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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM
September 22, 2015 - 7:30 p.m.

Mayor Baumann called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL: 	
	Mr. Cioppettini            Present
	Mrs. Orban Brown      Present
	Mrs. Thomas  		Present
	Mr. Tolley 		Present
	Mayor Baumann	Present		

Also Present:  John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney 
Mary Beth Zichelli, Township Clerk     
        
SALUTE TO THE FLAG
STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE:
Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Daily Record, Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 6, 2015. Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.
             Official action may be taken.
     
 	COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Committee-Mr. Tolley stated they had a very extensive meeting relative to    refunding bonds and the committee is also working on the rates for Mendham Sewer East and West.
Police Committee – Mr. Cioppettini told the committee that he and the Mayor had asked the Chief for some information and will report on it at the next meeting
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Mrs. Orban Brown asked that the proclamation of Sarah Dean Link be read at the next TC meeting.  It was recently read at the Planning Board meeting
· The Brookside Bridge project is expected to begin on or around November 1st.  The good news is, the road will be closed for no more than three weeks. 
· Shredder Day-September 26th 8:30-12 noon in the Town Hall Parking lot
· Brush pick up is scheduled for October 5th,  please see our website for details
· Passing of Elizabeth Tomkins
· October 13th meeting is not the usual night due to Columbus Day

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Seeing no one wished to speak, the Mayor went onto the next item on the agenda

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING
Ordinance 2015-10 was introduced and passed on first reading on September 8th
             ORDINANCE 2015-10
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A MID-BLOCK CROSSWALK
      ON COREY LANE, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM,
      COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Mrs. Thomas moved to adopt ordinance 10-2015 on second reading, seconded by Mr.     Cioppettini.
Mayor Baumann opened the Ordinance for discussion and public comment.
Rick Blood, 32 Tingley Road, asked why the town had to pay for the crosswalk, since         the only ones benefitted are the members of the Mendham Golf and Tennis Club.
Seeing no one else wished to speak, Mayor Baumann called for a motion.
A roll call vote was taken:
Ayes: Organ Brown, Thomas, Trolley, Baumann, Cioppettini
Nayes: none 
Abstain: none
 Absent: none
NEW BUSINESS
Ordinance for First reading
ORDINANCE 2015-11 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, INC. TO PERMIT THE CONSTRUCTION, EXPANSION AND MAINTENANCE OF WATER FACILITIES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM IN ORDER TO FURNISH WATER SERVICE WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS SISTERS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ON MOSLE ROAD (Block 5 Lot 6) 
Mrs. Thomas motioned to pass on first reading and seconded by Mrs. Orban Brown.
Mr. Cioppettini asked why we would not get any compensation in return.  Mr. Mills said he is not familiar with water utilities, but there is no harm in asking. He also stated that the repopulating of the St. John’s property will in itself give back revenue to the town.
Mrs. Thomas wanted to clarify that this ordinance was contingent on the developments approval.
Mr. Tolley stated that although Mr. Cioppettini’s suggestion is laudable, it is beneficial to the community to supply water to residents.
Mayor Bauman suggest that this ordinance be delayed and since the ordinance does not show it is dependent on the approval of the St. John’s property.
Mrs. Thomas withdrew her motion and Mrs. Orban Brown withdrew her second motion and is tabled until October 13th meeting.
	
	 
          ORDINANCE 2015-12
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, INC. TO APPROVE THE ASSIGNMENT TO NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY OF THE FRANCHISE HERETOFORE ISSUED TO ROXITICUS WATER COMPANY
Mrs. Thomas motioned to pass on first reading and seconded by Mrs. Orban Brown.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Thomas asked about the rates and how will they be able to help the residents of Roxiticus, and suggested we have something in writing regarding the rates. Mayor Baumann asked about the rates. It was agreed that clarification was needed regarding the rates.  Mr. Mills stated that the rates should be conforming to the existing rates and Mr. Tolley agreed that the rates would be regulated with the BPU. Mr. Cioppettini asked whether NJAW would be paying a fee for being granted the franchise. Mr. Mills said he would look into whether a fee is appropriate.
Mr. Tolley suggested asking NJAW for a clarification of rates and also asked why the ordinance couldn’t be passed on first reading.  Mrs. Thomas said the adoption will be dependent on the answers from NJAW. 
 A roll call vote was taken:
 Ayes: Orban Brown, Thomas, Tolley, Baumann, 
 Nayes: Cioppettini 
 Abstain: none
 Absent: none
The Second reading, Public hearing and final adoption will take place on October 13th.


 Resolutions
              
              RESOLUTION 2015-126
 APPOINTING ROCCO DIGREGORIO TO THE POSITION OF PATROLMAN 
      IN THE MENDHAM TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
              Mr. Cioppettini, moved to approve, seconded by Mrs. Thomas
              A roll call vote was taken:
               Ayes: Orban Brown, Cioppettini, Thomas, Tolley
               Nayes:  none 
               Abstain: none
               Absent: Baumann

              RESOLUTION 2015-127
               RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE
               MORRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND
	 Mr. Tolley moved to approve, seconded by Mrs. Thomas
              A roll call vote was taken:
               Ayes: Orban Brown, Cioppettini, Thomas, Tolley, Baumann
               Nayes:  none 
               Abstain: none
               Absent: Baumann




