
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 
REGULAR MEETING 

  MAY 28, 2013 
 

Mayor Merkt called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.  
 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Baumann  Absent 
Mr. Strobel   Present 
Mrs. Thomas   Present  
Mr. Tolley   Present  

 Mayor Merkt  Present   
 

Also Present: John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney  
Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator  
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk  

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ADEQUATE NOTICE: Mrs. Potter read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting 
of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open 
Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the 
Daily Record on January 3, 2013; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township 
Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.  
 
RECOGNIZE NEW JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER – John Powers 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION PRESENTATION  
Main Street Bridge – Morris County Engineering Department 

Brian Caruso, Roslyn Khurdan, Steve Ragazzo and Eric Johnson presented the proposed design 
of the bridge. Sidewalks on each side will make the bridge slightly wider. During construction 
the bridge will be completed closed and traffic will be detoured.  
 
It was clarified for Mr. Tolley that the maps were to scale. It was stated that the guardrails can 
look pre-rusted; however, wood is no longer permissible.  
 
Mrs. Thomas felt that the additional 12 feet in width will make the bridge look too big for the 
middle of Brookside. It was noted that removing one sidewalk would reduce the width by two 
feet. It was noted that the sidewalk will be poured concrete because the bricks do not meet 
safety standards. Construction is scheduled to begin the summer of 2014 after July 4th. There 
was discussion regarding the right of way and the detour route. Mayor Merkt suggested 
working with the Police Department for the most economical route. Mr. Strobel suggested 
installing a footpath over the stream. It was noted that permission from the Community Club 
would be required.  
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The meeting was opened to hearing persons present 
 
Norm Preston, West Main Street 
Mr. Preston stated that it is imperative to have the utility work completed before bridge 
construction begins.   
 
Greg Schrader, 1 West Main Street 
Mr. Schrader was concerned with flood control and it was verified that the changes will cause 
no detrimental effects to the water level. Mr. Schrader felt the stone wall was a visual intrusion 
and it was noted that guardrail is the only alternative. He questioned the impact on fire and 
rescue response time. Mayor Merkt agreed it was a concern and stated the issue will be 
examined.  
 
Denis Menton, 2 Ward Drive  
It was clarified that the reconstructing the existing bridge is not feasible due to severe 
deterioration. As interim President of the Community Club, Mr. Menton stated that the parking 
area must be empty at night and on weekend to accommodate social events and weddings held 
at the Community Club. He agreed that a footpath could be placed. The possibility of using the 
municipal building parking lot as a staging area was discussed.  
 
Pat Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street 
Ms. Zimmerman recommended using the same stone as the East Main Street Bridge for 
continuity. She also supported narrowing the bridge to prevent speeding, adding that he rural 
character should be maintained. She suggested installing speed bumps. County representatives 
state that speed bumps could be installed at the Township’s discretion.  
 
Nick Monaghan, 21 West Main Street 
Mr. Monaghan noted that the recent bridge construction in Bernardsville had a very fast 
turnaround. It was noted that the Brookside Bridge has a much smaller budget and shorter 
planning time.  
 
Bob Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street 
Mr. Zimmerman reiterated that the bridge should not be widened due to speeding traffic. 
 
Jesse Smith, 2 West Main Street 
Mr. Smith was concerned with increased emergency services response time as well as limited 
sight distance caused by the stone walls.  
 
Greg Schrader, 1 West Main Street 
Mr. Schrader agreed that the height of the stone wall will decrease sight distance. It was noted 
that the wall will be made as low as possible.  
 
There being no further comment hearing persons present was closed.  
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Mr. Mountain stated that he will provide feedback to the County and schedule a follow-up 
discussion.  
 
Mr. Tolley recommended contacting the school to gauge possible impact on student 
transportation. Mayor Merkt suggested eliminating a sidewalk to narrow the bridge.      

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Merkt called for a motion to move the regular meeting minutes from May 13, 2013. Mrs. 
Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve, except Mayor 
Merkt abstained. 

 
Mayor Merkt called for a motion to move the executive session meeting minutes from May 13, 
2013. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve, 
except Mayor Merkt abstained. 

 
DISCUSSION 

Zoning Board of Adjustment Annual Report 
It was noted that accessory structures and height of a structure are currently on the agenda for 
Ordinance adoption. The remaining items will be discussed at the next meeting.   

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mrs. Thomas noted that there will be a picnic at Pitney Farm on June 9, 2013.  
 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
There being no comment hearing persons present was closed.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Merkt stated that Patriots Race is scheduled for June 22, 2013. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Ordinance Introduction 
ORDINANCE 6-2013 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM AMENDING CHAPTER 21, 
SECTIONS 21-6.4 AND 21-6.5; AND AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “HEIGHT OF 
STRUCTURE’ 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Tolley seconded. All members present voted to approve. This Ordinance is scheduled for public 
hearing and adoption on June 10, 2013. 
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Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 2013-73 

 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 
Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve. 

 
 

RESOLUTION 2013-74 
APPROVING 2012 LOSAP ELIGIBILITY LIST 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel made a motion to 
table the resolution in order to have enough voting members present. Mayor Merkt seconded. 
All members present voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-75 
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF BUILDING PERMIT FEE 
DEVITO ROOFING 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-76 

 AUTHORIZING CHANGE IN MONETARY AMOUNT  
OF BROOKSIDE BEACH CHANGE FUND 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-77 
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC 

Matters pertaining to: 
  Personnel   - Police 
    Finance/ Public Works 
  Contracts    -    India Brook Kennel Interlocal Agreement 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve. 

 
DISCUSSION 
Mayor Merkt stated that the impact of bridge construction on emergency response times is a 
valid concern. Mr. Mountain will inquire about possible impact to the fire department, first aid 
squad and police.  
 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Norm Preston, West Main Street 
Mr. Preston stated that the stone walls may cause drivers to slow down and stop in order to 
gain necessary sight distance.  
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Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street 
The rental income of the Pitney property was discussed.   

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon motion duly made the Committee entered executive session at 9:15 p.m.  

 
The Committee returned from executive session at 10:10 p.m.  

 
ADJOURN  
Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk   


