TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM
REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 9, 2012

Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey. 

ROLL CALL: 
Mr. Cioppettini
Present 

Mr. Merkt 

Present 

Mr. Strobel 

Present 

Mrs. Thomas 

Present 

Mayor Tolley 

Present 

Also Present: John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney 

Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator 

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
RESOLUTION 2012-155
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 

Personnel

Contracts

Land Acquisition

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

The Committee entered into executive session at 6:50 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 7:30 p.m.
QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT
CFO Tim Day presented his quarterly report. He compared the revenue items within the current budget with the 2011 budget. He added that revenue has increased and noted that fees are running higher than anticipated. Mr. Day detailed expenses that are running higher than normal, as well as items that are currently under budget.
Mr. Day stated that Police Department overtime is running higher than anticipated; however, he is working with Police Chief Steve Crawford to monitor the amount of overtime and keep it as low as possible. He also noted that information from the 2012 Tax sale conducted on October 3, 2012 was not reflected in the report. 

Regarding the 2013 budget, Mr. Day stated that budget requests will be distributed to the Township departments and professionals by the end of the month. Mr. Day also noted that the health benefits changed dramatically and Cigna plans are no longer offered. The increase in benefit contribution is currently unknown. 
Mr. Merkt said that a majority of police overtime was due to personnel issues during the first half of the year. Mr. Day confirmed the statement and reiterated that the amount of overtime will be closely monitored. 

Mr. Cioppettini stated that the Finance Committee is working to address items that are exceeding the budget. He recommended that items such as conferences, education, supplies and printing should be examined closely during the next budget process.
Mrs. Thomas questioned why transfers were needed and Mr. Day explained the variations. There was discussion regarding employee hours. 

Mr. Day stated that he will present a summary of how to minimize the Township’s short-term debt at a future Township Committee meeting
Mayor Tolley recognized a new senior member of the Brookside Fire Department. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from September 25, 2012. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Merkt noted minor changes in wording. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from September 25, 2012. 
Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. Mr. Merkt noted a spelling mistake. All members voted to approve. 

DISCUSSION
Waiver Requests – 3rd Quarter Tax Delinquency

Mr. Mountain stated that while the law does not stipulate that the Committee cannot act on a waiver, it does not give explicit charge to do so. The law is clear; however, that regardless of circumstances issues related to the delivery of tax bills are the responsibility of the taxpayer. The taxpayer must notify the Tax Office if the bill was not received. 

Mr. Mills agreed that there is no law granting the Committee authority to waive interest or other delinquencies. He stated that waiving certain fees will set a dangerous precedent for future cases or may be seen as favoring one citizen over another.

Based on the recommendations, the Committee decided not to grant permission to waive the interest. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mrs. Thomas stated that the Recreation Committee is working to devise a master plan for the Mosle Field parking lot. They plan on reaching out to members of the community to understand how to best adapt the property to meet the residents’ needs. 
Mr. Mountain stated that the cross country track is being utilized on a partial basis. It should be completed by the end of October.

Mrs. Thomas noted that Recreation Director Lori Dent will present at the next meeting. Ms. Dent has been working diligently on several aspects of the Recreation Committee. Mrs. Thomas also noted that Brookside Beach made a profit this year. 

Mayor Tolley stated that the new high school superintendent will be present to answer questions from the Committee and residents at a November meeting. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Chris Baumann, 2 Lindsey court
Mr. Baumann commended the town for having Pleasant Valley Road resurfaced. 

There being no further comments, hearing persons present was closed.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Tolley announced that Mendham High School Women’s Field Hockey team won their most recent game. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 2012-150
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve. 

RESOLUTION 2012-151
SUPPORTING THE STATE HOUSE COMMISSION FINAL APPLICATION TO THE NJDEP GREEN ACRES PROGRAM FOR PROPOSED MUNICIPAL USE OF EXISTING KENNELS, RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS AND AUXILIARY STRUCTURES AT INDIA BROOK PARK.
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Mountain noted that October 9, 2012 was the closing period for receiving any public comments, adding that no comments were received. All members voted to approve. 

RESOLUTION 2012-152
AMENDING 2012 BUDGET INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Mountain provided a brief explanation of the amendment. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. 

RESOLUTION 2012-153
AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE PAYMENT –

BLOCK 101 LOT 1, MOSLE ROAD
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

RESOLUTION 2012-154
DEP GREEN ACRES RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO PROTECT AGREEMENT
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Mountain explained that the Resolution allows an increase in Green Acres funding. The Township can now file the necessary paperwork with the State. All members voted to approve. 

Mr. Cioppettini noted that he will be attending the New Jersey League of Municipalities Conference during the November 13, 2012 Committee meeting. There was a brief discussion regarding changing the date of the meeting. 
HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 
Norm Preston, West Main Street
There was discussion regarding police overtime and how to offset the costs. 

Pat Hayden, Carrol Drive

Ms. Hayden questioned if all future meetings will start at 6:45 p.m. Mayor Tolley stated that regular meeting start time is still 7:30 p.m. He explained that the Committee started the past two meetings early because they anticipated lengthy executive session discussions. Mr. Mountain apologized for not noting the early start time on the website. 

There being no further comments, hearing persons present was closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon motion duly made the Committee entered executive session at 8:05 p.m. 

The Committee returned from executive session at 10:15 p.m. 

RESOLUTION 2012-156

ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2012

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve. 

ADJOURN 
Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Potter, Township Clerk



