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Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini
Present




Mr. Merkt

Present

Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present


  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

ACKNOWLEDGE NEW JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER
Brian Wlazlowski was introduced as the newest junior firefighter to Brookside Engine Co. #1. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from April 9, 2012. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. Mr. Cioppettini made a correction to the adjournment time. All members voted to approve, except Mayor Tolley abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from April 9, 2012. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mayor Tolley abstained.

DISCUSSION

Draft Resolution Supporting Employment Initiative Program 

The resolution was tabled to the next meeting in order to allow Committee review. 

Mayor Tolley congratulated Mendham Borough Library on their 100 year anniversary. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Thomas noted a request from Recreation Director Lori Dent to amend the Brookside Beach party fees. The Committee authorized the changes. Mr. Mills stated that he will draft an Ordinance that will include language allowing future changes to be completed by Resolution. 

Mayor Tolley recommended keeping fees low and monitoring participants to determine if raising fees has an adverse impact. 

Mrs. Thomas clarified that the change includes different prices for members and non-members. The fee is used to pay lifeguards and other staff needed during parties. 

Mr. Strobel commented that the beach is a nice alternative to local indoor venues for children’s parties. He supported the fee structure. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt thanked Mr. Mountain for following up with his previous request to have the storm debris removed. He questioned the date of the budget public hearing. Mr. Mountain stated that second reading and public hearing will be held on May 14, 2012. The budget is currently posted on the Township website. There was a brief discussion regarding tree pruning. 

There being no further comment, hearing persons present was closed.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Cioppettini congratulated Mendham Township HSA on a successful table top luncheon fundraiser. 

Mayor Tolley noted that the library will host Shredder Day on Saturday, April 28, 2012.

OLD BUSINESS 

Ordinance Public Hearing

ORDINANCE 2012-02  -  EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS & ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

Mayor Tolley read the Ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. Mr. Mountain provided an explanation of the Ordinance. The meeting was opened to public comment. 
Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wowk questioned the amount which the cap was being exceeded and Mr. Mountain provided an exact dollar amount. 

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt asked for further explanation and Mr. Mountain explained that the money must still be part of the budget to be utilized and stated that the Township has never used the cap bank. 

Public comment was closed. All members voted to approve.
Ordinance 2012-03  -   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $1,084,000 THEREFOR INCLUDING $40,500 EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED AS A CLEAN ENERGY GRANT, $125,000 EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED AS A DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT AND $79,000 AVAILABLE AS CAPITAL SURPLUS, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $755,550 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.

Mayor Tolley read the Ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. The meeting was opened to public comment. 
Norm Preston, 12 West Main Street
Mr. Preston questioned if facility improvements included upgrades to the meeting room audio system. Mr. Mountain stated that funds must be used only for energy efficient improvement; however, there is a separate line item in the operating budget for audio upgrades. 

Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road
Mr. Mountain explained the bond sale process to Mr. Wowk.
Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road
Mr. Merritt welcomed the inclusion of new turnout gear for the firefighters since the town has been affected by several structure fires over the past several months. He asked for a summary of the Township’s outstanding debt and Mr. Mountain stated that a chart is on the website and a further explanation will be provided at the budget presentation. Mr. Merritt commented that the budget presentation should be made before the adoption of the Bond Ordinance. 
Public comment was closed. All members voted to approve.

NEW BUSINESS

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION FOR JOSHUA CHEN

Mayor Tolley congratulated Mendham Township elementary student Joshua Chen for receiving recognition for his article submitted to a statewide competition. 

Mayor Tolley announced that OEM Evan Thomas is being recognized for his dedication and volunteerism. 

Resolutions



RESOLUTION 2012-70  -  AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve.



RESOLUTION 2012-71  - AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE 
OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 


Contract negotiations – Lease Agreement India Brook Kennels


Personnel – 
Planning Board Appointment




Fire Prevention Official 





Township Planner




Recycling Coordinator

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Merkt commented that Mr. Merritt’s request to see current debt with the proposed bond ordinance should be kept in mind for future opportunities. 

Mr. Cioppettini stated that he was pleased with the K-8 School budget, which presented no tax increase. Regarding the high school, he believed the Board took his challenge seriously to introduce a future budget with no tax increase. Mr. Cioppettini noted that Mendham Township was receiving a 3.5% increase despite the 2% cap. He stated that other communities averaged a 1.75% increase, adding that the increase raises the subsidy given to Washington Township. 
Mr. Strobel responded that the school comparisons are unfair and the decrease in K-8 enrollment should be acknowledged. The K-8 school also faced no pressure to decrease class sizes. He stated that the characterization that the Board “got around” the 2% cap is misleading, adding that the increase is driven by the proportion of high school students to grade school students and is not something that the Board controls. Mr. Strobel added that while the subsidy is increasing, Washington Township residents pay a higher rate than Mendham Township residents. He agreed that the Board should be aiming to achieve a zero percent increase and supported efforts to fix the funding formula.
Mayor Tolley stated that the mayors have agreed to hold open meetings. The next meeting will be held May 10, 2012. He noted that all five mayors have been open and responsive.
Mrs. Thomas asked if Tim Day can start distributing monthly financial reports again and Mr. Cioppettini stated that he will follow up regarding the reports.  

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
No further public comments.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Committee entered executive session at 8:25 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 8:40 p.m.
RESOLUTION 2012-72  -  PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-73  -  APPOINT FIRE PREVENTION OFFICIAL

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-74  -  APPOINT TOWNSHIP PLANNER

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

ADJOURN

Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk 




