
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 29, 2014 
 

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey. 
 
ROLL CALL: Mr. Baumann  Present 

Mr. Merkt  Present 
Mr. Strobel  Present 
Mr. Tolley  Present  
Mayor Thomas Present  
 
Also Present:   John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney  

Amey Upchurch, Interim Township Administrator  
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk  

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 
ADEQUATE NOTICE:  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the 
Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  
Notice was given to the Daily Record, Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 7, 2014. 
Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the 
Township Clerk. 
 
RECAP ON POST EXECUTIVE SESSION ACTIONS  
Two resolutions were approved after executive session. Resolution 2014-62 approved 
settlements of real property tax appeals and Resolution 2014-63 authorized a contract with the 
Canning Group, LLC. 
 
2014 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

The 2014 Municipal Budget was approved by the Township Committee on March 25, 
2014. A summary of the budget was published in the Daily Record on April 15, 2014. 
Copies of the budget were made available for public inspection in the Morris County 
Library, the Mendham Township Library and the Township Clerk’s Office.  
 
Chief Financial Officer Tim Day reviewed the difference between the two caps. Auditor 
Kathi Mantell noted that the Committee has always been very conservative and 
considerate of residents regarding increasing taxes. Overall, the finances of the 
Township are very good.  
 
Upon motion made and seconded the meeting was open to the public. There being no 
comments, public comment was closed.  
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Mr. Merkt complimented those involved in preparing the budget. It is a responsible 
budget, and unanticipated storms and large debt caused a need to increase taxes. Mr. 
Strobel agreed that the budget is disciplined and tight. He expressed disappointment 
that the volunteer groups couldn’t be fully compensated and encouraged the 
Committee to remember the volunteer groups in the future. Mr. Baumann added that 
the Township faced a dynamic environment this year and the Committee worked to 
optimize every dollar.  
 

RESOLUTION 2014-70 
ADOPTION OF 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET  

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
ORDINANCE 2-2014 
EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS  
& ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  

Mayor Thomas read the ordinance by title and called for a motion Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Tolley seconded. The meeting was open to the public. There being no comments, public hearing 
was closed. All members voted to approve.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Thomas called for a motion to move the regular meeting minutes from April 14, 2014. 
Mr. Merkt so moved and Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. 
Baumann abstained.  
 
Mayor Thomas called for a motion to move the executive session meeting minutes from April 
14, 2014. Mr. Strobel so moved and Mr. Tolley seconded. All members voted to approve, 
except Mr. Baumann abstained.  
 
DISCUSSION 

Fence Request – 6 Olmsted Lane 
It was recommended by the Township Engineer and code official to obtain a lot grading permit 
in order to evaluate the area. Once drainage concerns are discussed with the pool builder the 
engineer will present his recommendations. 
 
Mr. Tolley wanted to gauge the feelings of the Committee before making the property owner 
obtain a lot grading permit. Mr. Merkt had questions regarding plantings on the drainage 
easement and possible increased runoff.  
 
Mr. Mills noted that the land belongs to the property owner, therefor; the Committee would be 
authorized to approve a request if it can be accomplished without detriment to the Township. It 



TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM  

REGULAR MEETING  

APRIL 29, 2014 

 

3 
 

was verified that the trees were planted in the drainage easement two years ago, at which time 
the property owner was told he could do so.  
 
Mr. Marcello questioned the process and claimed that he was not originally informed that he 
needed a lot grading plan. The request will be reviewed with the code official to ensure that a 
lot grading permit is necessary.  

 
Ralston Playground  

The playground has been repaired and reopened.  
 

Pitney Risk Assessment  
There are 11 items that need to be examined and addressed in order to reduce the Township’s 
exposure. There was discussion regarding the underground storage tanks and security around 
the pool. The top priority is to secure the open space areas. The property inventory was 
discussed. Mr. Mills recommended sending a letter notifying the family that the items remain 
on the property at their risk.  
 
Mr. Merkt stated that, despite the financial implications and uncertainty of the long term 
objective of the property, the items must be addressed. 

 
State Health Benefit Waiver/ Election   

There are currently four employees who waive their health benefits. The possibility if granting 
waivers will be considered during budget discussions.  
 

