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2011 Annual Report


Mendham Township Environmental Commission
During 2011, the Environmental Commission participated in a wide range of activities directed at the protection and enhancement of the environment in Mendham Township.  The most significant activities follow:

Open Space Stewardship
Native Plants
Employed a grant of $300 solicited from the Somerset Hills Garden Club to purchase 125 flowering native plants which were planted by Commission members around five of the ephemeral pools in Tempe Wick Reserve.
Trail Maintenance

Commission members continued to maintain trails, remove litter and repair storm damage to  Patriots Path and trails in the over 1200 acres of Township owned open space land.   The Commission was assisted by a group of “Trail Stewards”, members of the public, who have agreed to periodically monitor specific trails and report maintenance needs that they can not correct themselves.  The fall storms impacted most of our trails.  Repair is ongoing and will extend well into 2012
The  Department of Public Works did an excellent job of routinely mowing  trails  in most of the parks and natural areas, greatly improving trails that would otherwise have become overgrown in summer and responding to requests to remove large fallen trees that could not be removed by volunteers.

Trail Construction
With the assistance of a member of the Brookside Community Club, constructed a trail on Community Club property joining the center of Brookside with Patriots Path near the entrance of Dismal Harmony Natural Area.
Bridge Construction
Commission members rebuilt a bridge on Patriots Path near the Police Station that disappeared during the fall floods.  Eagle Scout candidates built other bridges as described below.
Eagle Scout Projects
Supervised Eagle Scout candidates in their performance of service projects benefiting Township open space properties.  Projects completed in 2011 included:

· Mike Ambroseno, Troop 150 constructed a bridge over a tributary of Burnett Brook in Burnett Brook Natural Area.
· Devon Amin, Troop 150 relocated a stone stairway on a steep section of the India Brook Park loop trail.

· Tommy Stanley, Troop 150 constructed a bridge over a tributary of Burnett Brook in Burnett Brook Natural Area.

· Alden Corbett, Troop 150 constructed a kiosk at the parking area in Mosle Preserve for display of information about the site.   He also led a group of scouts who extended the trail system to include an entrance onto the play fields.
Girl Scout Gold Award  
· Advised Bizzie Handen who constructed 6 bat boxes and mounted them in Township open space properties to encourage the establishment of colonies there.
Bluebirds
Maintained 30 bluebird boxes in Buttermilk Falls Natural Area and Tempe Wick Natural Area and replaced six that had been vandalized.

Entrance Signs
Arranged for the erection of an entrance sign at Mosle Preserve and the relocation of the entrance sign at Wysong Park.
Grassland Management
With the assistance of the US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) the Environmental Commission continued the restoration of grasslands and wildlife habitat in Tempe Wick Reserve.  Past mowing practices and land use had greatly reduced the population of natural grasses reducing the desirability of the fields as wildlife habitat. In 2011, selective mowing was used to control invasive plants.
Information to Residents
Conservation Easement Information

Continued to keep current a comprehensive inventory of the Township’s conservation easements completed in 2007.   Site inspections will be conducted as required in the coming years.
Environmental Information

Made copies of trail maps and other publications of interest to residents on environmental topics available at the Town Hall and Library. Commission members contributed articles to the Township Newsletter on matters related to the environment.  A Commission member arranged for a ANJEC brochure outlining environmentally wise lawn care practices to be available on the Township web site and in hard copy  at Town Hall.
Group Hikes
Worked jointly with the Open Space Trust Committee, Schiff Nature Preserve and Mendham Borough Environmental Commission to plan and lead monthly group hikes during the spring, summer and Fall at various Township open space properties.

Environmental Resources Inventory
The Commission obtained a grant of $7,375 from the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) to provide partial funding of a project to create an Environmental Resources Inventory for the Township.  The grant, matched with Commission funds, was used to retain Amy Green and Associates to create the ERI.  The ERI will include detailed information on the Townships: geology, geography, topography, soils, hydrology, wildlife habitat, land use, historic and cultural features and vegetation.  It will be added to the Township Website and serve as a source of reliable, readily available information to Township boards and commissions, students, developers, consultants and the general public.
Community Clean Up

Spring Clean Up
Sponsored a successful spring clean up event.  Over 30 Environmental Commission members, scouts and individual residents turned out to pick up litter at the Ralston Fields and Brookside Community Club
Adopt A Byway
Continued an aggressive program to solicit continued resident participation in our long standing program for litter pickup along Township roads.  Over 25% of the Township’s roads are now under the care of adopters.

Environmental Issues 

Recycling Electronics
Partnered with Mendham Borough Environmental Commission in a one day collection of electronic devices.  Two large storage containers full of electronic devices were collected and sent for recycling.  Slightly more than $200 was received from the recycler for program use.
Battery Recycling
Continued responsibility for managing the recycling of rechargeable batteries.  Morris County has advised that single use batteries may now be included in household trash however rechargeable batteries must be recycled.

Freshwater Wetlands Applications
Reviewed all Mendham Township applications to the NJDEP for Letters of Interpretation and Permits under the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act.  Directed comments to the agency as appropriate.

Planning Board and Board of Adjustment
Monitored applications submitted to the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment and provided comments on environmental issues.

River Basin Organizations  

A Commission member represented the Township on the Whippany River Basin Action Committee.  Matters of importance to the Township were coordinated with the appropriate persons or committees. 

Schiff Nature Center
Worked closely with Schiff Nature Center staff, supporting programs at that outstanding community resource for environmental education and enjoyment.   The Commission profited greatly from the contributions of Tanya Sulakowski, Executive Director who was succeeded by Marissa Hartzler in June and continues the tradition of partnership.

HSA Green Team
A Commission member participated in the Mendham Township HSA Green Team which works to promote environmental awareness in the school community through projects, events and activities in which students, teachers and parents participate.

Watershed Ambassador
Welcomed Stephanie Queirolo, recently appointed AmeriCorps NJ Watershed Ambassador for this area.  We provided background information to prepare her to assist local volunteers in the many environmental projects active in the Township. 
Mendham Township Sustainable Jersey Committee
The Commission was represented on the “Township Green Team” and supported its initiatives.   Participation in an Environmental Fair held in the fall was a highlight.

Department of Public Works Assistance
Many of the accomplishments listed above would not have been possible without the assistance of Dave Read and the Department of Public Works.  Every request for help was satisfied promptly and professionally employing a wide range of skills and much hard work. The Environmental Commission is sincerely grateful for the assistance provided. 

2011 Membership
Members
Brian Boden



Sarah Dean Link


Kim Crumrine


            Ralph Rhodes, Chair
Tanya Sulikowski


Jamie Kinsel

John Schmerler
Alternate Members
Susan Schmerler


Rich Cotter
Marissa Hartzler

Representation on Other Boards and Committees
Brian Boden – Open Space Trust Committee 

Susan Schmerler– Tree Preservation Committee and Township Green Team

Kim Crumrine –Technical Review Committee and HAS Green Team

Sarah Dean Link – Planning Board and Master Plan Committee 

Ralph Rhodes – Whippany River Basin Action Committee 

Liaison to Township Committee
Richard Merkt

