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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  -  TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

REGULAR MEETING

JULY 24, 2012

Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.
ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini

Present (entered at 8:30 p.m.)
Mr. Merkt

Present
Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present


  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

PRESENTATION -  POLICE DEPARTMENT STAFFING

Police Chief Steve Crawford thanked the Township Committee for handling a recent complaint efficiently and professionally. Chief Crawford explained the current staffing level and how staffing with 14 officers has affected the unit. He stated that the department can run effectively and efficiently and the safety of the town is not compromised with 14 officers. He noted that the department also lost a secretary in 2011; however, stated that the two remaining secretaries have efficiently picked up the extra work. 
The meeting was opened to hearing persons present.

Chris Baumann, 2 Lindsey Court

Mr. Baumann thanked the Chief for the Department’s involvement at the Brookrace Community. He noted that since 1996 five studies have been completed regarding a shared service police department. He asked if the Committee was considering an additional study.

Mayor Tolley stated that the Township is meeting with Mendham Borough and other communities to discuss police issues; however, there is no plan to conduct a study.

Dan Williams, Boundary Oak Lane
Mr. Williams stated that the tape from the police incident demonstrated the officers’ patience and professionalism. He stated that he was recently stopped because the lights on his license plate were out and noted that the officer was pleasant and courteous. 

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt stated that the Chief’s confident tone reassured him that the Department is adequately staffed. He noted that the Police Department is always professional when working with other emergency services departments.
Russ McCabe, 16 Carriage Hill Drive

Mr. McCabe questioned if the number of police incidents is balanced though out the day. Chief Crawford stated that service calls are usually received during the day, while night calls include issues such as domestic violence, drunk driving and burglary. He said that incidents are well balanced throughout the day, which is handled by having two officers on duty.

Tim Timpson, 22 East Main Street

Mr. Timpson noted that he was thankful for police help when he required an ambulance. 

Peter Dumovic, 3 Shelton Road

Mr. Dumovic thanked the Chief for the Department’s actions, noting that he always feels safe at home and in the community. 

There being no further comment, hearing persons present was closed. 

Mayor Tolley questioned if there had been an increase in burglaries lately. Chief Crawford stated that while Morris Township has experienced recent burglaries he would not consider it a “rash”. He encouraged residents to report suspicious activity. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting Minutes – July 9, 2012

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from July 9, 2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members present voted to approve.



Executive Session Minutes – July 9, 2012

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from July 9, 2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

a. Property Maintenance Ordinance

Mr. Mills noted that the revised Ordinance addresses abandoned properties and reviewed the process of enforcement. 
Mr. Merkt stated that the Ordinance presents a reasonable response to the problem. Mr. Strobel said he was satisfied with the checks and balances of the process. The Committee agreed to place the Ordinance on the next agenda for introduction.

Mayor Tolley asked Mr. Mills for an update regarding the dog ordinance. Mr. Mills distributed the most recently proposed Ordinance. He suggested placing a limit on the number of dogs, but noted that it was an unpopular solution in the past. Mayor Tolley asked Mr. Mills to thoroughly define a kennel in the next draft. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mr. Strobel held his report for Mr. Cioppettini’s arrival. 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Christine Cifelli, 1 Southern Slope Terrace
Ms. Cifelli was present on behalf of her neighbor to discourage limits on the number of dogs permitted. She noted that her neighbor currently has five dogs, but would be forced to give some up or obtain a kennel license if the proposed ordinance was passed. She questioned if residents could be grandfathered from new restrictions. Mr. Mills stated that grandfathering would not be an applicable legal principal. He added that it may be a matter of fine tuning the number of dogs allowed per acre.  
Mayor Tolley stated that the Committee does not plan on taking aggressive action, but will continue to look for a solution to the problem. 

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt stated that the sounds system is not adequate. Regarding the dog ordinance, he stated that he is troubled that people would have the right to tell their neighbors how to use their property, adding that one instance should note effect the entire Township.