Schiff Deer Fencing 
Mr. Baumann noted the letter from Schiff and requested more information regarding the 
location. Mr. Mills questioned if a fence permit is needed and added that the letter is a courtesy 
notice.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Chief Crawford updated the Committee on a recent response to a 9-1-1 call.  
 
Mayor Thomas announced recreation events. The Mendham Police Fishing Contest is scheduled 
for May 4th. She added that Mendham Borough Mayor Neil Henry revealed that the Council is 
not interested in having an open round table. There was discussion regarding police services. 
Mr. Tolley suggested working with the Borough to harmonize the master plans, adding that this 
was the first step to merging the Princetons.  

 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road 
Mr. Merritt noted that the Eagle Scouts often complete projects at Pitney, adding that the 
projects should be consistent with future plans. He recommended that the Mendhams still 
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share information and learning experiences. It was noted that there is a lot of “under the radar” 
communication. 
 
Diana Brown, Ironia Road 
It was clarified that the Pitney presentation was rescheduled for May 12th.  
 
Patricia Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street 
Mrs. Zimmerman was concerned about the aesthetics of the center of Brookside and 
encouraged the Committee to insist on placing the wires underground. She noted that the India 
Brook Bridge has historical significance and should be examined when replaced. 
 
There being no further comments, hearing persons present was closed.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Tolley noted that Helen Noble recently passed away. Ms. Nobel was a member of the First 
Aid Squad. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

Public Hearing 
ORDINANCE 5-2014 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF EASEMENTS  
BLOCK 127, LOTS 192 AND 192.02 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 

Mayor Thomas read the ordinance by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so 
moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. The meeting was open to the public. There being no comment, 
public hearing was closed. All members present voted to approve.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Ordinance Introduction 
  ORDINANCE 6-2014   

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION AND REVISION OF THE ORDINANCES 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; 
PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID CODE; REPEALING AND SAVING 
FROM REPEAL CERTAIN ORDINANCES NOT INCLUDED THEREIN; ESTABLISHING A 
PENALTY FOR ALTERING OR TAMPERING WITH THE CODE; AND MAKING 
CERTAIN CHANGES IN PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ORDINANCES 

Mayor Thomas read the ordinance by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so 
moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Tolley abstained. 
Second reading and public hearing is scheduled for May 12, 2014. 
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ORDINANCE 7-2014   
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM AMENDING CHAPTER 21, 
SECTION 4.5, SUBCHAPTER F “TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS AND 
ANTENNAS” 

Mayor Thomas read the ordinance by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mr. Merkt so 
moved. Mr. Tolley seconded. All members present voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel 
abstained. Second reading and public hearing scheduled for May 12, 2014. 

 
Proclamation 
SUPPORTING RESEARCH AND AWARENESS OF FOP (Fibrodysplasia Ossificans 
Progressiva) 

The proclamation was read by Mayor Thomas and acknowledged by the Committee.  
 
Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 2014-71 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. 
Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-72 
AUTHORIZING STATE TAX APPEAL REFUNDS 

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Tolley seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-73 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES BROOKSIDE BEACH STAFF FOR 2014 

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. 
Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-74 
ACCEPTING THE FIVE-YEAR VISION FOR MOSLE PRESERVE 

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Tolley seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-75 
AUTHORIZE PARKING EXPANSION PROJECT AT MOSLE PRESERVE 

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. 
Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-76 
AUTHORIZING JOSHUA MACKOFF TO COMPLETE AN APPRAISAL  
OF BLOCK 147, LOTS 16-24 AND BLOCK 149, LOT 3 
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Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Tolley seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2014-77 
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC 
Matters pertaining to: 
 Contract     – Pitney Rental Leases 
 Personnel  –  Salaries 
   Administration 
 Boards & Committees 

Mayor Thomas read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mr. 
Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
DISCUSSION 
Mr. Baumann noted an increase in air traffic. Mr. Merkt recommended sending inquiries to 
Congressman Frelinghuysen.  

 
OPEN ITEMS 
Due to the full schedule of the May 12 meeting Mayor Thomas asked that the high school 
budget presentation be rescheduled.  
 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road 
It was noted that the general code can be accessed through the Township website.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The Committee entered executive session at 9:30 p.m. 
 
The Committee returned from executive session at 10:45 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN  
Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m.  

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk  


