JANUARY 24, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING

REGULAR MEETING 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 24, 2012

Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
  
Mr. Cioppettini
Present




Mr. Merkt

Present

Mr. Strobel

Present

Mrs. Thomas

Present


Mayor Tolley

Present



  
Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney






Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator






Ann Carlson, Township Clerk






Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement:

Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

Approval of Minutes

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the special meeting minutes from October 20, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the special meeting minutes from December 12, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the special meeting minutes from December 14, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the special meeting minutes from December 22, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from December 12, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from December 12, 2011. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from December 27, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from December 27, 2011. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve, except Mr. Strobel abstained.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the reorganization meeting minutes from January 3, 2012. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from January 9, 2012. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from January 3, 2012. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION 

HIGH SCHOOL FORUM

Mayor Tolley welcomed Township Committee comments regarding the presentation about the Regional High School alternatives given by Vito Gagliarti, Esq. The comments will be taken into consideration when deciding the next step.

Mr. Strobel stated that the presentation provided a good grounding for legal process and helped point a way forward; however, the facts and pitfalls were avoided. Mr. Strobel recommended that a Committee member must cooperatively participate with elected officials from other towns in an effort to develop a new school structure that will pass state muster and gain support from the towns. He noted that the Mendhams and Chesters make up 52.2% of the population and Washington Township comprises of 47.8% of the population. An overwhelming amount of support and voter participation is needed to ensure the success of redistricting.

Mr. Strobel stated that similar cases need to be reviewed to achieve the best result and provided examples of Mount Olive, Riverdale and Great Meadows. 

Mr. Strobel stated that substantial work must be completed to reorganize the district so the State and voters support the change. In order to achieve this, Mr. Strobel urged Mayor Tolley to participate in discussions with officials from other towns. He also supported prior efforts to gather facts before  

making a decision to spend public money. 

Mrs. Thomas stated that the presentation was very informative; however, she did not support moving forward without public feedback. She noted that it’s not the Township Committees job to tell parents and schools what to do. 

Mr. Merkt agreed that the presentation was useful by providing information regarding mechanics of school funding. He concurred that there must be a consensus between the Mendhams and Chesters to make progress. He stated that the focus should be purely on the issue of tax inequity and he noted his concern regarding the expenditure of public funds.

Mr. Cioppettini recommended forming a committee to study what dissolution involves. The Committee would bring facts to the voters and, upon a vote, the will of the people will be made clear. He believed that the expense is a small cost for the possible future achievements.  

Mayor Tolley stated that bias is the biggest problem in the discussion and complimented the public’s actions during the presentation. He suggested that governing bodies and Boards of Education work collectively to create a citizens group to study and broaden the issue. He charged the group to look at both short-term and long-term issues. Mayor Tolley stated that he was disturbed by the comments and accusations against Mendham High School. He noted that while the tax issue is very important, there is a lot more at stake. He said that he will formally reach out to the mayors with suggestions, such as meetings being held in public. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Tolley opened the meeting to public comment.

Michael Merritt, 73 Mountainside Road

Mr. Merritt stated that, according to the presentation, the governing body has explicit legal standing to propose alternatives to the current funding formula and regional make up. He added that it is the elected representative’s responsibility to demonstrate leadership and guide a specific proposal. He encouraged the Committee to accept a leadership role and not place responsibility in the hands of the citizens. Mr. Merritt stated that a detailed study is pragmatically necessary to gain County and State approval and proceeding with change to the regional body.

Ron DeMeo, 270 Slope Terrace

Mr. DeMeo suggested that the next logical step is for the governing bodies of the Mendhams, the Chesters, and each of the three K through eight school boards of the Mendhams and Chesters to appoint seven residents to a new committee. After this committee determines the district structuring alternatives that should be examined in a feasibility study, they would submit the recommended scope of the study to the governing bodies and school boards for approval. 

Kevin Korbit, 18 Cory Lane

Mr. Korbit felt that action needed to be taken immediately and encouraged the Committee to explore alternatives with neighboring towns. He also stated that, while the Committee can gather the opinion of the residents, it is ultimately their decision to take action.

Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wowk supported the Committee moving forward promptly. Due to the high level of importance and involvement, he stated that the decision should not be delegated to a citizen’s committee. 

Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street

Mr. Monaghan recommended directly approaching the elected representatives, such as the Governor and Assembly. He stated that the Committee needs to understand the system in order to correct it. 

Mayor Tolley thanked the public for their comments and closed Hearing Persons Present.

Mr. Cioppettini and Mr. Strobel agreed to work together to create a path forward while taking the public comments into account. 

Mr. Merkt agreed that the elected officials have a role to play. He noted that it is very important to have cooperation from sister communities for success. 

Mayor Tolley reiterated his intention to reach out to the mayors. He noted his intention to reach out to Washington Township for involvement; however, Mr. Cioppettini stated that Washington should not be included. Mr. Tolley noted that they can still be present at the public meeting even if they are not participants.  

