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QSAC is the Department of Education’s monitoring and evaluation system for public school districts.  The system focuses on moni-
toring and evaluating school districts in five components that they have been determined to be key factors in effective school dis-
tricts:  instruction/program, fiscal management, operations, personnel, and governance.  
 
School districts are measured on a total of 334 indicators within the five review sections. They must meet 80 percent of the indicators 
in all five sections to be state certified, and those falling below 80 percent in one or more sections must implement an improvement 
plan. The State Board of Education is considering a proposal to streamline QSAC that would reduce the number of indicators from 
334 to 54.  
 
Some examples of the types of information gathered for the various categories are below: 

The Board authorized submission of the NJ Quality Single Accountability 
Continuum (QSAC) Statement of Assurance for 2011-2012. 

Instruction & Program 
Reports on results of standardized tests 
Communicates graduation requirements 
Adheres to NJ Common Core Standards 

Fiscal Management 
Follows a budget calendar 
Adheres to Long Range Facilities Plan for 

capital project appropriations 
Performs timely reviews of budget vs.  
   actual status  

Governance 
Has a nepotism policy 
Requires financial disclosure statements 
Conducts public hearings on the budget  

Personnel 
Conducts criminal background checks 
Has policies to evaluate teachers  
Provides professional development that is aligned 

with staff needs  

Operations 
Has a student code of conduct 
Reports on incidents of violence & vandalism and substance abuse 
Has in place career education program for IEP students 

WMRHSD Score 
Summary 

 # Yes 
Responses 

% Yes 
Responses 

Instruction & Program 
  

5 100% 

Fiscal Management 
  

10 100% 

Governance 
  

10 100% 

Personnel 
  

4 80% 

Operations 
  

19 95% 

Board of Ed. meetings are now being taped for 
broadcast on Mendham TV—Comcast channel 

29 and Verizon channel 22. 
 

The meetings are shown throughout the week. 
Check the programming schedule at http://

mendhamtv.org. 
 

Take advantage of this terrific community asset 
and be informed about your Board of Education.  



The Morris County Executive Superintendent announced in November that the West Morris Regional School Board 
would undergo a reapportionment of board seats, partly as a result of the 2010 census. This  

resulted in Chester Borough being given a dedicated seat at the April school elections.  In the 
process, Washington Township’s  representation on the Board was reduced from 5 seats to 4.  

  
A motion I brought forward to support the resolution of the Mayor and  

Council of the Borough of Chester requesting a delay in the hiring of a super-
intendent until Chester Borough has representation on the Board, was denied by a vote of 7-2.   

 
There is a fair reporting of this discussion in the article by Bob Thomas of the Observer Tribune in the 

January 12th issue, and by Jason Koestenblatt of the Long Valley Patch site.   
I would also encourage you to watch the Mendham TV airing of this meeting to hear the discussion 

by the various Board representatives on this issue. 

The public is invited to a Morris County School Boards presentation with Senator Mike Doherty,  
proponent of the Fair School Funding Plan, and Neil Cramer, Exec. County School Business Administrator.  
Senator Doherty has drafted legislation that provides an equal amount of school aid for 

every student in NJ regardless of where they live.   
More info on this proposal can be viewed at http://fairschoolfunding.com. 

The meeting is on Thursday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m. at Lazar Middle School in  
Montville, NJ.  Contact ctighe@njsba.org if you’d like to attend. 

The Link Between Good Teachers and Lasting Gain 
A study that tracked 2.5 million students over 20 years has found that elementary and middle school 
teachers who help raise standardized test scores seem to have a wide-ranging positive effect that goes 
beyond academics, including lower teen pregnancy rates, higher rate of college graduation and earnings 
into adulthood. 
 

The study was conducted by economists from Harvard and Columbia; it examined “value-added ratings” which measure the 
impact individual teachers have on student test scores.  The economists from Harvard began the study as skeptics of the value 
of the metrics; they thought the study would show that the measures don’t work and that student test score gains were the re-
sult of individual motivation or principals or other factors.  However, at the study’s end, the authors conclude that “great 
teachers create great value and that test score impacts are helpful in identifying such teachers.”   
 
The study’s executive summary notes that “parents whose children will earn around $40,000 in their late 20s should be willing 
to pay $10,000 to switch from a below-average to an above-average teacher for one grade, based purely on the present value of 
the increase in their child’s lifetime earnings.” They do caution, however, that more study is needed to determine the best way 
to use value-added ratings. 

 
The study: “The Long Term Impacts of Teachers” by Raj Chetty and John Friedman of Harvard, and Jonah Rockoff of Columbia. 

 

On January 17th, Governor Christie signed a bill into law that gives communities the option of moving the annual 
school elections to November.  In exchange for this move, the public vote on a district’s budget 
will be eliminated if the budget is at or below the state cap.  There is a 4-year commitment once this 
change is made.  
 
The Board of Education can pass a resolution to accomplish this move and re-
moval of the budget vote, or a community’s municipal governing body can.  The move 
can also be accomplished by a petition of the voters. 
 
There is still some confusion about if a limited-purpose regional school dis-

trict, such as ours, would be able to make this move on their own, or if they would need resolutions 
from all the sending school districts. Local school boards have been encouraged to contact their board attorney for 
advice. 
 
The budget would still need to be approved by the county superintendent, and the budget calendar/process would re-
main the same.  If a Board of Ed. wants to go above the 2% cap they must put a special question on the ballot. 


