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Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini

Present



Mr. Merkt

Present

Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present 



  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

ACKNOWLEDGE NEW FIREFIGHTER
Brookside engine Company Lieutenant Dan Wood introduced new Junior Member, Zachary Webster.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from February 28, 2012. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from February 28, 2012. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

PRESENTATION 

Facilities Committee – Mosle Preserve Report

Facility Committee members Jerry Marcus, Pat Zimmerman, Norm Preston and Tom Endahl presented their research on the Mosle Preserve. It was noted that Mark Ungar could not attend the meeting. Mrs. Zimmerman gave an overview of how the report was prepared, noting that technical and legal matters were omitted. Instead, the Committee assessed the various facilities on the property and their current condition. 

Mr. Marcus reviewed the assets that were purchased with the property, such as soccer fields and a caretaker residence, and the improvements that have since been made, such as the addition of parking and a Little League Baseball filed. Mr. Marcus stated that the property currently has no revenue and only one operating expense, which is for the rental of portable toilets. 

Mr. Preston reviewed the current condition of the chapel, adding that the Facilities Committee felt that it is a building worth repairing. There was discussion regarding the age of the structure, which is unknown. 

Mayor Tolley questioned if there are limitations regarding the caretaker contract. Mr. Mountain clarified that it is a year to year contract requiring 60 day notice to make changes. While the agreement saves the town expenses, Mr. Mountain stated the long-term outcome should be evaluated, especially as recreational programs grow.

Mrs. Thomas stated that Mrs. Dent gave no indication that there are current scheduling issues. She asked if the Township paid for the supplies used to maintain the property. Mr. Mountain stated that the Township does not currently contribute to the cost of equipment or material. 

Mr. Preston reviewed the poor condition of the storage and maintenance building. It is currently not accessible to the public. Mr. Endahl noted his concern regarding safety and recommended placing a fence around the building until its use is determined. 

Mayor Tolley stated that corrective measures should be taken for the critical items. 

Mr. Preston stated that the Facilities Committee could not determine how to utilize the pool in a public situation; however, the main house is in decent condition. Mayor Tolley recommended removing the vines from the outside of the house. 

There was a brief discussion regarding the alternate exit. 

DISCUSSION

Land Use Pledge Resolution

Mr. Merkt stated that the language had been simplified and reviewed by Colin Harris. Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Tolley stated that he had a successful meeting with the mayors of the surrounding towns last week. There was a unanimous agreement that school involvement is needed and the school board members have been invited to join discussions. Mayor Tolley noted that future meetings will be open to the public so there can be full understanding of the process. 

Mr. Merkt stated that the Finance Committee has completed work on the budget and anticipates introduction on March 27, 2012. The Open Space Committee met to discuss stewardship of the town’s existing open space inventory and to review connecting properties that may be of interest in the future. The priority is to link existing open space. The Historic Preservation Committee made changes in the Post property plans. The recommendations were positive and the owner has already adopted some of the changes.
Mayor Tolley stated that he, Mr. Mountain and Historic Preservation Chair Ray Nadaskay met with the County regarding several bridge projects. There will be a public discussion on the Ralston Cider Mill Bridge at the next meeting.

Mrs. Thomas noted that Recreation Director Lori Dent is working to set a schedule for the fields and plans to reach out to the Chesters to unite field usage. The Recreation Committee is also looking to implement programs and mini camps at Brookside Beach. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Tolley announced that a fishing derby will be held May 6, 2012. He noted that Montclair University will be a public hearing site for Governor Christie’s budget. 

Mr. Cioppettini stated that over 225 tickets were sold for the Mendies and it was a wonderful community event. He congratulated the two high school fencing teams for a successful year.
Mrs. Tomas questioned if attendance was planned for the meeting regarding County flood funding. There was discussion on Township flood zones and if there is an option to contribute to the fund. Mr. Mountain recommended that a Committee member attend the meeting since it is a policy presentation. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Diana Brown, Ironia Road
Mrs. Brown stated that she is very pleased with the K-8 School Board decision to leave their election in April. She noted that March 27, 2012 is the school’s budget hearing. 

There being no further comments, Mayor Tolley closed hearing persons present. 

NEW BUSINESS

Resolutions



RESOLUTION 2012-50



AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-51

AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN MORRIS COUNTY ADAPTIVE RECREATION PROGRAM

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that the Resolution is adopted annually in support of County recreational programs for people with disabilities. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-52



APPROVE RAFFLE LICENSE – HSA MENDHAM TOWNSHIP & 

RALSTON ENGINE COMPANY #1 WOMEN’S’ AUXILIARY

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-53

AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 


Contract Negotiations – Technology Contracts  

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Matters of Pending Litigation were added by Mr. Mills. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Mills asked for authorization to forward the draft sign ordinance to the Planning Board. Mrs. Thomas voted to authorize Mr. Mills to do so and Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 
Mr. Mountain briefly explained two memos that he previously distributed. The Committee agreed to have further discussion regarding the proposed swimming pool ordinance at the next meeting. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

June Cioppettini, 6 Right Lane

Mrs. Cioppettini noted that the library is hosting a fundraiser featuring Governor Christie.

There being no further comment, Mayor Tolley closed hearing persons present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Committee entered executive session at 9:00 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 9:15 p.m. 

ADJOURN

Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 9:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk 