	RESOLUTION 2015-128
	HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
	Mrs. Thomas moved to approve, seconded by Mrs. Orban Brown.
Mr. Cioppettini commented that Mr. Thomas put a lot of time in preparing this plan and the Committee appreciates it.  It was suggested to put this on our website.
              A roll call vote was taken:
               Ayes: Orban Brown, Cioppettini, Thomas, Tolley, Baumann
               Nayes:  none 
               Abstain: none
               Absent: none

      RESOLUTION 2014-129
              APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A
           GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
            FOR THE COLD HILL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
              Mr. Cioppettini moved to approve, seconded by Mrs. Orban Brown
               A roll call vote was taken:
                Ayes: Orban Brown, Cioppettini, Thomas, Tolley, Baumann
                Nayes:  none 
                Abstain: none
                Absent: none


RESOLUTION 2015-130
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS	
	Mrs. Orban Brown moved to approve, seconded by Mr. Cioppettini.
Mrs. Orban Brown suggested the inspectors have a more precise form for keeping track of their mileage and was going to give them a sample.
             A roll call vote was taken:
              Ayes: Orban Brown, Cioppettini, Thomas, Tolley, Baumann
              Nayes:  none 
              Abstain: none
              Absent: none

 DISCUSSION   
Access to Pitney property – Mrs. Zichelli explained that there are people who want to visit Pitney for various reasons, but Mr. Read is concerned about the safety factor.  Mr. Mills stated he would have a Hold Harmless agreement for interested parties, but there should still be someone from the Township accompany them.
Mrs. Thomas asked that a certain day a month be chosen, so Mr. Read or Mrs. Zichelli are not inconvenienced too much.
CFO search- Mr. Cioppettini told the Committee that he has been in touch with the   Canning Group and they hope to have some candidates soon.  
Administrator Search- Mrs. Orban Brown has been working on an ad and asked for the Committee’s input. She would like to get it posted as soon as possible.
Mendham Sewer East- Mayor Baumann stated that the Committee had an earlier meeting regarding the finances of repairing Mendham Sewer East.  He stated that the Committee will be working with the engineering company to decide what to do and a meeting them will be planned as soon as possible.
Videotaping budget – Mrs. Orban Brown commented that the Township is over budget for videotape editing, due to longer meetings and videotaping of the finance meetings.  Mrs. Orban Brown suggested that the Committee offer a CD of the meeting if a resident asks for it or upload the audio to the website until the new (2016) budget allocates funding for videotape editing. 
Mr. Tolley stated that the Committee should be making a value judgement as to what is important to the residents.
Mrs. Thomas stated that the TC worked hard to promote transparency and would not like to see the videotaping be stopped.	

 OPEN ITEMS
LOSAP review –Mrs. Orban Brown stated that it was found that some towns were not keeping track of LOSAP properly and wanted to make sure Mendham Township was in compliance. She asked that a meeting be set up with the LOSAP administrators regarding the process.
Municipal Court- Mayor Baumann asked that shared services be discussed for the Court system.  Mr. Tolley commented that we tried before, but doesn’t mean we cannot try again. Mayor Baumann asked that this item be kept open.
Recreation Update: Mrs. Orban Brown asked whether surrounding towns had been polled regarding their recreation fees. She asked that the recreation director attend the October 27 meeting and give a report on Recreation YTD.
Mrs. Thomas said that Mr. Wright will email a memo regarding fees and the trust fund 
and if it is not clear we will ask him to come to the October 27 meeting.
Pitney Farm- next steps: Mayor Bauman stated the Friends of Pitney asked for the TC    to articulate and clarify what the next steps are.
Mr. Mills said if it is the sentiment of the TC is to lease the property, there should be a showing of some sort of fiscal depth on behalf of tenant.  Although the Committee has discussed finances of Pitney over the last few years, they have never gotten down to hard dollars. Mr. Mills suggested the Pitney people come forward with a financial plan and at the same time move forward with rezoning and sell property.  
Mr. Tolley asked that whatever group plans to take over the Pitney Property, must have clear plan, clear purpose and not a free form open ended plan.  A very specific, solid business plan is essential.

        


HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Warren Gisser, 39 Main Street wanted to confirm that someone took ownership of an October 9th deadline for the Sewer East facility and also asked about the rezoning ordinance. He was told the rezoning is on for second reading on October 27th.
Rick Blood, 32 Tingley Road, asked for permission to the Ice House on the Pitney   property.  After much discussion whether it was safe or not to enter the house, Mr. Mills 
stated he would have anyone interested in going through it sign a Hold Harmless Agreement to protect the Township.
Mr. Blood also asked if there was a consultant other than the company overseeing the facility.  The Mayor advised him there was an engineering company that has already done a study.
Sam Fairchild, 3 Cherry Lane, questioned the absence of policy with respect to the recovery of costs from franchisees for capital expenditures and suggested the Township make a standard policy regarding future franchises. 

       RESOLUTION 2015-131
 AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC
 Mr. Tolley moved to approve, seconded by Mrs. Thomas
              A roll call vote was taken:
               Ayes: Orban Brown, Cioppettini, Thomas, Tolley, Baumann
               Nayes:  none 
               Abstain: none
               Absent: none

      EXECUTIVE SESSION
 Contract

     ADJOURNMENT
The Township Committee meeting went into Executive Session at 9:35, which then recessed back to open session at 9:50, whereupon a motion to adjourn was passed.

						
Respectfully submitted,

				Mary Beth Zichelli
					             Township Clerk
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