
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE - TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 
REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 12, 2015 

  
Mayor Baumann called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m., Township Hall, Brookside, New 
Jersey. 
 
ROLL CALL:       Mr. Cioppettini Present   

Mrs. Orban Brown       Present 
Mrs. Thomas  Absent 
Mr. Tolley  Absent  
Mayor Baumann          Present             

  
Also Present:                John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney  

Amey Upchurch, Township Administrator  
Elizabeth Rego, Acting Township Clerk         

  
SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

  
1. ADEQUATE NOTICE:  STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE: 

 Adequate notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham 
 was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the 
 Daily Record, Observer Tribune and the Star Ledger on January 6, 2015. Notice was posted 
 on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk. 

  
2. PRESENTATION 

 Kathy Mantell and Man Lee Township Auditors Nisivoccia 

The CFO position is currently vacant within the finance department.  The Township 
Committee has invited the township auditors, Kathy Mantell and Man Lee of Nisivoccia 
to present to the committee the state of Mendham Township’s financial accounts. 
 
The accounts are in fairly good shape.  The Finance Department is working on balancing 
the current fund which is nearly completed.  The Auditors will balance all other 
accounts, most of which are off by only small amounts. The target date for closing out 
all accounts is February 9th. 
 
A system of checks and balances will be put in place to keep things current and a 
monthly budget report will be provided to the Township Committee going forward. 
 
The FEMA funds anticipated by year end have not been received.  The Auditors will 
contact FEMA in an attempt to close out this account. 
 
Mrs. Thomas arrived at 6:31 p.m. 
 



 

3. NEW BUSINESS 
Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 2015-12 
APPOINTING MEMBERS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 

 Board of Health  
 Marian Koste      All terms expire 
 Benjamin Weber     12/31/15 
 Steven Blum       
 Richard Watson      
 Ann Reale (Alternate #1)     
 Lina de Montigny (Alternate #2)    
 
 Environmental Commission 
 Ralph Rhodes      12/31/17 
 Jamie Kinsel      12/31/17 
 Brian Boden      12/31/17  
  
 Historic Preservation       
 Ray Nadaskay      All terms expire  
 Nadine Peckman     12/31/2015 
 Vanessa Brown        
 Bierce Riley  
 Michael Lagacki 
 Martha Van Hise 
 Christine Gafaell-new candidate    
 
 Planning Board 
 Chris Baumann, Class I    12/31/2015 
 Frank Cioppettini, Class III    12/31/2015 
 Jesse Smith, Class II     12/31/2015 
 Sante D’Emidio     12/31/2018    
 John Henri Mayer, Alternate #1   12/31/2016 
   
 Tree Protection Committee  
 Brian Hays, Chairman     All terms expire 
 Russell Heiney      12/31/2015 
 Lorens Fasano       
 Doug Moran 
 Allan Phillips 
 Matt Phillips 
 
 Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 Cecelia Donato     12/31/2016 
 Norm Preston      12/31/2018 



 

 Aido Zairi      12/31/2018  
 
 Wildlife Management Committee 
 John Mallon, Chair     All terms expire 
 Richard Krieg      12/31/2015 
 Steven Crawford 
 James V. Tino 
 Evan Thomas 
 Richard Diegnan 
 Andrew Jacobson 
 
 Recreation Commission 
 Buzzy Thomas       12/31/2019 
 

Mrs. Orban Brown made a motion to adopt, Mr. Cioppettini seconded, all in favor 
except Mrs. Thomas and Mr. Tolley absent. 
 
RESOLUTION 2015-13 
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF STATE TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENT 
A motion was made by Mr. Cioppettini, seconded by Mrs. Thomas.  All in favor.  Mr. 
Tolley absent. 
 
RESOLUTION 2015-15 
AUTHORIZING RAFFLE LICENSE MORRISTOWN MEMORIAL WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
Motion to adopt made by Mr. Cioppettini, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, All in favor.  Mr. 
Tolley absent. 
 
RESOLUTION 2015-16 

 SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILL A-1109 WHICH SEEKS TO IMPLEMENT STRICTER RULES 
 AND REGULATIONS FOR ORGANIZATIONS THAT HOUSE AND CARE FOR 
 INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
 Resolution in support of routine site visits of facilities that house the developmentally 
 disabled.  Committee supports in spirit.  All in favor except  Mr. Cioppettini 
 abstained and Mr. Tolley was absent. 