Dan Williams, Boundary Oak Lane

Mr. Williams noted affordable housing funds that are available. It was clarified that the Township does not have access to those funds. There was discussion regarding affordable housing funds.

Tim Timpson, 22 East Main Street

Mr. Timpson noted that the County Sherriff’s Department conducted bomb drills in the Township and stated that residents should be notified. He also stated that the Post house is in poor condition. Mr. Mountain stated that construction on the property is scheduled to start this month and the matter will be discussed with the engineer.  
There being no further comment, hearing persons present was closed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

None

OLD BUSINESS 

Ordinance Public Hearing 

ORDINANCE 2012-06 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBERED 2012-03 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY FINALLY ADOPTED APRIL 24, 2012 IN ORDER TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT.

Mayor Tolley read the Ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There was a brief discussion regarding the safety precautions taken to ensure the safety of residents. The meeting was opened to hearing person present. There being no comment, hearing persons present was closed. All members present voted to approve.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolutions



RESOLUTION 2012-123



AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-124

EXTENDING GRACE PERIOD REGARDING PAYMENT OF THIRD QUARTER 

2012 PROPERTY TAX

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-125

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY RIDER FOR A MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT PROGRAM   

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-126

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY RIDER FOR POLICE OFF DUTY TRUST FUND

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members present voted to approve.

Mr. Cioppettini entered the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

RESOLUTION 2012-127

ESTABLISHING DATES FOR HUNTING FROM TREE STANDS ON 

TOWNSHIP OWNED NATURAL AREAS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-128

RELEASE DRIVEWAY BOND – BLOCK 125, LOT 3.14

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-129

CONSENTING TO PROPOSED WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-130

AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF THE EQUIPMENT LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MUNICIPAL CAPITAL CORPORATION FOR THE LEASE OF A SAVIN MP C4502 DIGITAL COPIER FOR THE MENDHAM TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-131

AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION TO THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-132

AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 


Personnel  -  Salary Resolution

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Strobel attended the mayors meeting to relay the Township‘s decision regarding the feasibility study. The primary issue discussed was the inclusion of a mega K-12 district in the study. According to Chester Board of Education Representative Kerri Wright advancing a mega K-12 district to the County Superintendent requires vote of three of the four school districts and three of the five towns. Each town must then vote to approve the proposed district. Mr. Strobel stated that it’s therefore almost impossible to get the K-12 district approved without every town agreeing. 
Ms. Wright later clarified that the vote isn’t by town but by constituent school district. Mr. Strobel said that Vito Gagliardi confirmed that it would be impossible to form a K-12 without the support of each of the towns. 
Mr. Strobel reported that Washington Township, Chester Township and Mendham Borough voted to include a mega K-12 district in the study. Chester Borough voted not to include the option in the study; however, Mayor Davis planned to ask the Council to vote again and expressed believe that they will change their course. 

Mr. Merkt questioned why the option should be included in the study if there’s no chance of it succeeding. Mr. Strobel believed the same held true for several other options, such at establishing two K-12 districts. 

Mr. Strobel stated that Mendham Borough Mayor Neil Henry suggested that Mendham Township should not participate in choosing a vendor and identifying the scope of the study if they do not contribute to the cost. Mr. Strobel added that the mayors discussed two possible options for next meeting, including having three or four towns fund the study or each town sharing the funding of the options that it supports. 

Mayor Tolley stated that the Township is willing to host the next mayors’ meeting.

Mr. Cioppettini stated that Mendham Township does not need a study to show that a mega K-12 district would not be beneficial to the Township. 

