
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 11, 2013 

 
Mayor Merkt called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.  

 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Baumann  Present  

Mr. Strobel   Present 
Mrs. Thomas   Present 
Mr. Tolley   Present  

 Mayor Merkt  Present 
 

Also Present: John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney  
Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator  
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk  

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ADEQUATE NOTICE: Mrs. Potter read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting 
of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open 
Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the 
Daily Record on January 3, 2013 and February 5, 2013; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board 
in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.  
 
RESOLUTION 2013-33 
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC 

Matters pertaining to: 
 Loss mitigation & litigation strategy   

 
Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Upon motion duly made the 
Committee entered executive session at 6:35 p.m.  

 
The Committee returned from executive session at 7:20 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Merkt called for a motion to move the special session meeting minutes from January 29, 
2013. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. 
Tolley abstained. 

 
Mayor Merkt called for a motion to move the regular session meeting minutes from January 29, 
2013. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mr. Baumann seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
Mayor Merkt called for a motion to move the executive session meeting minutes from January 
29, 2013. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve. 
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Mayor Merkt called for a motion to move the special session meeting minutes from February 2, 
2013. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
DISCUSSION 

a. Tingley Road property maintenance 
Mr. Mountain stated that a bank-owned property on Tingley Road has overgrown grass and 
several fallen trees. The property maintenance representative from the bank provided 
cooperative feedback and plans to remove the debris. Mr. Mountain stated that he requested a 
written commitment of a feasible timetable for completion. If the matter is not resolved the 
property maintenance Ordinance will be enforced. 
  

b. Request for waiver of construction permit fee – Schiff Natural Land Trust 
Mr. Mountain explained that Schiff is installing three generators and is requesting a waiver of 
the electrical permit application fees. There was discussion regarding Township expenses.  
 
Mr. Strobel made a motion to approve the requested waiver. There being no second the 
motion died.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mr. Mountain stated that the budget meeting scheduled for February 9, 2013 was cancelled 
due to weather conditions. Possible dates for an additional special meeting were discussed. 
 
Mr. Tolley noted that the Historical Society met to discuss budget requests.  
  
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Norm Preston, West Main Street 
Mr. Preston recommended reconsidering Schiff’s waiver request. He suggested collecting one 
fee in order to cover Township expenses.  
 
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road 
Mr. Merritt stated that the permit fees were a significant expense to a non-profit such as Schiff. 
He stated that the preserve is a large asset to the community and recommended reducing the 
fees.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Merkt stated that a mayors’ meeting was held at the end of January. The OEM 
coordinators were present and Mayor Merkt added that it was a positive first meeting. The 
next meeting is scheduled for February 28, 2013 at the Mendham Township municipal building.  
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OLD BUSINESS 
Ordinance Public Hearing 
ORDINANCE 2013-02  
BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBERED 
2012-03 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MORRIS, NEW JERSEY FINALLY ADOPTED APRIL 24, 2012, AS 
AMENDED BY BOND ORDINANCE #2012-06 OF THE TOWNSHIP 
FINALLY ADOPTED JULY 24, 2012, IN ORDER TO CLARIFY SOURCES 
OF NON-DEBT FUNDING. 

Mayor Merkt read the Ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Strobel seconded. The meeting was opened to public comment. There being no comment the 
public hearing was closed. All members voted to approve. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Resolutions 
 RESOLUTION 2013-27 
 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Baumann seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-28 
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Tolley so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-29 
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MORRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
UTILITIES AUTHORITY AND THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. 

   
RESOLUTION 2013-30 

 AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH TR BUSINESS SOLUTIONS, LLC 
Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
 RESOLUTION 2013-31 
 RESOLUTION OPPOSING A-1196 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Baumann seconded. Mr. Tolley noted that it can be difficult to determine if an illness is directly 
related to the dangers associated with volunteering. Mr. Strobel requested to review the 
legislation before reaching a decision. Mr. Tolley made a motion to table the resolution until 
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further research can be completed. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. The 
resolution will be reconsidered at the next meeting. 

 
RESOLUTION 2013-32 
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC 

Matters pertaining to: 
  Tax Appeal Update  
  Committee appointments – Open Space Committee 
  Litigation – Thackery Lane 

Mayor Merkt read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve. 

 
DISCUSSION 
Mr. Tolley reintroduced the request to waive the permit fees for Schiff Natural Land Trust and 
stated that he supported reducing the fees by half. He acknowledged the tight budget, but 
noted that Schiff is a positive Township presence. Mr. Strobel noted that he supported reducing 
the fees. He made a motion to reduce the permit fee by 50 percent. Mr. Tolley seconded. All 
members voted to approve, except Mr. Baumann abstained.  
 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Michael Merritt, Mountainside Road 
Mr. Merritt thanked the Committee for showing support for Schiff. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Upon motion duly made the Committee entered executive session at 8:10 p.m.  

 
The Committee returned from executive session at 9:00 p.m.  

 
ADJOURN  
Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk   


