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Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini
Present



Mr. Merkt

Present

Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present 



  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from March 12, 2012. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from March 12, 2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

Energy Receipts Tax 

Mr. Mountain stated that the report provides an analysis of the gross franchise and receipts tax. The tax used to be collected on a local level, but is now a State collected tax. The report highlighted how revenues are being utilized to address State budget issues, causing the municipality’s tax portion of the revenue to dwindle. A comparison of what would have been received if the municipalities collected the tax versus funds collected at State level was noted. Mr. Mountain noted a model Resolution urging the legislation to change the way the revenue is being collected.
Mr. Cioppettini suggested preparing the Resolution for consideration for the next meeting. 
Mr. Strobel questioned if the phrase “promise to dedicate proceeds to municipal tax relief” could be strengthened. Mr. Mills was asked to review the wording.  
PRESENTATION 

Ralston Cider Mill Bridge
County Engineer Stephen Hammond and Christopher Statile presented new exhibits of the bridge to better demonstrate the design and scale. Mr. Statile read excerpts from the NJ Historic Bridge Survey which referenced the girders and the structure of the bridge present during the time period they are seeking to reflect. There was discussion regarding the length of the bridge and effects to the adjoining property owners. 
Mayor Tolley opened the meeting to public comment. 
Dennis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Degan stated his displeasure with the lack of time spent on the Woodland Road bridge compared to the multiple meetings conducted for the Ralston bridge. 

Pat Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street
The design was further clarified for Mrs. Zimmerman.
Ray Nadaskay, Mendham Road West

Mr. Nadaskay supported the opportunity to rehabilitate the structure and the bridge to reflect the historic importance of the Ralston area. He state that members of the Historic Preservation Committee and Trustees of the Ralston Cider Mill approved the design and encouraged Committee approval. Mr. Nadaskay also presented a statement from Patricia Maynard of 65 Old Mill Road who also supported the plan and reflected time period. 
Tim Timpson, East Main Street

Mr. Timpson questioned the necessity of such a long bridge. Mr. Statile stated that the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection will not approve a shorter bridge due to safety guidelines. He suggested possibly shortening the opposing guardrail to make the bridge shorter.  

Mr. Timpson stated that the bridge design is attractive. While he preferred an open bridge, he had no objection to the design. He noted that he preferred unpainted raw steel instead of the proposed green color. 

Mayor Tolley closed public hearing. 

Mrs. Thomas asked if they could have input on the color and Mr. Hammond verified that the girder could be left unpainted, if desired. Mrs. Thomas asked if a railing was a possibility and Mr. Statile stated that the girder is the strength of the structure. 

Mr. Nadaskay added that the girder is historically correct and noted other Township bridges that have been historically rehabilitated. 

Mayor Tolley stated that the presentation gave better representation of the bridge design. He stated that the design was appropriate for the area. 

Mr. Cioppettini was in favor of the design. Mr. Merkt acknowledged the historic context. He noted that the mix of materials is authentic, but would prefer wood guardrails. Mr. Thomas thanked Mr. Hammond and Mr. Statile for considering residents’ past comments. She supported the design and the present color scheme.   
Mr. Merkt made a motion to approve the bridge design and Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.
DISCUSSION

Correspondence requesting pool discharge ordinance

Mr. Mountain noted the redistributed letter requesting an Ordinance to regulate people emptying their swimming pools onto neighboring properties. 

Mr. Merkt requested viewing examples before considering action. Mr. Cioppettini suggested forming a small Committee to review the Ordinance and report the finding. Mrs. Thomas and Mr. Strobel were not in favor of additional regulations if they are not needed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Merkt reported that the budget will be introduced at the April 9, 2012 meeting. 
Mr. Strobel stated that a draft inventory, including maps and narratives, was presented at the recent Environmental Committee meeting. Completion of the inventory is targeted for late May. He noted that Clean-up Day will be held April 21 and electronic recycling will be held on May 12 at the Mendham Borough DPW. 

Mayor Tolley noted that the library conducted a very successful fundraising event with Governor Chris Christie.  

Mr. Cioppettini stated that the Lessons Learned Committee will present their finding at the April 24 meeting. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Tolley opened the meeting to hearing persons present. 

Cecilia Donato, 48 Ironia Road

Mrs. Donato stated that Ironia Road remains unpaved and asked for an estimated paving date. Mr. Mountain stated that the paving is scheduled for the summer of this year. 

Mrs. Donato stated that she supported Mr. Timpson’s suggestion to use unpainted rusted metal on the bridge since it keeps with the natural colors of the land. 
Denis Deegan, 12 Summit Road

Mr. Deegan suggested having the contractors present a model of the bridge design in the future, which will provide a better perspective of the design and size.

Mayor Tolley closed hearing persons present.

NEW BUSINESS

Ordinance Introduction

ORDINANCE 2012-01  -  AMENDING ORDINANCE 3-2011 ESTABLISHING BEACH 
    AND RECREATION ACTIVITY FEES

Mayor Tolley read the Ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. Mr. Mountain reviewed the changes. Mr. Cioppettini asked for a clear definition of “senior citizen” to be included. All members voted to approve. This ordinance is scheduled for 2nd reading and public hearing on April 9, 2012.

Resolutions


RESOLUTION 2012-55  -  AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-56  -  REFUND TAX DUPLICATE PAYMENTS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-57  -  REFUND STATE TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENTS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Cioppettini abstained.
RESOLUTION 2012-58  -  APPOINTING MEMBERS OF THE JOINT EMERGENCY     MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.
RESOLUTION 2012-59  -  APPROVE RAFFLE LICENSE – FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

    OF MENDHAM  

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.
RESOLUTION 2012-60  -  AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE 
     OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 


Police personnel 

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.


RESOLUTION 2012-61

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 
DISCUSSION
Mr. Cioppettini asked if CFO Tim Day could present his first quarterly report at the end of April. Mr. Mountain noted that Mr. Day will be present for the budget introduction. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

There was no further public comment. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Committee entered executive session at 9:05 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 9:25 p.m. 

ADJOURN

Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk 




