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MINUTES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 19, 2013


Vice Chairman Pierson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and asked for roll call.  Upon roll call:  


ROLL CALL  
PRESENT:	Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mayer,
ABSENT:	Mr. D’Emidio
Others present:	

SALUTE THE FLAG


ADEQUATE NOTICE of this meeting of the Mendham Township Planning Board was given as follows:  Notice was sent to the Daily Record, the Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 22, 2013 and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk on January 22, 2013.

MINUTES
Motion to accept the minutes to the February 20, 2013 and March 20, 2013 meeting was made by Mayor Merkt and seconded by Mrs. Link.  Motion carried.


DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Wendover Farm Partners, L.P. – Extension of Time
Resolution – PB-13-04
Minor Subdivision & Variance Application
Block 103, Lots 5, 6 and 6.01

Mr. Tom Malman from the law firm Day Pitney made an appearance for the record on behalf of Wendover Farm, L.P.  Mr. Malman began by saying that he is requesting an extension of the minor subdivision that was granted in 2012 and gave a brief history of the original application.  Mr. Malman went on to say that Wendover Farm is a limited partnership that the de Neufville family controls. The family owns property on Pleasant Valley Road (roughly 40 acres) with the neighboring parcels owned by Burton and Mary How.  Both parties would like to put the property into farmland preservation.  The application before the Morris County Farmland Board has been approved but has not yet closed, which is why the applicant is requesting another extension.

The Mendham Township Planning Board previously approved a minor lot adjustment to shift the interior lot line between the two lots, which was done at the request of the Morris County Farmland Board in order to demonstrate that the How property could be subdivided into two lots.  He went on to say that a minor subdivision needs to be perfected within 190 days after it is approved, which presents an issue with this application since the subdivision has not yet been perfected.  Mr. Malman requested an extension of time by the Planning Board until the end of August in order to perfect the subdivision.  He expects to close with the County in July whereby the subdivision would then be perfected at the County closing along with the establishment of the conservation easements on both lots.

After Mrs. Link questioned whether the extension, if granted, would be enough time for the subdivision perfection, Mr. Malman responded that he has been in contact with the County Counsel and that there is a Freeholder’s meeting on July 14th at which time the closing is expected to be authorized.

Ms. Cofoni commented that a draft resolution was drawn granting the third extension of time, and if the Board was so inclined to approve the extension of time, the resolution could be voted upon without having to memorialize it.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Malman stated that Wendover Farm does not actually have DEP approval.  There is an amended approval that allows deed restrictions on the property, which indicates that it could not be developed until the DEP permits are obtained.  He went on to say that DEP permits would be obtained in the future when the lots are developed.  There was some further discussion regarding the DEP permits for Wendover Farms and wording in the resolution was amended to reflect that the applicant is currently seeking the completion of the farmland preservation transaction.  DEP approvals are not being sought at this time, and the resolution was amended to reflect this.

Mrs. Link made a motion to approve the Resolution PB-13-04, and it was seconded by Ms. Thomas.

Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith
NAYES:  None
ABSTAIN:  Mr. Mayer

Chairman Kevin Giordano and Mr. Perri arrived at the meeting at 7:43 pm.


ORDINANCE 2013-03 – ZONING MAP

Mrs. Link explained that the zoning map has changed slightly because of the new zoning of the Mosle property, St. John the Baptist.  


A motion was made by Mrs. Link that the Ordinance is not inconsistent with the Master Plan and seconded by Mr. Pierson.

Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano
NAYES:  None
ABSTAIN:  None

ORDINANCE 6-2013
21-6.4 – Undersized Accessory Structures
21-6.5 – Building Height

Chairman Giordano explained that 21-6.4 addresses the placement of accessory structures in various zones whereby the setback and side lot lines is one half of the applicable side yard setback required for the principle structure.  He went on to explain 21-6.5, Building Height, whereby the average finished grade shall be computed by averaging spot grade elevations at no greater than 15-foot intervals along a line that is 10 feet distant and parallel to the outer perimeter of the structure in order to obtain a better area of the base to then measure the height of the structure.

A motion was made by Mr. Perri to approve Ordinance 6-2013 and seconded by Mrs. Link.



Upon roll call:

AYES:  Mayor Merkt, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Link, Mr. Smith Mr. Perri, Mr. Mayer, Chairman Giordano
NAYES:  None
ABSTAIN:  None

Ms. Cofoni next referred to the resolution which would allow the Planning Board to enter into a Closed Session to discuss pending litigation entitled “Dempsey vs. Mendham Township Planning Board, Docket No. PAS-L-405-13 PW

A motion was made by Ms. Thomas to adopt Resolution PB-13-05 and seconded by Mrs. Link.  All agreed. Motion passed.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made to open the meeting to the public, and it was seconded.  All agreed.  A motion was made to close the meeting to the public, and it was seconded.  All agreed.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was duly made and seconded at 8:43pm.  All agreed.


Respectively Submitted,

Beth Foley
Planning Board Secretary





	