Mr. Merkt confessed he was frustrated with the process. He stated that he was troubled that the K-12 mega district is being pushed for alternative reasons. He said the process seems to be an effort to force the idea on the Township. Mayor Tolley disagreed that the option was being forced on the Township, but was rather just a divergence in opinion.  
Mr. Strobel stated that the Committee’s prior decision rested on a faulty premise that the Township was at risk of ending up with a K-12 by simply studying the option. He reiterated that Mr. Gagliardi confirmed this was not true. Mr. Strobel added that Mendham Township is in minority and he was not convinced that any study will be funded at this point. He encouraged the Committee to approve the K-12 mega districts inclusion so the study can proceed. 
Mrs. Thomas stated that her decision was based on residents’ strong request not to study the option. She added that she does not believe the study will be stopped if the Township does not participate. 

Mr. Strobel stated that the Committee has been led around by a group of vocal residents, which has left the Committee in a position that may not be advancing the effort to address the funding formula. Mr. Strobel clarified that, while he does not support the mega K-12 district, he supports including it in the study in order to move forward.
Mayor Tolley suggested not demonizing those we don’t agree with and recognized that the towns will not always agree.

Mr. Merkt was concerned that the mega K-12 district will become the preferred option if included in the study, adding that it is irresponsible to support an option that they don’t support. Mr. Merkt was not comfortable with proceeding when the result could be damaging to the residents of the Township.

Mr. Cioppettini was troubled by the comments of the Mendham Borough Mayor. He believed Mayor Henry stated that no one from Mendham Township could participate if they do not fund the study. 
The mayors’ group moderator Christine Gorski noted that Washington Township did not support several items that were presented; however, still agreed to include them in the study in order to compromise. 

Ms. Gorski clarified that Kerri Wright was asked to explain the process in order to clear up confusion regarding the risks and results of the study. If the Township helps fund the study they will be able to participate in obtaining a consultant and overseeing the RFP. Ms. Write is currently preparing a flow chart of the process and organizing names of possible consultants.

Mr. Cioppettini questioned why consultants were already being considered and Ms. Gorski stated that it was for fact finding purposes. 
Ms. Gorski clarified that she does not represent Mendham Township, but the Committee itself. Her role is to moderate the process and make sure it moves forward with integrity.
Mayor Tolley asked Mr. Mountain to invite the Mendham Township School Board to the next Township Committee meeting. 

Mrs. Thomas noted handmade “no dogs allowed” signs at Mosle Preserve. Mr. Mountain clarified that the signs remain from when the Sisters owned the property and will be removed. Properties with limitations were discussed. Mr. Cioppettini suggested installing speed bumps at Mosle.  
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road
Mr. Merritt stated that he was disturbed by the Committee’s comments and talk of a conspiracy theory. He said no progress will be made unless the Township cooperates with neighboring towns. Mr. Merritt saw the study as an opportunity to learn about an option that that the Township does not believe it would support without the risk of it being forced upon the Township. He disagreed in walking away from the study because we disagree with the other towns. Mr. Merritt stated that he hoped to see more respect for our neighbors and representatives at future meetings. He supported learning about all the options.

Russ McCabe, Carriage Hill

Mr. McCabe recommended holding the mayors meeting at a different Township location due to the poor sounds system. Regarding the master plan for Mosle Preserve, he stated that the original plans should be viewed because residents were misled regarding property uses.  Mayor Tolley noted that no Committee can limit a future Committee’s ability to change the use. Only deed restrictions can limit property use. 
Denis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan noted that the original agreement was to only study option that every town agreed on. He stated that many residents rely in the vocal residents in town to speak up and disagreed that the town is run by a handful of individuals. 
Peter Dumovic, 3 Shelton Road

Mr. Dumovic stated that the Committee should be focusing on solving the problem of the funding inequity. He did not believe a feasibility study was needed since the entire educational system did not require fixing. 
Ron Sosna, 58 Lowerly Lane

Mr. Sosna stated that the Township will be left with no input because they walked away from the study. He stated that the funding formula is what must be addressed, adding that the Township should not give up the ability to control the elementary school. 

There being no further comment, hearing persons present was closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon motion duly made the Committee entered executive session at 9:50 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 10:10 p.m.

ADJOURN

Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk 