SOCIAL MEDIA WORKSHOP

Mr. Tolley noted that social media is extremely important. Mr. Mountain noted a series of seminars throughout the year. The topic will be discussed further at the next meeting

SIGNS 

Mayor Tolley noted a memo from Zoning Official Russ Heiney in response to a local business owner’s concern regarding the Township sign restrictions.

Mr. Mountain reviewed the Ordinance, noting that only signs for professional practice and temporary real estate are permissible. 

Mrs. Thomas stated that she is not opposed to temporary signs promoting Township activities; however, is opposed to businesses leaving signs out year round. Mrs. Thomas agreed that a little leniency for specific organizations would be acceptable. 

There was a brief discussion regarding political signs and the Committee agreed to alter the Ordinance to create more leniency.

Township Attorney John Mills stated that the issue will be deferred to the Planning Board for recommendations. Mr. Tolley noted that the Committee is looking to create an opportunity for community activity. 

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Mayor Tolley opened the meeting to public comment.

Gail Mooney, 10 Summit Road

Ms. Mooney recommended that the signs be removed a reasonable amount of time after the event, including political signs. 

Bob Wowk, 12 Cooper Road

Mr. Wowk was surprised that the Committee discouraged business signs and stated that their black and white approach was not business friendly. 

Mayor Tolley stated that because the only legal business district is near the post office the signs would be for home businesses. He also noted that there will be further opportunity to support business signs during the Ordinance public hearing. 

Diane Tolley, 15 Woodland Road

Mrs. Tolley stated that she is opposed to businesses, such as lawn care services, posting several signs, adding that it makes the Township appear cluttered. 

There being no further comments, Mayor Tolley closed public comment. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Merkt stated that the Finance Committee is working with the emergency services to develop a long range vehicle replacement plan. The Finance Committee is also meeting this week to prepare for the review of the operating budget. The first budget meeting will be held on January 31, 2012 and the workshop dates will be posted on the website. 

Mr. Cioppettini stated that the Committee plans to visit the High School to promote involvement and volunteerism. 

Mr. Strobel stated that the Environmental Commission submitted an excellent report. He highlighted the positive work completed, including trail work and repair and organizing group hikes. 

Mrs. Thomas noted that Mendham TV is also seeking volunteers and she read a message from Mendham TV asking for volunteers. 

Mayor Tolley stated that he would like to hold a formal Township Committee meeting at the middle school geared toward the youth. Mayor Tolley asked Mr. Mountain to reach out to the school to set up a meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Resolution 2012-5  -  Adopting Policy of Non-Discrimination Pursuant to Affirmative Action Policy

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Mountain clarified that the Joint Insurance Fund required the adoption of the Resolution. Mrs. Thomas so moved and Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve, except for Mr. Cioppettini who voted against. 

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 2012-20  -  Authorizing Payment of Bills 

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

Resolution 2012-21  -  Appoint Gary Troxell as Municipal Judge

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. It was clarified that the judge does not receive tenure. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

Resolution 2012-22  -  2011 Budget Appropriation Transfer

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. Mr. Mountain provided a brief explanation of the transfers. All members voted to approve 

Resolution 2012-23  -  Authorize Execution of Treatment Works Application as May from Time to   Time be Required

Mayor Tolley read to Resolution by title. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. Thomas seconded. It was noted that Mr. Mills and the Board of Health felt it was necessary to designate Bernardsville to review and sign applications. All members voted to approve. 

Resolution 2012-24  -  Petty Cash Custodian 

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve. 

Resolution 2012-25  -  Approve Raffle License for Home School Association Mendham Township

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

Resolution 2012-26  -  Appoint Members to Township Boards and Commissions

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.  

Resolution 2012-27  -  Authorize Discussion Without the Presence of the Public

Mayor Tolley read the Resolution by title. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve. 

DISCUSSION

Mayor Tolley noted that the Pitney Farm Transition Committee will host a meeting on Thursday night. 

Mr. Mountain stated that he was approached by a resident who developed a Mendham SmartPhone Application. He’s looking to launch the site with the municipality at an annual cost of $500.00. The Committee agreed to invite the resident to a meeting. 

Mayor Tolley noted that the Facilities Committee will also attend a meeting to report on Mosle Preserve. 

Mrs. Thomas noted a letter from a resident regarding speed limits and traffic on local roads, particularly School House Lane. The resident is concerned that there are no sidewalks available and has proposed a possible solution. Mrs. Thomas first wants to speak to the Road Department and Police Department for more statistical information before addressing the matter further.  

Mr. Strobel thanked town hall for his day of orientation.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

Norm Preston, West Main Street

Mr. Preston wished Ann Carlson a happy retirement. 

George McKinnell, 28 West Main Street

Mr. McKinnell stated that the emergency services siren is too loud for surrounding residents. 

Mayor Tolley closed public hearing. 

Upon a motion made and seconded the Committee entered executive session at 9:00 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 9:25 p.m.

Upon motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mr. Strobel the meeting was adjourned at 9:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk 




