FEBRUARY 13, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING

REGULAR MEETING 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

FEBRUARY 13, 2012

Mr. Merkt called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini

Absent




Mr. Merkt

Present

Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present (arrived at 8:15 p.m.)



  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk

Mr. Merkt led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

PRESENTATIONS    
Land Use Pledge Proposal – Colin Harris, Sustainable Jersey Committee Chair

Colin Harris provided background on Sustainable Jersey, noting that the practices lead to cost and energy savings, improved efficiency and eligibility to funds. He presented a resolution that commits the municipality to a long-term revaluation of land use policies. Adoption of the resolution would also make the Township bronze certified.

Mr. Harris clarified that the resolution can be modified, but each topic must remain in the pledge. He agreed that the section regarding parking regulations did not apply to the Township.

Mrs. Thomas stated that the pledge is aimed at urban communities and agreed that certain sections were not applicable. She noted the reference to low income housing and Mr. Mills noted that it is pledging to support the existing units. Mr. Mountain verified that the Township is in compliance with the Mount Laurel stipulations. 

The Committee agreed to table the issue to the next meeting when all members are present. 

Mr. Harris asked that all questions and recommended changes be filtered through Mr. Mountain. 

Mendham Smart Phone Application – Jeremy Condie

Mr. Condie explained the Smart Phone application,myMendham, that he created to help broaden communication and expose the Township’s hidden gems. He explained that the app can provide advantages for both residents and the Township since it reaches a global audience and it is free to add information. 

Mr. Condie explained that all information is funneled through a “clearing house” and content must be approved before it is added. The Committee agreed that the application is a wonderful idea. The application will be free to use and available in a couple of weeks. 

Morris County Bridge Replacement Route 510

Mr. Mountain stated that the bridge on Route 510 straddles the Mendham Township and Chester line and approval from both Townships is required. Approval of the design is needed to move forward at the State level.

Christopher Statile stated that they are in the process on submitting an application to the Department of Environmental Protection. A postcard showing an old bridge was presented and Mr. Statile stated that the Historic Preservation Committee desires to replicate the look, which would be done by placing two faux girders. 

Mrs. Thomas stated that the Committee has gone to great lengths to maintain Township appearance and felt uncomfortable with deviating from the aesthetics of the other bridges.

Mr. Merkt opened the meeting to public comment regarding the bridge. 

Mr. Statile clarified for Norm Preston of West Main Street that the design has been discussed with the Historic Preservation Committee. The Committee felt it was the time period that wanted to reflect. 

Mr. Mills asked when a final decision must be made and Mr. Statile stated that they desire quick movement since funding must be secured by early fall. 

County Engineer Stephen Hammond recommended holding a joint meeting with the Historic Preservation Committee.

Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road 

Mr. Wowk asked if the changes will narrow the sidewalks. Mr. Statile stated that the nine-foot shoulder would be sufficient space for pedestrians and bikes. Mr. Wowk added that he did not agree that Township bridges should all look the same.

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt stated that he didn’t find the replication historically accurate, adding that he’d prefer a more open bridge that affords views of the water.  

Pat Zimmerman questioned where stone was being used and Mr. Statile used the drawing to clarify.

Diana Brown, Ironia Road 

Ms. Brown questioned traffic during construction and Mr. Statile said that traffic flow will be maintained.

Mr. Merkt closed public hearing and the Committee agreed to hold a separate meeting with the Historic Preservation Committee to reach a consensus. 

Mayor Tolley entered the meeting at 8:15 p.m.
RESOLUTION 2012-39 : SUPPORTING STATE HOUSE COMMISSION PRE-APPLICATION TO THE NJDEP GREEN ACRES PROGRAM FOR PROPOSED MUNICIPAL USE OF EXISTING KENNELS, RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS AND AUXILIARY STRUCTURES AT INDIA BROOK PARK

Mr. Mountain explained that the State required Township approval authorizing pre-application to be submitted to Green Acres. It was verified that this is not a commitment to proceed. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from January 24, 2012. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. Mr. Strobel noted a change to the minutes. All members present voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from January 24, 2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members present voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the special meeting minutes from January 31, 2012. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members present voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

Andrew Christmann, Vice President of the Board of Education, explained that there are three ways the school election can be moved to the November General Election; Township Committee approval, Board of Education approval or a petition from the public. He noted the pros and cons of moving the election. He stated that while the change may increase cost to the school, it will also eliminate the public’s vote on the budget unless it is over cap. 

Mr. Merkt stated that it is a significant act to deprive tax payers the opportunity to vote on the budget. He raised concern and said that he is interested to know the resident’s opinions. Mr. Thomas agreed that the privilege to vote on the budget should be maintained.

Mr. Christmann explained that the budget is voted on in November if it is over cap and the school must operate within cap until the vote. If moved the election must be held in November for the next four elections, however; can then be moved back to April, if desired. He noted that this year’s budget will have a minimal increase, if any. 

