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Board of Ed. meetings are now being taped 
for broadcast on Mendham TV—

Comcast channel 29 and Verizon channel 
22.  The tapings so far have been financed 

through private donations.  
The Board Secretary received an estimate 

from MendhamTV of $13,000 for 20  
tapings, an additional $5000-$8000 would 

be needed to purchase equipment.  
A resolution may be presented to the Board 
to set up a separate fund for community do-

nations toward the cost of taping. The Fi-
nance committee, as it continues to develop 
the 2012-2013 budget, will consider adding 

in the cost of taping. 
 

Check the programming schedule at 
http://mendhamtv.org. 

School Elections Moved to November 
 

 Resolution was passed under New Business by a majority of the Board, 7-2. 
 No vote will be held on the school budget as long as it remains at or below the state  

mandated cap. 
 This change remains in effect for four years. 
 This vote by current board members extended the terms of all sitting board members by 

eight months. 
 Chester Borough candidates now have until the deadline for the June primary election to file paperwork. 
 Public hearings on the budget are still required. 
 Polling/election costs will be covered by the state or county; the BOE would be responsible for any increased costs 

incurred.  The WMRHSD spends about $15,000 on annual school elections. 
 
Note:  I voted against this resolution, as did Mr. Button, Mendham Township’s representative.  I believe this move  
diminishes the ability of taxpayers to determine how their tax dollars should be spent, and instead passes along that  

responsibility to the state. Chester Borough’s ability to gain immediate equitable representation on the 
Board is also negated by passage of this resolution.  I am disappointed that no public notification of this 
upcoming vote was made to allow the taxpayers to voice their thoughts to the BOE.   

The Finance Committee held two open public meetings 
on Jan. 17th and 24th to review the 

 proposed 2012-2013 budget. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Based on changing student enrollment, 2-4 teachers may be 
moved from Central to Mendham 

 If the district receives Title I funds again this year, that money 
would be applied towards reducing class size.  Title I funds are dis-
tributed based on the number of low-income families residing in 
the district. 

 

District administration asked for a 2% decrease 
from all budget areas for 2012-2013 

Transportation ↓ 3% 
Special Services ↓ 5% 

Improvement of Instruction 
& Staff Development 

↓ 11.8% 

Technology ↓ 7.4% 

Principals’ budgets ↓ 2%, combined for both 
schools 



More information about the new teacher evaluation system, as well as a more detailed graphic, is available 
at  http://www.state.nj.us/education/EE4NJ/presources/ 

Mr. Bruce Taterka, U.S. Teaching Ambassador Fellow, and Lead Teacher 
of Science and Technology at MHS, was awarded a place on the advisory 
committee that is helping to develop a new statewide teacher evaluation 
system.  The Evaluation Pilot Advisory Committee (EPAC) is advising 

the NJ Dept. of Education on the teacher evaluation pilot program over the 2011-2012 school year.   
Mr. Taterka updated the Board about his work on this committee. 
 
Timeline 
 
 New Jersey applied for waiver from NCLB in November, 2011.  In exchange, the state agreed to adopt a 

teacher evaluation program that is based on 50% student achievement and 50% teacher observation 
 Pilot program involving selected school districts put in place for 2011-2012 school year 
 NJDOE scheduled to issue evaluation guidelines in January 2012. 
 Pilot II will be launched in 2012-2013; this will involve at least one school per district.   
 Statewide rollout scheduled for 2013-2014. 

 
Challenges: 
 
 Difficulty in obtaining experts to train staff—many states are implementing these reforms, not enough 

to go around 
 Difficulty in determining which tests to use to measure student achievement 
 Requires new data management systems 



The State of State Science Standards 2012, was recently re-
leased by the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, a Washington-based conser-
vative think tank.  This is the third time Fordham has examined science 
standards; the last report was issued in 2005. 
 
The report paints a grim picture of state science standards across the 

United States. Standards are the foundation upon which educators write curricula, produce text-
books and train teachers– they are often a list of facts and skills that students must master at each 
grade level.  Many studies have found that high standards are the first step to high student achievement.   
 
One common weakness that the report notes is that few states make a strong link between the importance of math skills 
and science achievement.  Another weakness the researchers cited was the lack of strong science backgrounds required 
by the nation’s teacher colleges. There is a need for more teachers with advanced degrees in math and science. They 
note that graduate degrees don’t mean better teachers— except in math and sciences. 
 
The study coincides with a current initiative among 26 states to develop a set of common, "next-generation" science 
standards, using a framework developed by the National Research Council.   These standards are similar to the Common 
Core Standards currently used in language arts and math.  
 
For more information: 
Fordham’s report:  http://www.edexcellence.net/publications/the-state-of-state-science-standards-2012.html 
Next-generation science standards:  http://www.nextgenscience.org/   
 
 
 
 


