case and stated that it has been dismissed without prejudice.  It can be opened by either party prior to November 30, 2013 and assuming that the Board authorizes the execution of the Stipulation of Settlement at the next meeting, there will be a hearing with the revised plans, which will focus on the amendments to the plans.  The Board may then vote at that time as to the revised submission.  Terms of the Stipulation of Settlement are clear and detail the two revisions that need to be made to the plans in order to satisfy at least the settlement and the Board is not under any restraints as to how to vote.

Mayor Merkt asked for a motion to approve the Resolution executing the Stipulation of Settlement.  Mr. D’Emidio made a motion, and it was seconded by Mrs. Link.  

Mr. D’Emidio stated that he was not in attendance at the last Planning Board meeting and also at the meeting where the application was denied and clarified that the Stipulation of Settlement is an agreement by the Board to approve the application by making the proposed dwelling smaller so that there is no violation of the steep slope ordinance.  Ms. Cofoni stated that there will be some disturbance to sleep slopes but only as permitted by the ordinance and that there is no agreement to approve the application.

Mr. D’Emidio also brought up the issue of the clearance of trees and that Mendham Township must grant an easement to allow for the clearance of trees for purposes of the right-of-way.  Ms. Cofoni stated this is subject to town approval.  If the town denies this, the applicant then would not be obligated to do this and would only need to clear the trees that are in control of his property.  The Tree Committee would determine this.

After Mr. D’Emidio asked Chairman Giordano’s current stance on the application, Ms. Cofoni stated that the Chairman has reviewed it and is in agreement with the Stipulation Settlement as it is written.

Mrs. Link stated that the two issues that were of concern to the members who denied the application originally were the steep slopes and the sight distance.

Mr. D’Emidio confirmed that if approved and the applicant moves forward, the historic house (Alward House) would then be preserved with a new municipal boundary line between the Morris Township and Mendham Township.  There would also be two lots created.

Mr. Smith asked if this approval would guarantee the preservation of the Alward House.  Ms. Cofoni responded that it would most likely allow for the preservation of the Alward House since it would now be on a smaller lot as a result of the subdivision.  She went on to say that there are certain conservation requirements that were imposed by Morris Township.  However, none of this is a guarantee.  There were some questions regarding the size of the septic, and Ms. Cofoni stated that the applicant will be submitting revised plans, which should answer many questions along with serving public notice so members of the public should be present at the next meeting.  She also stated that the applicant will be submitting two checks – one for regular escrow and one for what is due from past professional fees.  

Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Link, Mr. D’Emidio, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mayer
NAYES:  None

A motion was made to open the meeting to the public, and it was seconded.  All agreed.  A motion was made to close the meeting to the public, and it was seconded.  All agreed.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was duly made and seconded at 7:38 pm.  All agreed.


Respectively Submitted,

Beth Foley
Planning Board Secretary





	