Mayor Tolley opened the meeting to public comment.

Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road 

Mr. Wowk noted that the public does not have the opportunity to vote on the Municipal budget. He stated that removing the vote on the budget may force citizens to use more consideration when electing board members.

Mayor Tolley noted that West Morris Regional High School superintendent plans on maintaining an open budget process and will continue budget presentations.

Diana Brown, Ironia Road 

Ms. Brown noted that it is important for the public to be involved. Mr. Christmas clarified that school budget meeting are open to the public and a calendar of meetings will be advertised shortly. 

Kevin Korbit, 18 Corey Lane

Mr. Korbit suggested keeping the election as is to see if voter turnout will be heavily impacted.

It was clarified for Pat Zimmerman that a vote in November due to being over cap would be on the entire budget.

There being no further comments Mayor Tolley closed public comment.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Merkt stated that the Finance Committee has been hearing budget presentations from various volunteer groups. The budget discussions will continue on Thursday. 

Mr. Merkt relayed Mr. Cioppettini’s congratulations to the West Morris mock trial team for winning the State championship. He also stated that he attended a meeting with the Board of Public Utilities in Trenton. While there he was able to express the town’s concern and dissatisfaction regarding the poor communications during the storm.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Tolley opened the meeting to public comment. There being no further comments Mayor Tolley closed public comment.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Tolley announced that the New Jersey Department of Education will visit West Morris Regional High School. Residents are encouraged to attend.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolutions



RESOLUTION 2012-29 - AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.



RESOLUTION 2012-30 - REFUND OF TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENTS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-31 - APPOINT RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved and Mr. Strobel seconded. After a discussion regarding a Request for Proposal, the Committee tabled the Resolution for the next meeting.

RESOLUTION 2012-32 - APPOINT ASSESSMENT & SUBDIVISION     CERTIFYING OFFICER

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-33 - APPOINT PENSIONS & BENEFITS CERTIFYING        OFFICER

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-34 - APPOINT REALE TO BOARD OF HEALTH

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-35 - APPOINT BROWN TO MORRIS COUNTY OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-36 - EXTENDING BOARD OF HEALTH 

SECRETARY APPOINTMENT

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-37 - AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF
                           PERFORMANCE BOND 

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. Mr. Mountain noted a memo from the Township Engineer recommending the release of the Buttermilk Reserve performance bond. It will be replaced by a two-year maintenance bond. All members present voted to approve.



RESOLUTION 2012-38 - AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT 

THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 


Personnel -  Part-time Clerical Positions


Discussion of Contract  -  Telecommunications Audit Proposal

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members present voted to approve.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Strobel stated that he and Mr. Cioppettini met to discuss the comments regarding the board of Education Forum. He reiterated that an additional Board of Education meeting is scheduled for February 23, 2012. He said that they are still exchanging ideas and hope to present a more extensive report soon. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt questioned if Township Committee members are currently receiving medical benefits. Mayor Tolley answered that it is currently the Committee’s policy that members do not receive free medical coverage. 

Mr. Merritt noted the increase in police staffing and requested discussion regarding the issue be placed on a future agenda. Mayor Tolley agreed to arrange a future presentation with the police chief. Mr. Merritt stated that the members of TAG encourage the continued exploration of shared services, especially a shared police department. Mayor Tolley noted that the Township is currently seeking to update there interlocal agreements. 

Regarding the Board of Education forum, Mr. Merritt stated that multiple items for referendum should be presented, such as the funding formula to be based on students rather than assessments. If the referendum fails then there could be movement to change the school system. He suggested offering Washington Township an opportunity for change before seeking to deregulate them. 

Mayor Tolley encouraged all options and ideas to be presented at the regional meeting. 

Kevin Korbit, 18 Cory Lane

Mr. Korbit noted that the Mendhams and Chesters have previously supported a referendum, but Washington Township was not willing to provide support. He encouraged quick action working with neighboring towns. 

John Ruvane, 20 Oak Knoll Road 

Mr. Ruvane noted that in the year that passed between Educational Summit One and Education Summit Two a large amount of tax dollars and support was transferred to Washington Township. He supported requesting a survey to be conducted by the Executive County Superintendent.

Alan Bowen, Valley Way in Mendham Borough

Mr. Bowen stated that he appreciates the Committee’s intention to work with other towns. He said that while there is a lot of skepticism, Borough members are ready to work with the Township. Mayor Tolley noted that, based on history, a quick solution is unlikely. 

Mr. Ruvane responded that, according to Mr. Gagliarti’s presentation, a change could be completed in 18 months. He stated that three of the five committees and three of the four Boards of Education need to vote in favor of a referendum. Mr. Tolley noted that Mr. Gagliarti also discussed a very lengthy process. Mr. Ruvane stated that he appreciates the Committee’s effort to work collaboratively with other towns, however; encouraged quick action.

Mayor Tolley closed public comment
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Committee entered executive session at 9:20 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 9:35 p.m. 

ADJOURN

Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk 




