MINUTES OF THE REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 3, 2012

The 2012 Mendham Township Organizational meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey by Township Clerk Ann Carlson.

Mrs. Carlson read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the Open   Public Meetings Act by sending written notice to the Observer Tribune, the Daily Record and the Star Ledger on December 22, 2011, posting on the Bulletin Board in Township Hall and filing with the Township Clerk.

Mrs. Carlson asked everyone to stand for the Salute to the Flag.

Mrs. Carlson announced that at the 2011 General Election Richard Merkt was elected to fill an unexpired Township Committee seat, term to expire on December 31, 2012. Mr. Merkt was sworn in to office by Township Attorney John Mills while Pat Maynard held the Bible.
Mrs. Carlson announced that at the 2011 General Election Robert O. Strobel was elected to a three year Township Committee term, such term to expire December 31, 2014.  Mr. Strobel was sworn in to office by Township Attorney John Mills with his family at his side.

ROLL CALL 

Mr. Cioppettini 
present
Mr. Merkt

present
Mr. Strobel

present
Mrs. Thomas 

present
Mr. Tolley 

present

Also Present:
John M. Mills, III, Township Attorney


                       Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator

                                   Ann Carlson, Township Clerk

Mrs. Carlson called for nominations for the office of Mayor for the year 2012. Mr. Cioppettini nominated Mr. Tolley. Mrs. Thomas seconded. There were no further nominations. Upon a call of the roll Mr. Tolley was elected unanimously to the office of Mayor for 2012.

Mr. Mills administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Tolley and Mrs. Carlson turned the meeting over to Mayor Tolley.

Mayor Tolley called for nominations for the office of Deputy Mayor for 2012. Mrs. Thomas nominated Mr. Merkt. Mr. Strobel seconded. There were no further nominations. Upon a call of the roll Mr. Merkt was elected unanimously to the office of Deputy Mayor for 2012.

Mr. Mills administered the oath of Office to Merkt.
WELCOME

Mayor Tolley welcomed everyone to the 2012 Annual Reorganization meeting. He said it is wonderful to be back and he is thrilled to be Mayor, serving with so many fine people, both on the dais and out front. Mayor Tolley recognized former Committeewoman and Freeholder Pat Maynard, former Committeeman Bob Pierson, Stan Witczak from Mendham Borough and Former Fire Chief Jack Alderton. 

At this time the Oath of Office was administered to newly promoted Sergeants Vincent Pagano and Brian Herchick.  Chief Crawford held the Bible during Sergeant Pagano’s Oath of Office. Mrs. Herchick, Sergeant Herchick’s Mother, held the Bible for her son during his Oath of Office. 
The Oath of Office was administered to the officers present from Brookside Engine Company No. 1, Ralston Engine Company No. 1 and the Mendham Township First Aid Squad. The following is a list of the new officers for 2012.

 
Brookside Engine Company No. 1 Officers

Chief:  


John J. Alderton

Assistant Chief:  
Peter Staples

Captain:  

Peter Dwyer

Lieutenant:  

Daniel Wood

Chief Engineer:  
John Mills III




Vincent Suhocki

Safety Officers:  
Robert Pierson


  



         

Denis Menton




Truck Captains:





Engine #2

Walter Dwyer




Engine #3

Jim McLoughlin/Leo Geary




Engine #4

Evan Thomas




Utility #5

Michael Merritt

                        President:  

Evan Thomas

Ralston Engine Company No. 1 Officers

Chief:  


Tom Montgomery

Assistant Chief:  
John McDonough

Captain:  

Scott Mortenson

Lieutenant

Paul Hogan

Communications
Howard Panton

Officer

Truck Captains

Engine #11

Scott Mortensen

Tender #12

Eric Grier

Rescue 14

Curran Lucke

President:  

Joe Gomeringer

     Mendham Township First Aid Squad Officers

Captain:  


      Robin Johnston

Lieutenant:  


      Terri McKinnell

Quartermaster:  

       Leslie Dunlevy

Assistant Quartermaster East:      Mike Cassera

Assistant Quartermaster West:     Beth Ruhle

President


       Vincent Reilly

Secretary: 


       Trish Cleary

Treasurer:  


       Ellen Tawil

Training Officer:

       Howard Panton

Data Steward:

                   Nick Monaghan

Mayor Tolley read Resolution 2012-01 APPOINTING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS by title and called for a motion to adopt. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. There was no discussion. Upon a call of the roll all members voted to adopt. This resolution is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Tolley, prior to calling for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda resolutions 2012-2 through 2012-10, asked if anyone wished to remove any resolution from consideration on the consent agenda.  Mrs. Thomas asked to remove Resolutions 2012- 2 and 2012-7. Mr. Cioppettini asked to remove Resolution 2012-5. These resolutions were removed from consideration and tabled to the Township Committee meeting of January 9, 2012.
Upon motion of Mr. Cioppettini and second of Mr. Merkt the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved by unanimous roll call vote:

RESOLUTION 2012-3

ESTABLISHING REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE – 2012 TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION 2012-4

DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS AND FIXING CHARGES FOR NOTICES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS DURING 2011

RESOLUTION 2012-6

ADOPTING AL ALCOHOL-FREE AND DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE POLICY

FOR ALL EMPLOYEES AND OFFICIALS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

RESOLUTION 2012-8
FIXING RATES OF INTEREST AND PENALTY ON DELINQUENT TAXES,

ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES IN 2010

RESOLUTION 2012-9

AUTHORIZING TOWNSHIP TAX COLLECTOR TO CANCEL

CERTAIN TAX OVERPAYMENTS AND DELINQUENCIES FOR 2012



RESOLUTION 2012-10
APPROVING CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM

Mayor Tolley made the following appointments to the Planning Board:

Class I – Mayor Tolley

Class III – Maribeth Thomas

There was no other business to come before the Committee at this time.

Mayor Tolley made the following remarks:
I would like to welcome all of you again tonight. Last week Frank gave a wonderful speech about 2011, a year marked with much success as the current Committee addressed a number of issues from Finance to Personnel to Natural Disasters. I would like to thank Frank for doing a great job. Mendham Township is lucky to have such a dedicated individual. Equally important we have a strong Committee form of government with five intelligent people.  And five people are usually better than one at making decisions. 

However, the role of Mayor is critical to our operation. Frank did not fail us.  Through storms real, financial and vituperative Frank’s leadership moved the chains of responsible government for our community. And today we are well positioned to move forward.  

2011 saw the beginning of a new chapter for Mendham Township. There are more residents volunteering their time than ever in increasingly important roles.  We now have a financial plan, a road map for our future thanks to a collaboration between residents experienced in finance  and key Town managers. Our volunteers, residents and employees can now see, debate and help modify that plan as we rationalize revenues to expense and reduce our capital debt.
Mendham Township is lucky to have both dedicated employees and a strong cadre of volunteers who work so well together. The community response to two hellacious storms again demonstrated this cooperation. Thanks should go to the men and women, both municipal employees and volunteers, who through their efforts made these desperate times manageable for so many. We were even able to open our warming center to residents of surrounding communities and have Wi-Fi at the Library.  In particular I would like to recognize Evan Thomas, OEM of the Mendhams, who did a superior job and spent countless hours in coordinating both these responses.
To 2012 and the future. The Community will work to expand our ability to serve you in a fiscally responsible manner. We live in difficult times with a national economy a mess and unemployment at unacceptable levels. Many of us have suffered. Such times as these can lead people to lash out in anger and fear against each other. Clearly some people think that hateful, intemperate comments, bad manners and shrill hysteria will lead to positive results. To the contrary, no matter what side of the insult line you fall on in a given issue, the results of such actions polarize and do not lead consensus or resolution.

How can we avoid this in Mendham Township? First, you have to have people who want to work together and share a vision. Fortunately, your Committee does, as well as the employees and our many volunteers. As a group your Committee believes that we can best serve the public by lowering rhetoric and focusing our efforts on what you have elected us to do.  As Mayor I will focus my efforts to insure that you get good value for your tax dollars. I have already discussed our financial plans as we reorder municipal priorities so we can become less reliant on capital bonding and operate ever more efficiently. 

We also value our natural resources and our commitment to the environment. With our various committees and commissions we will continue to inventory and plan necessary improvements. Our green initiatives will continue with the Farmers’ Market just to name one. 

Many will continue to build bridges to surrounding communities and look to extend sharing of services. To this end the Mendhams will be meeting on a regular basis in 2012. 

However, I would not be able to do any of this without the support of my family. And I think if you just notice my “Power Tie” that my daughter Elizabeth gave me you can see what support I get. Especially I would like to thank Diane for all her help as well. I hope we all have a great year and thank you very much for coming.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT

With no one to be heard this portion of the meeting was not opened.

ADJOURN
Upon motion of Mr. Merkt and second of Mr. Strobel the Reorganization meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Ann L. Carlson, RMC







Township Clerk