 
 HEARING PERSONS PRESENT 

Marnie Robinson 
4 Jane Terrace 
Mrs. Robinson, a longtime resident of Mendham Township spoke in support of 
preserving the Pitney Property.  Preservation would benefit and add historical and 
cultural value to Mendham Township. 
 
7:01 Mr. Tolley arrives 
 



 

4. OPEN ITEMS 
 Ralston Playground        
The playground needs extensive repairs and will be expensive to fix or replace.  It is the 
only playground in the township and very popular.  The Township Committee will 
discuss the issue with the Recreation Commission during budget talks next month. 
  
Pitney Property Next Step 
Mrs. Upchurch will meet with the Township Engineer and the Township Attorney this 
week to discuss the Pitney the engineering issues.  There is concern that expensive 
remediation may be required on the property.   
 
Pubworks 
The computer system at the DPW will be upgraded and a laptop provided to the DPW 
Superintendent. Once these tasks are completed, Pubworks should operate properly.  
Pubworks will be invited to a future TC meeting to present the new system. 
 
RESOLUTION 2015-17 
AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC 
Matters pertaining to: 
 Contracts 
 Litigation 

 Mrs. Thomas made a motion to adopt, Mr. Tolley seconded.   All else in favor  
 
Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. 
Returned from Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. 
 

5. DISCUSSION 
 Brookside Engine Decal Request Pete Dwyer 
 Brookside Engine is requesting permission to apply removeable decal stickers onto the fire 
trucks.  BEC1 would be responsible for purchasing the stickers.  The stickers are gold leaf and  
approximately 4-5 inches in height and width.  The Committee would like final visual approval 
of the size and font of the stickers.  Mr. Cioppettini made a motion, Mrs. Orban Brown 
seconded.  Mrs. Thomas voted no, Mr. Tolley recused himself, Mr. Baumann voted yes. 
 
 Mutual Aid 
 Mr. Louis A. Pepe, Morris County Fire Coordinator Mutual Aid 
 Bruce Tynan Captain Division of Fire Safety State Fire Marshalls Office, UASI Regional

 Coordinator   

A mutual aid assist call for a recent fire in Hackettstown has prompted the Township 

Committee to invite Mr. Pepe and Mr. Tynan to discuss the importance of Mutual Aid and how 

the process works.  The fire in Hackettstown was a severe and labor intensive fire.  A lot of 

manpower and special equipment was needed to fight this fire.  Mutual Aid was called in to 



 

assist.  The Mutual Aid team combs the region for resources and reinforcement.  It is important 

to rotate men and equipment in a situation this dangerous and severe.  The job of the Mutual 

Aid Coordinator is to locate towns that have enough resources in their town to spare some 

firemen and equipment to assist in an emergency situation.   

Announcements 
 Sam Tolley announced the passing of two noted residents James O’Brien and Wilson  
             Griffin. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
Resolutions 
RESOLUTION 2015-14 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 
Mrs. Thomas made a Motion to adopt, Mr. Cioppettini second, all voted in favor 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-18 
APPOINTING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS FOR 2015 
A Motion was made by Mrs. Thomas Seconded Mr. Cioppettini all voted in favor 
 

7.  DISCUSSION 
Goals and Objectives 2015: 
 
The Finance Department accounts will be monitored and kept up to date through a 
system of checks and balances.  A budget report will be submitted to the Township 
Committee on the 12th of each month.   
 
Job descriptions and job duties will be studied.  The salary ordinance will be reviewed 
and if needed updated to be more competitive.   
 
Mr. Tolley will chair the Finance Committee with Mrs. Orban Brown.  An Administrative 
Oversight Committee was formed and will be chaired by Mr. Cioppettini with Mrs. 
Thomas.  Mayor Baumann will oversee Administration.   
 
Long term goals include infrastructure, building upon relationships with surrounding 
towns, and a Joint Public Safety Committee.  Mrs. Orban Brown volunteered to meet 
with the various Township Committees and Commissions to learn their concerns and 
goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

8. ADJOURN 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Elizabeth Rego, Acting Township Clerk 

 
 


