TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  -  TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM
REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 9, 2012

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  -  TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

REGULAR MEETING

JULY 9, 2012

Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.
ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini
Present

Mr. Merkt

Present
Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present


  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

2ND QUARTER FINANCE REPORT – Tim Day

Mr. Day reviewed his Quarterly Budget Status Report. He stated that the Township has received two payments from FEMA from Hurricane Irene.

There was brief discussion on front-end payments and budget transfers. It was clarified that all FEMA paperwork has been submitted.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from June 11, 2012. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from June 11, 2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from June 26, 2012. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

a. Property Maintenance Ordinance

While Mr. Merkt recognized that the draft Ordinance was more condensed and focused, he still felt that enacting an Ordinance may not be necessary. 

Mr. Cioppettini voiced concern regarding enforcement.

Mr. Strobel proposed changes to the Ordinance and recommended creating a distinction between abandoned and occupied dwellings.  

Mayor Tolley agreed that the Ordinance should be directed toward abandoned properties. He outlined a strategy of enforcement, including visiting the property, mailing a certified letter, and laying out a timeframe in which action must be taken. Information would then be brought before the Committee to make a final decision regarding Township action. Mr. Merkt agreed that the approach was reasonable. 

There was discussion regarding properties that are considered blighted. 

Mayor Tolley asked Mr. Mills to refine the Committee’s comments and draft an Ordinance that targets abandoned properties.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Tolley commended the Mendham Borough Council for displaying support and attending the Township’s Fourth of July celebrations. He stated that it’s a positive sign that the towns are growing closer and urged the Committee to reciprocate by attending the Borough’s Labor Day Parade. 

Mr. Cioppettini commended Scout Patrick Ruvane for working to rehabilitate the Pitney gardens.   
Mayor Tolley noted that Mr. Strobel will present the Committee’s decisions regarding the high school study options at the next mayors’ meeting. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

There was no public comment. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OLD BUSINESS 

Ordinance Public Hearing 

ORDINANCE 2012-05 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

Mayor Tolley read the ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Upon motion duly made hearing persons present was open. There being no comments public comment was closed. Mr. Cioppettini recommended that, in the future, the Ordinance is reviewed by the Finance Committee before being presented for adoption. Mr. Merkt noted that the Ordinance sets salary ranges, not specific employee salaries. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Cioppettini voted against.
NEW BUSINESS

Ordinance Introduction 
ORDINANCE 2012-06 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBERED 2012-03 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY FINALLY ADOPTED APRIL 24, 2012 IN ORDER TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT.

Mayor Tolley read the ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. The ordinance is scheduled for 2nd reading and public hearing on July 24, 2012.
Resolutions



RESOLUTION 2012-114



AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. A bill from DCJ Academy was clarified for Mr. Strobel. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-115

AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-116

CERTIFICATION OF ANNUAL AUDIT

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-117

APPROVAL OF CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-118

ESTABLISH A GREEN TEAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that the Resolution memorializes the previous formation of the Advisory Committee. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-119

AUTHORIZATION OF SUSTAINABLE JERSEY GRANT APPLICATION

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. There was discussion regarding in-kind contributions. Mr. Mountain reviewed the Complete Streets program. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-120

MEMORIALIZE CLERK APPOINTMENT

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-121

AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 


Personnel - 
Police Personnel




Salaries

Sewer Utility Operating Contract

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-122

ESTABLISHING SALARIES – BROOKSIDE BEACH STAFF

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

No further comments.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon motion duly made the Committee entered executive session at 8:15 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 9:25 p.m.

ADJOURN

Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk 



